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Next time out, THE MONSTER TIMES will be stay- 
ing on the science-fiction track with а special 
issue devoted to the ongoing BIONIC BOOM. Sci-fi 
scholar Tom Rogers will be guest-editing much of 
this timely edition of TMT, one that will feature, 
among other exciting items, an indepth look at 
THE SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN, replete with bio- 
graphies of the series’ stars, episode-by-episode 
Í each of the show's seasons, and 
inating background information on the 
tailed coverage of the new 
story of Comicdom's 
popular cyborg, DEATHLOK THE DEMOLISHER; 
and other intriguing topics relevant to the 
Wondertul World of Bionics. 
r upcoming Cyborg Special wil also include a 
ire on BIONIC REALITIES, divulging, for the 
first time anywhere, how much the SIX MILLION 
DOLLAR MAN would REALLY cost. In addition 10 
these Bionic-oriented features, all the regular TMT 
columns will also be on board, including our ever- 
informative Teletype, always popular Monster 
Scene, plus all kinds of film and book reviews 
AND updates on the progress of the STAR TREK 
MOVIE, the KING KONG remakes, and the 
proposed SUPERMAN film. 

Astute readers will notice that we have not as. 
yet mentioned all the sinister surprises that will 
also appear in our upcoming Cyborg Special but 
Test assured that they'll be in there too, 
Remember: Flesh-and-blood people may be all 
right in their place, but they're certainly no 
‘substitute for the real thing. a 
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Credit for the striking cover of our 

Science Fiction Special goes to 

TMT Publisher /Art Director Larry 

| Brill, without whose continued 

|. financial/artistic support said 
issue would not have been 

("own j. Possible. 


Welcome to the Weird World of Science Fiction, 
where anything can happen and occasionally does. 
Your friendly fiends at TMT have, as per usual, 
spared neither time nor expense (within, of course, 
reason) in assembling this special sci-fi edition of 
THE MONSTER TIMES. And a wide-ranging issue 
it is, if we do say so ourselves (and we just have), 

covering the past, present, and future, as well as 
fully availing itself of the vast reaches of the 
cosmos-as-we-know-it. As loyal readers of this 
Publication know all too well, we generally utilize 
this brief efitorial space to repeat (often in so many 
words) the information given in the Table of 
Contents to your immediate right. And just 
because this is a special farsighted all-SF issue, we 
see no reason to alter that venerable TMT tradition 
here. 
Blasting off this spaceblazing issue is sci-fi serial 
scholar Tom Rogers’ gripping filmbook tribute to 
that Once and Future King of the Sci-Fi Serial, 
FLASH GORDON, in which Flash pits wits against 
Ming the Merciless, the screen's most memorable 
Yellow Peril. In the sci-fi scoop department, we 
have R. Allen Leider's exclusive interview with 
Gene Roddenberry, who provides all the latest 
advance info on the Progress of the proposed STAR 
TREK movie, and that same correspondent's pro- 
file on the controversial SPACE: 1999 series, 
replete with candid conversations with stars 
Martin Landau and Barbara Bain. Also on board 
are Jason Thomas’ fond look at what many rank as 
the best SF film of all time, Fritz Lang's 
METROPOLIS; S.A. Star's look at GEORGE 
MELIES, Founding Father of the Science-Fiction 
Film; underground filmmaker-critic J. Hoberman’s 
10 FAVORITE SCI-FI FILMS [And Why He Likes 
Them]; Joe Kane's paen to an unsung SF classic, 
CREATION OF THE HUMANOIDS; and other sci- 
fi items eye-opening in nature. 

For comics fans, we've got Howard Phillips’ fond 
recollection of Tower Comics’ late, great T.H.U.N.- 
D.E.R. AGENTS series, and Ron Haydock on SCI- 
ENCE FICTION MOVIE COMICS. And for you re- 
ality buffs, we have investigative reporter Rex 
Weiner's inquiry into the mysterious CULT OF 
CHAOS, a bizarre political movement inadvertent- 
ly inspired by sci-fi scribe Norman Spinrad’s novel, 
AGENT OF CHAOS. That, of course, is not to 
mention all manner of sci-fi surprises, both real and 
surreal, also unearthed in this issue. 

Before we board this Science Fiction Special, our 
One Good Turn Dept. would like to extend its 
thanks to CBS-TV for granting this publication 
Prominent mention in its WHAT'S THE LOCH 
NESS MONSTER ALL ABOUT), a televised study 
of mythical monsters aired at 1:30 this Saturday, 
February 14th past. We'd also like to thank critic 
Rob Comorosky for the glowing review of TMT he 
wrote in his syndicated newspaper column. Thanks, 
Rob. 

And while we're dishing out the kudos, we'd also 
like to save at least one for ourselves for putting 
together this typically better-than-ever sci-fi 
edition of TMT. If it accomplishes nothing else, 
we'd like to think this issue will at least Serve as yet 
another reminder that there exist things never 
dreamt of in ANY of our philosophies. 
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The World's First Newspaper of Horror; 
Sci-Fi and Fantasy 


FLASH AND FANTASY!: 


Sci-fi serial scholar Tom Rogers celebrates FLASH GORDON's 40th anniversary 
in films with this thrilling filmbook rendition of the original 1936 Universal serial. 


6 T.H.U.N.D.E.R. STRIKES AGAIN 


Comics maven Howard Phillips casts a fond backwards glance at the late, lamented 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. AGENTS, one of Comicdom's best sci-fi-cum-superhero series. 


SPACE: 1999 REVISITED! : 
Media Editor R. Allen Leider takes an indepth look at the strongest challenger to 
STAR TREK's TV SF throne and talks with stars Martin Landau and Barbara Bain. 


So says STAR TREK mentor Gene Rodd. 
the eagerly awaited STAR TREK film рг 


10 STAR TREK MOVIE MOVES CLOSER TO SCREEN!: 


lenberry, who discusses the progress of 
oject with our own R. Allen Leider. 


Staff curmudgeon Dean Latimer aims his critical га 


B THE BIG 2000 A.D. BIRTHDAY BOOK!: 
a treasure chest of futuristic cheesecake illos from pulp novels past., 


ygun at Jacques Sadoul's 2000 A.D., 


TMT previews Kung-Fu filmmaker Run Run Shaw's first forays into the fright film genre, 


b KUNG-FU KING ENTERS FRIGHT FILM RING!: 
the SF-slanted SUPER INFRAMAN and the more traditionally terrorific BLACK MAGIC. 


THE CULT OF CHAOS!: 
TMT investigative reporter Rex Weiner unravels the strange facts in the case of 
science-fiction scribe Norman Spinrad and the mysterious Cult of Chaos. 


TOP TEN SCI-FI FILMS OF ALL-TIM 
O Underground filmmaker-critic J. Hoberman kicks off anew TMT 10 Best feature 


with a lively round-up of his favorite selections from the Science Fiction Cinema 


THE MAGIC OF MELIES!: 
Georges Melies maven S.A. S; 


first authentic autuer and the 


tar contributes this informative profile on France's 
Founding Father of the Science Fiction Film. 


SCI-FI MOVIE COMICS!: 
Ron Haydock resumes his sporadic series on comic book ada 


this time focusing his critical attention on sci-fi offerings. 


ptations of fright films, Ji 


THE TMT TELETYPE FROM BEYOND TIME! = 
Being all the latest news from the World of Fri 
of recent sci-fi TV movies, a KING KONG rem. 


ght, including a special critique 
аке update and other eerie items. 


Jason Thomas journeys back a full half-century to recount what many critics hail 


29 SCI-FI'S FINEST HOUR (AND SOME ODD MINUTES)! 
as the finest science-fiction film ever made, Fritz Lang's masterful METROPOLIS. 


TELL IT TO 
THE EDITOR 


Eerie Errata 


To the Editor.. 

| enjoyed the article "The Many Deaths of 
Dracula" by Tom Rogers in your All-Vampire 
Issue (#46). However, there are a few errors | 
would like to call to your attention 

The final scene of HORROR OF DRACULA 
does not take place in an abandoned church 
but in Dracula's castle itself. Who could forget 
Peter Cushing chasing Chris Lee through the 
castle, up the stairs and into this huge room 
and finally Cushing tearing the drapes from the 
window letting in the sunlight, turning Dracula 
into a pile of dust? This was one of the greatest 
scenes ever. 

Also, Christopher Lee did not play Dracula in 
ali the Hammer films. Remember THE BRIDES 
OF DRACULA? David Peel did a fantastic job 
аз Dracula in this film, in my opinion second 
only to HORROR OF DRACULA. 

Bob Baublitz 
York, Pennsylvania 


Mr. Re replies: "You're right about 

HORROR OF DRACULA, but wrong about 

BRIDES. BRIDES OF DRACULA was not a film 

about Dracula himself but one of his disciples; 

the Count himself never appeared therein. By 
t It was 


the way, | agree with you indeed a 
good fim.” ^ 
More Mistakes 
To the Editor... 
In issue #46, in the MONSTER TIMES 


| 
Teletype, WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE is said to 


have been written by H.G. Wells. As any SF fan 
knows, it was written by Philip Wylie. 

Rick Coy 

Lake Worth, Florida 


You're right; we're wrong. WHEN WORLDS 
COLLIDE was based on a novel by Philip Wylie 
and Edwin Balmer. We stand not only 
corrected, but chastened and chagrined to 
boot. 


Machiavellian Missive 


To Dean Latimer.. 

As | read "The Life and Crimes of the Real 
Dracula" | thought that if | read the word 
“Machiavellian” in reference to The Count once 
more | would throw up. Well, | did, and | did 
Your ignorance of Niccolo Machiavelli is 
obviously volumnous. If he were the world's 
worst fiend, as you imply by using his name as 
exemplary, then Mary Poppins sold dope to 
eight-year-olds. If he was the worst Man has to 
offer, we would all be a lot safer from each 
other. 

The term “Machiavellian” is, first of all, an 
ANTI-ITALIANISM coined by the French, and 
based on a double lie: (1) that Machiavelli was 
inordinately wicked, and (2) that all Italians 
were just like him. This was, as one may 
guess, an imperialistic propaganda device. 
France wanted to absorb Italy, and found it 
Convenient to play the same game as Hitler 
with the Jews, or the Church with the "Infi- 
dels" in Palistine. 

In fact, Niccolo's image as a cruel cynic was 
cultivated by him as a joke on his contempor- 
aries. In his writings, simple political realism is 
couched in phrases that struck horror in the 
hearts of his fellow humanists at the time. 
However, his later works and a review of his life 
reveal that he did not really mean it the way he 
said, and that he never really did anything to 
deserve his reputation. Most translators, in 
view of this, edit out the nastiness in the 
original Italian versions of his works. 

| assume from these facts that: (1) either you 
read Italian, you have read Machiavelli's early 
work and have not seen his later writing, that 
you, know nothing else about him, and you 
ave accepted his reputation on the basis of 
what little you know of him, ог (2) you have not 
read Machiavelli's work at all, that you have 
accepted his reputation at face value, on the 
basis of your total ignorance of the facts. The 
Second assumption would lead me to conclude 
that you area bigot 


So which is it 
Charles E. Quick 
Biythe, Georgia 
Mr. Latimer—who, contrary to popular beliet, 
a of the Ani 


mation League—replies: 
quoth the American Coll 

Dictionary: “cha cterized by, subtle ог 
unscrupulous cunning.” He is listed as эл 
adjective, not an "antiitalianism." TH ш any 
goshdam adjectives | want to, Jack. or 
not. As for Niccolo, while its true What his 


genuine saintline: 
word he ever wro! 
work' like THE PRINCI 
may be rightfully pro 
his earliest and he 

Medicis. It certaini ' the FRENCH who 
jailed him and crippled him with torture, but 
other Italians. And finally, while Гуе read his 
г stuff too—LA MANDRAGOLA, there's a 
spicy bit of trash for you—l remain resolutely 

igoted in SPITE of it.” 


"Spaced"-Out 


To the Editor... 

| have recently viewed 3 episodes of РАС 
1999. It is by far the worst piece of junk | ha 
ever seen. The show tried to follow in the 
footsteps of STAR TREK. Unfortunately, STAR. 
TREK is stepping all over that crummy show. 
Thanks for your views on STAR TREK. 1 love. 
your paper, | love it, LOVE ITI 


breathes thro 
INCLUDING 


Bill Stratton. 
Dayton, Ohio 


For other views of SPACE: 1999, check out 
Media Editor R. Allen Leider's interview with 
the SPACE crew and Gene Roddenberry's 
remarks on page 18 jolhis issue. 


He's Not Bela 
To the Editor.. 


terrible work. He looked like a mixture of The 

Blob and the Green Slime. Otherwise your pub- 
lication is fine. 

‘Shawn Hunter 

Burleson, Texas. 


Y'know, we think you're ! about 
that. While some Bela footage did d ir in the 
film, a close examination of that still reveals 
that odds are it is NOT Lugosi in that particular 
shot. As for your Kong y 
TRY, at least. In fact, there are those who say 
we're the most trying publication around. 


Got a gripe? Somethin’ you want to. off your 
hairy chest? Or, а nite nola of 
praise for your friendly fiends at TMT? 
send Straight to us. Remember: 
all kinds ... and so do we. 

to: To the Editor, THE 


indences 
MONSTER TIMES, Box 595, Old Chelsea 
‘Station, New York, New York 10011. 
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While many folks are touting 1976 
as the 200th Birthday of these 
United States, for sci-fi fans the 
year marks a date far more auspi- 
cious than the birth of a mere 
nation—i.e., the 40th anniversary 
of the first FLASH GORDON serial. 
Yes, it was fully forty years ago 
that Universal brought to the serial 
screen their first adaptation of Alex 
Raymond’s celebrated comic strip, 
outfitting action star Buster 
Crabbe with then-futuristic space 
gear and packing him off to the 
dread planet Mongo for stirring en- 
counters with Ming the Merciless, 
the Fire Dragon, horned apes, evil 
minions and other fanciful foes. 
Here to recount those bygone 
days, in fine filmbook fashion, is 
TMT sci-fi serial scholar Tom 
Rogers... 


1. THE PLANET OF PERIL! 


Earth is in turmoil! 

The merciless fury of floods, fires, 
earthquakes, hurricanes and huge tidal 
waves imperil the entire planet. Humanity 
fears for its very existence as atmospheric 
disturbances threaten to tear the world 
apart. Professor Gordon, a famed 
astronomer, realizes that the disasters are 
being caused by a planetoid that has 
recently entered the solar system. It is on 
a collision course with earth, whose 
gravitational field has been upset by the 
speeding alien force. Unless the trouble- 
maker changes direction, both planets will 
be destroyed. 

Professor Gordon's son, Flash, is flying 
to join his father. Lovely Dale Arden is 
also on board the small passenger plane. 
Suddenly, a fierce storm makes it 
necessary for the travelers to bail out. 
When Dale experiences difficulty, Flash 
grabs her and they parachute to safety 


xx не: 
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DON'T FAIL 
US NOW. 


together. They land near a strange-look 
ing aircraft, and bearded Dr. Zarkov 
appears, holding a pistol on them. Zarkov 
is a scientific genius who intends to 
journey by rocketship to the approaching 
planetoid and divert its calamitous course. 
Flash and Dale talk this over and decide to 
accompany him on the hazardous trip. 

The trio blasts off, and death nearly 
claims them when the eccentric scientist 
forgets to turn on the oxygen supply. 
Without further mishap, the ship reaches 
its destination and breaks through the 
clouds of Mongo, the danger-laden gypsy 
planet. 

After landing the rocket, the Earthlings 
disembark and diseover they do not need 
spacesuits because of the tolerable atmos 
phere. Suddenly, two huge dinosaur- 
lizards show up and begin fighting over 
who gets to eat the humans. Fortunately, 
another airship appears, and it quickly 
emits a ray which eliminates the oversized 
iguan 

Flash, Zarkov and Dale are taken 
prisoner by Officer Torch, leader of the 
"robo-men." In the course of an audience 
with Emperor Ming, it is learned that the 
evil ruler is purposely guiding Mongo 
toward Earth, the first step in his mad 
plan to conquer the universe. After just a 
few moments' discussion, the Fu-Manchu 
like tyrant decides to: (a) conquer earth 
instead of destroying it; (b) kill Flash; (c) 
"employ" Zarkov; and (d) marry Dale. 
Princess Aura, Ming's beautiful daughter, 
is not at all pleased with the decision 
regarding Flash, because she wants him 
for herself. 

Poor Flash soon finds himself thrust 
into a large cage, where he is attacked by 
three fanged Monkey-men. The ferocious 
beasts close in on the weaponless athlete, 
but he sueceeds in beating them after a 
wild struggle. Aura joins him, and Flash 
now has to fight off several soldiers. Ming, 
determined to kill our hero, orders him to 
be cast into "the Pit.” Aura, armed with a 
hand raygun, shoots the guard who is 


= 
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Flash Gordon and Dale Arden hastily exit the scene of 
the above crimes, but their mishaps on the mad 
planet Mongo are only beginning. 


obediently reaching for a control lever. 
The man succeeds in opening а trap door 
in the floor, through which Flash and his 
impetuous companion promptly plummet. 
A den of hungry, gruesome reptiles waits 
below them! 


2. THE TUNNEL OF TERROR! 

Ming, however, concerned about his 
daughter, saves Flash and Aura by having 
a guard use an automatic net to catch 
them. He observes the rescue on his 
control panel, and sends Torch and his 
men to capture them. As the soldiers 
approach, Aura locates a door leading to 
some underground caverns. The two make 
their way to a waiting rocketship, and 


Aura leaves Flash inside while she returns 
to the palace. 

Meanwhile, back at his new laboratory, 
Zarkov is discussing the vast power of 
radioactive energy with Ming. Afterward, 
the High Priest of the Great God Tao is 
instructed by Ming to use the "dehuman- 
izer" to hypnotize Dale so that she will 
consent to wed the evil emperor. The 
order is quickly carried out. 

Back at Flash's rocket, an alarm sounds, 
and the earthman witnesses a fleet of 
gyro-ships (rotating, top-like aircraft) 
approaching. Without hesitation, he takes 
off and attacks the airborne armada. Upon 
destroying a few of his opponents, Flash's 
lone aircraft smashes into the enemy's 
lead ship. Locked together, they spin 
wildly to the ground and crash. Bearded 
Prince Thun, leader of the Lion-men, sur- 
vives the crack-up, as does Flash. They 
duel, but Flash wins and spares Thun's 
life. As they watch the skies, Ming's air 
fleet arrives, and, after a short battle, the 
invaders are driven off. 


Flash and Thun make their way to 
Zarkov's lab by way of a secret passage. 
There, Flash searches for Dale on a tele- 
viewer known as a "spaceograph" and 
learns that she is about to marry the 
insidious Emperor Ming. As he and Thun 
race to stop the ceremony, the sacred 
gong is struck; when the 13th stroke is 
heard, the wedding ceremony will be 
completed. On the way ta the rescue, 
Flash and Thun are attacked by a small 
detachment of enemy soldiers. Flash, 
breaks through, and he soon comes to a 

moth cave. As he enters, a gocko (a 
dragon with lobster-like claws) advances 
toward him. The awesome beast grabs the 
earthman and lifts him into the air, thrust- 
him straight toward its gaping jaws! 


3. CAPTURED BY SHARK MEN! 


Luckil the monster is about to 
devour Flash, Thun arrives and zaps the 
thing with his handy raygun. The two men 
race to save Dale, arriving at the 
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ceremonial chamber just before the final 
gong is struck. The mesmerized beauty is 
whisked away when. her friends cause a 
giant idol of Tao to topple. 

Fleeing through the tunnel, the fugi- 
tives come to a locked door which leads to 
the territory of the Shark-men. Thun 
destroys the obstacle, but he remains 
behind to hold off some pursuing guards. 
As Flash and Dale press on, they are 
being observed by Ming and Torch on a 
spaceograph. The tyrant causes the 
escapees to fall through another trap door, 
and they are abruptly seized by 
Shark-men (who, incidentally, don't look 
at all like sharks). The group enters a 
hydro-sub, which submerges and heads 
for an underwater city. When the vessel 
arrives at its destination, Dale is back to 
normal. She and Flash are taken before 
King Kala, who happens to be the 
pompous wrestling champion of Мз 
people. Flash goads him into a fight, which 
the earthman quickly wins. Kala sees to it 
that the victor is rewarded by being 
locked in a spacious room. As he and Dale 
watch, water rushes in and before long it 
appears that Flash may drown. However, 
ап осіоѕас (giant octopus) is sent in to 
keep the man company. The creature's 
long tentacles grab Flash and pull him 
underwater! 


4. BATTLING THE SEA BEAST! 


Fortunately, Thun and Aura arrive and 
force Kala to save Flash. After the water 
has been drawn out of the room (weaken- 
ing the octosac), Aura enters it to help her 
chosen one. She tells him that his friends 
have escaped and await him elsewhere, so 
they flee until they come upon the city's 
master control center. Flash overpowers a 
single guard while his evil companion 
rayguns the panel. This cuts off the power 
and air supplies, which dooms the 
metropolis. 

Everyone in Shark City feels the effects 
of Aura's act of destruction. Dale faints 
from lack of oxygen, and her companions 
are gasping for breath. Suddenly, Flash 
arrives on the scene. As everyone now 
attempts to escape, the palace walls 
suddenly buckle and collapse. A torrent of 
water rushes in, headed straight toward 
the helpless group! 


overthrowing Ming, he offers to help the 
earthmen. The scientist agrees. 

As Flash's party pushes on, a group of 
winged Hawk-men (sworn enemies of the 
Lion-men) attack. During the fight, Dale 
and Thun are carried off and flown to Sky 
City, which is suspended in mid-air by 
beams of light. There, a fat, bearded King 
Vultan has Thun sent to work on the atom 
furnaces, which burn radium and provide 
the power that keeps the city aloft. Of 
course, he has other plans for Dale. 

At this time, Barin's rocket arrives with 
Zarkov and picks up Flash and Aura. They 
waste no time in taking off for Sky City to 
rescue the others. When their approach- 
ing rocket is sighted, Vultan orders it de- 
stroyed. While his troops prepare for 
battle, Vultan, who apparently wants to 
wed poor Dale, tries to “get next to” her. 
When she resists his amorous overtures, 
he sics Urso, an enormous striped bear, on 
her. Although the animal does not harm 
her, she is nonetheless terrified. Vultan 
soon sends Urso away, hoping that Dale 
will be so grateful that she will accept him. 

As Vultan concentrates on Dale, Barin's 
ship is crippled by a melting ray cannon. 
The craft, in flames, noses downward and 
falls! 


6. FLAMING TORTURE! 


The rockets plunge is stopped in 
mid-air, however, when the ship is caught 
in the anti-gravity rays that support Sky 
City. Before long, the Occupants are 
brought before Vultan. Aura is treated as 
an unwilling guest and kept there so that 
her father will not attack the airborne 
metropolis. Flash and Barin are of course 
sent to toil in the furnace rooms. Zarkov, 
on the other hand, is ordered to develop a 
substitute for the dwindling radium 
supply. Without the necessary radioac- 
tive power, the elevated city would be 
doomed to destruction. 

At the capital, Torch brings a wounded 
Hawk-man before the emperor. The 
hybrid informs Ming that Flash and the 
others have flown to Sky City. The tyrant 
then departs with his air fleet to 
personally teach Vultan a lesson. 
Meanwhile, Aura convinces Dale that 
Flash's life depends on her marrying their 
fat host. At an elaborate dinner, Dale 


Tense moment from FLASH GORDON, Universal's 1936 serialization of Alex Raymond's then popular syn- 
dicated strip, finds Flash (Buster Crabbe) and Zarkov (Frank Shannon) confronting danger in TRAPPED IN 


THE TURRET! Episode the 12th in that pioneering serial. 


5. THE DESTROYING RAY! 

Thankfully, Ming observes the predica- 
ment on his spaceograph. Before the 
heroes are inundated, he uses one of his 
Super-scientific devices to` nullify the 
magnetic force holding the city under 
water. As a result, the entire metropolis 
quickly rises to the surface. Taking 
advantage of the confusion around them, 
Flash and his friends escape and head for 
the land of Thun's Lion-men. 

At this time, a chubby, moustachioed 
individual named Prince Barin visits 
Zarkov. The newcomer claims that he is 
the true ruler of Mongo, but he was 
dethroned as a child when Ming killed his 
father. In return for Zarkov's aid in 


forces herself to entice him, but she 
cannot bring herself to carry out the dis 
tasteful plan. 

In the main furnace room, a tired 
worker falls and is beaten by a winged 
guard. Flash, unable to stand by and 
watch, springs into action. His friends join 
in, and a small-scale revolt takes place. 


The soldiers, armed with ray rifles, 
quickly put down the rebellion. As punish 
ment for agitating the workers, Flash is 


taken to the "static room," where he is 
promptly chained to man-sized electrode 
bars. Vultan brings Dale to watch'as Flash 
is tortured with powerful electric shocks. 
His body goes limp amidst a shower of 
brilliant sparks! 


Rough and ready trio of fanged Monkey-men attempt to make 5а! 


те of our hero in the very first episode of 


FLASH GORDON. Flash survives the encounter with all but his shirt intact, only to find himself cast into "һе 
Pit," where several ravenous reptiles await him. (P.S. He survives that too). 


7. SHATTERING DOOM! 

Dale faints, and is taken away, as 
Vultan orders Flash killed. As fate would 
have it;however,; Aura picks that moment 
to arrive, and threatens the king with a 
raygun. The machine is shut off and a 
motionless Flash is carried to Zarkov's 
lab. The scientist uses a "reviver" on his 
friend to counteract the shocks. The treat- 
ment works, and the blond hero recovers. 
At this point, Aura is pretty fed up with 
Flash's rejection, and promises to blind 
him with a blowtorch if he does not change 
his attitude toward her. When Flash fails 
to waver, she gives up and runs off. 


Flash is returned to the heavy labor 
battalion, and this time his wrist is wired 
to the atom furnace control board so that 
he will be electrocuted if he tries to escape 
again. Later on, Zarkov secretly fixes the 
high voltage wire to enable Flash to break 
contact by throwing his shovel into the 
furnace. Zarkov cautions that when he 
does this, everyone must be behind the 
large lead wall for their own protection. 

Ming arrives at the city and demands 
the return of his daughter and the 
earthgirl. Vultan stubbornly refuses the 
bald man's demands, and even goes so far 
as to threaten Ming. As their armed forces 
are about to come to grips, Flash alerts 
the good guys in the furnace room. When 
all but the earthling are safely behind the 
lead wall, he throws his shovel into the 
furnace. A surprised guard immediately 
switches on the electric current. The 
resulting explosion seems to strike our 
unprotected hero just as he is in the 
process of leaping over the wall! 


8. TOURNAMENT OF DEATH! 


Fortunately, Flash clears the wall just 
; he is safe when the explosion 
With the guards incapacitated, the 
heroes break loose, but Flash and Thun 
are again recaptured. Vultan mercilessly 
orders their execution. Barin, howev л 
alerts Zarkov to Flash's current problem. 

Just as the Hawk-men are about to 
shoot the two captives, the walls begin to 
shake (an airquake?). Everyone becomes 
fearful, and Zarkov comes running in with 
an explanation. It seems that the atom 
furnaces are damaged and no longer able 
to supply the power needed to keep the 


city hanging in space. In the face of death, 
Zarkoy informs Vultan that he has dis- 
covered a new ray substitute that may 
save the city, but he will not use it unless 
his friends are freed. Vultan agrees to the 
demand, the ray works, and the strange 
city stops falling. 


Aura (Priscilla Lawson), daughter of Ming and would- 
be lover of Flash, bails our indefatigable hero out of. 
yet another tough situation, whi Ming himself 
(Charles Middleton), power-mad Oriental from Outer 
Space, expresses his displeasure below 
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The Monster Tities 


ALL WE WANT 
IS THE SHIRT 
OFF YOUR BACK. 


@ 


While Vultan is willing to let the heroes 
go, Ming objects and orders a Tourna 
ment of Death. Whoever survives will 
gain his freedom and a bride of his choice. 
The ruler of the Hawk-men is angry that 
his word must be broken, but he has no 
say in the matter. 

The affair is held in Sky City. Flash's 
first opponent is the Masked Swordsman 
of Mongo, whom he almost kills. The man 
turns out to be Barin, who only followed 
Ming’s orders to fight Flash because he 
Wants to marry Aura. He did not intend to 
kill his. opponent. Flash pities Barin, and 
the two remain friends. 

Flash’s last opponent is not human. It is 
the unbeatable, man-sized orangapoid 
(horned ape), and the earthman is helpless 
against the immortal creature. After a 
short time, it forces his bruised and 
bleeding body to the floor and seems to 
kill him! 


9. FIGHTING THE FIRE DRAGON! 


As the battle is going on, however, 
Aura approaches the High Priest and asks 
him how the monster may be killed. He 
blurts out that the only vulnerable area on 
the beast is a white spot at the throat. 
Without hesitation, she grabs a spear 
from an unwary guard and enters the 
arena. She whispers the secret to Flash, 
and together they slay the orangapoid. 
Ironically, Ming orders the High Priest to 
locate and kill the traitor who revealed the 
beast's weakness. Turning to the wounded 
earthman, Ming states that in three d 
during a feast festival, Flash will receive 
his just desserts. 

During the waiting period, Thun 
returns to his own kingdom to prepare for 
another invasion. Back in Ming's capital, 
Zarkov is hard at work on his inter-stellar 
radio. So far, he has been unsuccessful in 
his attempts to contact earth. 

Since Ming wants Flash dead, the High 
Priest pretends to aid Aura in drugging 
him. With the help of some soldiers, they 
carry him out of his private quarters. 

As soon as they learn of this new treach 
ery, Zarkov, Barin, Vultan and Dale 
pursue the kidnappers to the Tunnel of 
Terror, which is where the fire monster 
resides. When the villains stop to adminis: 
ter an amnesia drug to the unconsious cap: 
tive, a guard arrives and warns them that 
Flash's allies are approaching. All but the 
priest hurriedly enter the tunnel of the 
fiery creature. The wily assassin then 
rings the gong to awaken the dragon, and 


the soldiers flee for their lives. 

The monster shows up and sees the un 
conscious earthman. Zarkov and the 
others enter the tunnel just as the angry 
dragon advances toward Flash's inert 
figure! 

10. THE UNSEEN PERIL! 

Luckily, Zarkov just happens to be 
carrying around a powerful grenade, 
which he throws at the towering beast. 
The resulting explosion eliminates the 
fiery horror, and Flash is rescued. The 
tarts ranting and raving that they 
lled the guardian of the sacred 
palace, then storms off. Zarkov perceives 
that Flash has been doped, but fears that 
he may not be able to find ап antidote to 
the Lethean drug. 

On the appointed day, Flash and his 
friends assemble in the throne room. 
Sveryone knows that Flash has lost his 
memory, but Ming approves of the fact 


EVER HAVE 
THE STRANGEST 
FEELING 
YOU'RE BEING 
WATCHED? 


Flash wrestles opponent to the ground as Aura looks on, while Dale Arden (Jean Rogers) wanders 


However, a guard patrol, led by Torch, 
arrives to execute Flash. 

The good guys are helpless. Torch 
states that either Flash submit to their 
order, or his companions die. Flash backs 
up against a large, mechanized metal 
panel as the guards take careful aim. As 
Torch gives the command to fire, Zarkov 
activates something and the living target 
seems to disintegrate! 


11. IN THE CLAWS OF THE TIGRON! 


Happily, Flash has not been disinte 
grated but only rendered invisible by 
Zarkov. After the soldiers have fled in 
terror, the scientist admits that he does 
not know how long Flash will remain as he 
is. Flash does not care, for he only wants 
to remain invisible long enough to get his 
hands on Ming. 


Word of the disappearing earthman 
spreads, and the populace moves about in 
terror. This is compounded when Flash 


‘page 5 


that he and Dale are being observed by 
Aura. In order to protect the blonde 
beauty, he takes her to the catacombs 
beneath Ming's palace. Aura learns of this, 
and sends the sacred tigron (similar to an 
earth tiger) to track the girl. 

At the same time, Torch and his men 
surprise Flash (still invisible), Zarkov and 
Vultan in the lab, During the fight, the 
effects of Zarkov's ray wear off and Flash 
reappears. Barin enters the room, and he 
and Flash go to join Dale while "Doc" and 
the fat flying wonder stay behind to: hold 
off the soldiers. The tigron reaches Dale 
first. Of a sudden, it leaps upon her, 
knocking her to the ground! 


12. TRAPPED IN THE TURRET! 


Coincidentally enough, Flash arrives in 
the nick of time and attacks the striped 
animal with his bare hands. ter a fierce 
struggle, he kills it. Once again, Dale is 
sale; oddly enough, she was not cut by the 


into the path of one of two huge dinosaur-lizards who behave as though they haven't had a bite in three millennia. 


that Aura claims the earthman chose her 
to be his bride. When Vultan objects, he is 
arrested and thrown into a dungeon. 
Flash, experiencing the effects of the 
“drops of forgetfulness,” does not 
recognize his comrades, and believes 
Aura. 

Later, when Barin intervenes, 
convinces Flash that he is an enemy 
two duel, but Barin manages to knock out 
his opponent before either of them can be 
seriously harmed. Aura zips away as 
Flash is being carried to the laboratory. 
Zarkov then treats Flash with an “electro- 
reviver" to restore his memory. Of course, 
Mongolian technology and the bearded 
one's know-how succeed once again. 


goes on a rampage, attacking soldiers 
whenever he has the chance. He even 
manages to enter Ming's throne and 
threaten the tyrant. For the first time, 
Ming truly fears earth's champion. 

Flash frees Vultan from the dungeon 
prison, and the two fight their way back to 
Zarkov's lab. There, the genius has finally 
established contact with earth. Recep 
tion is weak, however, and communication 
is soon lost. As Ming plots to destroy the 
wondrous invisibility machine, the heroes 
prepare a rocket to fly them to Sky City. If 
they can reach the floating metropolis, 
they will be able to safely plot Ming's 
downfall. 

While in the laboratory, Barin discovers 


beasts sharp claws. Following this, 
Zarkov and Vultan are overpowered by 
their foes. After seeing to it that the 
invisibility machine is destroyed, Torch 
and his men take the prisoners away. 
Aura, repentant after having a heart-to- 
heart talk with Barin, goes to her evil 
father on behalf of the heroes. She and the 
others are surrounded as soon as they 
enter the room, but Barin blurts out that 
he loves Aura. When Ming sees that his 
daughter may feel the same way about 
him, the tyrant orders a cessation to all 
hostilities. He gives the earthlings their 
freedom and then commands them to 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 


Over a decade ago, an obscure 
comics company called Tower 
issuing T.H.U.N.D.E.R. 
AGENTS, a superior superhero 
series with a heavy accent on 
science fiction. In the employ of 
the United Nations, the agents of 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. could be counted 
on to storm into action whenever 
friendly folk found themselves 
imperilled by the multifarious 
forces of evil ever at work in the 
universe. TMT comics scholar 
Howard Phillips takes time out to 
reminisce about that extinct but 


began 


unforgotten sci-fi series here... 


T. main question this issue 
were the 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents? They 
1965 by an 
company known as 
and their 
asted until 
1968. Thé Higher United Nations 
Defense Enforcement Reserves 
were-a very special, top-secret 
U.N. army. Their purpose was to 


is: Who exactly 
were created in 
obscure 
Tower Comics, Inc 
original stories on 


keep the world safe from groups 
like the Warlords (just in case 
you're wondering, they weren't a 
teenage gang or a rock group), 
S-P.LD.E.R., and the Red Star. 
They did surprisingly well 
against all of their adversaries, 
and on the whole the action 
packed tales were very good 
(during the first two years, that 
is, after which the “comedy ele- 
ment” and hackneyed plots 
started creeping in more and 
more), The artwork was often 
exceptional, thanks to the consid- 
erable skills of Wally Wood, Gil 
Kane, Steve Ditko, and Al Wil- 
liamson (which is why copies of 
these scarce mags are pretty ex 

pensive nowadays). All of the 

- Issues were giant 25¢ ones, апа 

they were certainly worth it! 


Menthor's talents were all in his highly-coveted helmet, a handy piece of 
headware that not only prompted the wearer's 1.0. to increase dramatically, 
but also released latent powers of Telekinesis, Teleportation, ESP and elc. 


Dynamo, chief agent of the highly capable 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Squad, storms into action against 
alien enemies in a scene from Tower Comics’ lat 
great T.H. D.E.R. AGENTS series, a lively si 
Superhero line that featured such talented comics 

artists as Wally Wood, Gil Kane, Steve Ditko and 
AI Williamson. 


BY HOWARD. 
PHILLIPS 


-D.E.R. #1, three 
super-agents were introduced: 
Dynamo, NoMan , and Menthor. 
The T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Squad also 
made its debut, but its five 
rough-and-ready members lacked 
any really extraordinary abili- 
ties. Later on, a few more super 
heroes were added, but the 
seemingly endless, array of 
astardly villains always kept 
the good guys on the go. The 
heroes were never original, but 
certain intriguing aspects of 
their origins ара powers were. 

Dynamo was the main agent, 
and he starred in more tales than 
anybody else. He had a Thunder- 
belt (or more precisely, an 
electron molecular intensifier) 
that changed his body's atomic 
Structure. This made him nearly 
invulnerable, incredibly strong, 
and able to leap great distances 
at a single bound (sound 
Tamiliar?). Unfortunately, it also 
placed a great drain upon his 
energy, and he could not safely 
use his powers for more than half. 
an hour at a time. This enabled 
the villains to capture him on his 
very first mission, but his friends 
soon came to the rescue and 
saved the day. 

NoMan was an interesting 
chap, in that "he" was rea] 
group of identical androids. 


a 
The 


MENTHOR 


NAME: Janus, John J, 
DESCRIPTION 


REMARKS: The helmet amplifies the brain power of wearer, 
releasing latent potential for ESP, Telekinesis, 


Teleportation etc... 


AGE: 28 

HAIR: Blonde EYES: Blue HEIGHT: s' 11" 
WEIGHT: 165 
SPECIALTY. Cybernetic Helmet, 


| 
] brain of a brilliant, deceased sci 
entist was able to transfer from 
one synthetic body to another, 
and his uniform included an 
invisibility eloak (made of light 
weight, non-reflecting polarizer 
material, naturally). The expend 
able bodies "were often de 
siroyed, but the brain always 
managed to switch to another 
one just in time. 
Menthor started out as an 
enemy spy, but his cybernetic 


helmet amplified and altered his 


HONOR WINNER. 
SPECIALIST IN 


AND STRATEGY. 


з 


AN INVENTOR AND 


IN VARIOUS U.N 


subversive organiz: 
Directorate for Extra-Legal Revenue. 


brain to turn him intoa good guy. 
Later on, it gave him full-time 
super-powers. One of his best 
was the ability to absorb the 
brain power of opponents, and 
then use their strength in addi- 
tion to his own. All in all, the 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents were 
really an impressive bunch. 

In the premiere issue, the first 
evil Warlord was introduced. He 
was supposedly a criminal mas- 
termind who, as usual, wanted to 
take over the world. His combat 
resources were incredible, rang- 
ing from mentally-controlled 
“zombies” and super-robots to 
‘gigantic monsters. It wasn't until 
two books later that we learned 
about the green-skinned subter. 
ranean race and their Council of 
Warlords. In issue #8, in a Story 
called "Final Encounter," most of 
these green meanies were wiped 
out. 

Weird things were 
happening to the T.H.U 
Agents. In the second issue of 
their mag, a NoMan android was 


always 
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AFTER A SOMEWHAT 
SHADY PAST, WAS RE- 
FORMED By CHANCE. 
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The T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Squad included a crew of non-superpowered but nonetheless talented 
agents who aided and abetted their more unusual su 


accidentally taken over by one of 
the Warlords. The villain posed 
as our hero for awhile, but in the 
end our side naturally won out. It 
was in this same issue that 
Menthor officially became a good 
guy, and his inhuman employer 

sn't at all pleased when he 
quit the evil ones. As a result, 
the special agent was nearly 
killed. In the last story, the 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Squad was con- 
fronted by mutated fish. “Egg- 
head,” one of the members, 

crificed his life in order to save 
is companions. (Since Tower 
didn't play up his death, neither 
will I.) 

NoMan was almost killed off in 
the succeeding issue, when he 
ran out of artificial bodies to 
transfer to, an occupational 
hazard that, in this case, nearly 
proved fatal. In this book, too, 
Menthor was captured, and his 
treacherous brother was substi- 
tuted for him. Of course, the false 
Menthor was exposed before he 
could do any serious damage to 
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T.H.U.N.D.E.R. headquarters 
(hooray for our side!). 


LIGHTNING 
JOINS T.H. D.E.R. 
Lightning was introduced in 
issue #4. He was formerly Guy 
Gilbert, leader of the T.H.U.N. 
D.E.R. Squad. Thanks to a 
speed-inducer in his special cos 
tume, he became one of the many 
Flash rip-offs (i.e., he had super 
speed). Interestingly enough, 
this swift power also shortened 
his life because of the abnormal 
expenditure of energy involved. 
The last tale in the book, inci 
dentally, revealed that, because 
of constant use of his cyber 
netic helmet, Menthor retained 
his powers permanently. He 
found that he normally (?) had 
ESP, telepathy, hypnosis, tele- 
kinesis, and a few other arcane 
abilities even when he didn't 
wear the helmet. By the way, his 
opponent this time around was a 
man who was wearing the gifted 
headpiece. Figured! Li 


NoMan fell in love in issue #7, 
but his unexpected marriage 
proposal was refused. Further- 
more, the hidden city of the 
Subterraneans was located and 
destroyed by Dynamo in another 
tale. The concluding story ended 
with Menthor giving his life to 
save his fellow agents. This was 
the most tragic T.H.U.N.D.E.R. 
tale of all, and it was reprinted 
in a later issue. It ended at the 
cemetery, during a heavy rain- 
fall (you know, the heavens cry- 
ing for a fallen hero, and the 
like). I, for one, missed Menthor. 


In 1966, Dynamo was awarded 
his own comic (to dum!). The first 
issue showed him and NoMan 
going to the moon to track down 
some UFOs. They were given a 
hot reception by some other- 
worldly creatures, but Dynamo 
succeeded in destroying the alien 
base. Later on, Red Star 
(Chinese Communist) secret 
agents clashed with some sur- 
viving Subterraneans and, of 
course, T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Last but 
not least, Andor was introduced. 
This handsome chap was a 
human who had been raised by 
the green devils since infancy. 
During the next 20 years, he had 
been-specially trained to become 
a super-powered killer for the 
Subterraneans. His strength, 
speed, agility, recuperative pow- 
ers, and mental abilities far sur- 
passed those of mo men. 
While on his first mission, his 
humanity overflowed and he 
turned on his inhuman "parents" 
(unlikely, if you ask me). 

In order to destroy some of the 
Subterraneans, NoMan posed as 
their leader, the Overlord, in 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. AGENTS #8. 
The Raven, another reformed 
villain, made his debut in this 
book. He was given a special suit, 
complete with jet packs, that 
enabled him to fly. His personal 
abilities included hyper-acute 
hearing and vision. 

The Secret People'a Interna 
tional Directorate for Extra- 
Legal Revenue came along in the 
next issue. This world-wide gang 
of subversives was really on the 
ball, and they often gave our 
heroes a tough time. Andor 
returned in another tale, con- 
trolled by a surviving Warlord. 
Lightning confronted him, but 
when Andor regained his mental 
freedom and turned against the 
villains, the  T.H.U.N.D.E.R. 
agent understood and allowed 
him to go free. Raven turned up 
wearing a new outfit in this same 
issue. 

In issue 410, Andor was back 
once more. He again became the 
pawn of the same Warlord, and 
in the end he seemed to die in a 
plane crash. Kitten, the only 
female T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Squad 
member, was hypnotized by Red 
Star agents in a follow-up tale. 
During the same month, NoMan 
got his own comic. Among other 
things, he fought against a pair of 


OFFICIAL THUND.ER. SECRET FILE DOSSIER 


NAME: Dunn. Anthony б. 


DESCRIPTION : HAIR: None 
WEIGHT: 


“SPECIALTY: Invisibility Cloak, Ability to switch from one 


body to another. 


REMARKS: Dr. Dunn, top T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agent 
volunteered to let his human body die to transfer 
consciousness to identical android brain 


Talk about your split personalities—T.H.U.N.D.E.R.'s NoMan changed bodies faster than 


AGE: 76 


EYES: HEIGHT: 6* 


350 (Android body average weight) 


scientist 


most of us mortal types change clothes. Though the entire T.H.U.N.D.E.R. crew endeared 
themselves to large legions of sci-fi comics buffs, the series abruptly folded in 1968. Its 


memory, however, will surely remain. 


invaders from another solar 
system, and went on a journey 
into the past. In the concluding 
tale, he was helped by a good 
Subterranean. 

March was a really busy 
month:T.H.U.N.D.E.R.AGENTS 
#11, DYNAMO #3, and NOMAN 
#2 were all released. Deadly ro- 
bots, controlled by. the aliens 
from the mysterious moon base, 
took over T.H.U.N.D.E.R. head- 
quarters in DYNAMO #3. In his 
own comic, NoMan fought a, liv 
ing female mummy that had its 
own "kiss of death." In addition, 
he foiled an attempt to bring 
none other than Adolf Hitler 
back from the dead 

NoMan switched brains with a 
living man in T.H.U.N к. 
AGENTS #13, but all was set 
straight by the time the finale 
rolled around. Later on, a cheap 
churl found Menthor's previous- 
ly missing cybernetic helmet and 
proceeded to put it to decided 
ly bad use. In the end, the 
headpeice was again lost. The 
last tale was а plug for 
U.N.D.E.R.S.E.A. AGENTS, a 
companion magazine of inferior 
quality + (they only had two 
supermen). 

Dynamo was voluntarily tele 
ported to the planet of the moon 
base aliens in. the fourth issue of 
his own mag. When he nearly 
wrecked their civilization, they 
decided to leave earth alone in 
the future. 

A bearded Andor went blind in 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. AGENTS #14, 
and Dynamo was powerless to 
stop him from escaping one more 
time. Due to overuse of his 
speed-inducer, Lightning had to 
be put in suspended animation in 
this issue. Also, NoMan fell 
under S.P.LD.E.R.'s mental in- 
fluence and nearly died again. 

The next issue began with 
Andor's reappearance, and in the 
end he was unknowingly re- 
united with the last remaining 
Warlord. Lightning was cured in 


a succeeding tale, while NoMan's 
brain ended up on a distant 
planet for awhile. After defeat- 
ing the aliens who had plotted to 
attack earth, he managed to send 
his mind back to where it 
belonged. It remained on our 
world for the remainder of the 
series. 

Andors vision partially re- 
turned in the 16th issue, but he 
remained an anti-hero. This was 
his final appearance in the series. 
NoMan assumed a human identi 
ty with the help of some special 
makeup, but that didn't last long. 
Finally, Dynamo developed com- 
bat fatigue! The sure strove for 
reality at Tower! 


T.H.U.N.D.E.R. GOES UNDER 


In T.H.U.N.D.E.R. AGENTS 
#17, the cybernetic helmet 
turned up in the hands of 


S.P.LD.E.R. for a time, but then 
it was lost again at story's end. 
Dynamo seemed to go back in 
time in the following book, but 
nothing was made certàin. This 
and the next issue contained one 
reprint each, and the last 
magazine in the series ($20) was 
an all-reprint issue (sorta lik 
lot of Marvel's current titles). 
Both DYNAMO and NOMAN 
had ceased publication months 
earlier. The end had finally come. 

Optimistically speaking the 
T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents still 
exist, but their exploits are too 
important to be revealed to the 
public. Pessimistically speak 
ing, they never really existed, 
and we'll never see them again 
(except for an occasional fanzine 
appearance, perhaps) Thats 
really unfortunate, because they 
were a really good group. They 
were the first team to combine 
superheroes with the spy eraze 
of the 1960s, and they did it 
pretty well. For a while there, 
things really hopped in the pages 
of the T.H.U.N.D.E.R. AGENTS. 

Thanks, Tower Comics, Inc. 
We won't forget you. a 
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їп keeping with the current revival 
of wings macabre, all the eerie 
ephemera that’s been appearing 
lately in places where madmen 
normally fear to tread will be duly 


As this colorful cover from the 
December 26, 1975 edition of CUE 
Magazine amply demonstrates, battle 
lines are being drawn between hard- 
core Trekkies and dedicated followers 
of the ITC’s outer space usurper, 
SPACE: 1999. To be sure, the shows’ 
audiences overlap to some extent, 
but, according to CUE's inside arti- 
cle (by Mike Jahn, the very same re- 
porter who covered TMT for GALLERY 
Magazine a while back), there has 


SCI-FI TAKES CUE 


been written on the newer series’ 
dearth of winning characters and 
overemphasis on special effects, to 
say nothing of the flagrant scientific 
flaws that have aroused the critical ire 
of the likes of Isaac Asimov. Support- 
ers of the series, on the other hand, 
contend that Trekkies are lost in time, 
expending their considerable fan 
energy on a show that no longer 
exists...except as a huge industry and 
state of mind. For our writers’ views 


reported in this irregular column, 
THE MONSTER SCENE 
brought to you by your friendly 
fiends-in-the-field at TMT. (.. 
listen for the sound д! applause.) 


THE KING 
AND OUI 


For some strange reason, King Kong 
has become a celeb of some standing 
in many of the nation's leading slicks. 
Not only did Bury St. Edmund's THE 
FILMS OF KING KONG humor piece 
appear in the January '76 edition of 
OUI Magazine, but a recent issue of 
GALLERY offered a similar simian 
Salire entitled QUEEN KONG. No 
doubt the much-heralded planned 
remakes of the 1933 fright film classic 

providing some of the inspiration 
for all this apish activity, but we must 
admit that this sudden rash of Kong 
Komedy leaves us more than a little 
bit baffled. | mean, what't supposed 
to be so godawful funny about a fifty- 
foot ape in unrequited love with a hu- 
man lady a tenth his size in the first 
place, is what we'd like to know. Sure- 
ly stranger things than THAT are hap- 
pening even as you read this. 


also been a great deal of heated de- 
bate over the merits and/or demerits 
of the respective shows. Much has 


C 


WEEKLY ENTE 


on this sci-fi subject, check 
elsewhere this issue. 
Meanwhile, debate goes on. 


THE NEW CUE: SEVEN LEISURE 
MAGAZINES IN ONE 

EVENTS • THEATRE © ARTS « FILMS 
DINING • FM-HI Fl « TELEVISION 


LDE TO NEW YORKCAREA + THROUGH DECEMBER 26, 1975 « 60 CENTS 


BOSTON 
MARATHON 


For Bay area sci-fi fans, the eerie 
event was little less than a dream 
come true. Boston’s Orson Welles 
Cinema, in conjunction with THE 
BOSTON PHOENIX [a local weekly], 
presented a “24-Hour Marathon of 
Star-Spangled, Monster-Studded, 
Science-Fiction Classics.” The mon- 
strous marathon ran from 12 noon 
February 15th to 12 noon the follow- 
ing day and featured no fewer than 14 
sci-fi features, including THE THING, 
WAR OF THE WORLDS, INVASION 
OF THE BODY SNATCHERS and, as 
an extra added attraction, the 
ever-popular STAR TREK Blooper 
Reel. The entire marathon cost only 


1001 Mass Ave., Cambridge 


CURSE OF THE CANDIDATES 


$4.75 per ticket (plus a free brunch) 
which, as this PHOENIX ad points 
out, comes to a more than reasonable 
34¢ per film. Let's hope other theaters 
around the country get the word and 
stage similar sci-fi marathons of their 
own. 


For some scurrilous reason, political 
cartoonists have been going out of 
their way of late to employ monster 
metaphors when deriding various 
public figures. The latest case in 
point to catch our collective eye is 
this Sorel cartoon appearing in the 


January 19, 1976 issue of TIME. 
Though Hubert Humphrey ma 
indeed be a Man of a Thousand [Poli- 
tical] Faces, none of them pretty, we 
do wish cartoonists would stop 
maligning the good name of Monster- 


dom this way. 


EERIE AWARDS 


The Los Angeles-based Academy of 
Science Fiction, Fantasy, And Horror 
Films (a non-profit, tax-exempt cor- 
poration of some 200 experts in the 
science fiction, fantasy, and horror 
film genres) presented its 3rd Annual 
Golden Scroll Awards For 1975 this 
January 31st past. We thought that 
the Academy's selections would be of 
interest to TMT readers, and so here 
are the winners in the major creature 
categories. The envelopes, please: 
Best Science Fiction Film 1975: 
ROLLERBALL. 

Best Fantasy Film 1975: DOC 
SAVAGE. 

Best Horror Film 1975: 
FRANKENSTEIN. 

Special Award 1975: JAWS. 

Best Actor: JAMES CAAN (ROLLER- 
BALL)and DON JOHNSON (A BOY 
AND HIS DOG). 

Best Actress: KATHERINE ROSS Auman- 
(THE STEPFORD WIVES). ARARA 

Best Supporting Actor: MARTY PA 
FELDMAN (YOUNG FRANKEN- СА / 
STEIN) 2 


YOUNG 


Once 
it was 


Best Supporting Actress: IDA LU- 
PINO (THE DEVIL'S RAIN) 


PAPER SIMIAN 


This ad for Strathmore paper products 
also makes generous use of the Kong 
legend. The copy tie-in has it that 
even as intimidated citizens feared 
Kong, so do some designers and 
printers fear Strathmore's allegedly 
high paper prices. But said designers 
and printers are in error, the copy 
points out, because while it's true f Best Direction: MEL BROOKS 
their product “looks like hand-made, # (YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN). 
imported paper," it "doesn't cost like Ẹ Best Writing: IB J. MELCHOIR and 
one." Thanks go to the TMT Just In fl HARLAN ELLISON 

Case You Were Wondering Dept. for 4 Special Life Career Award 
bringing this item to our attention LANG 


Hubert Humphrey 


we CANDIDATE WHO 
WOULDN'T DIE’ 
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SOCKS 


A recent edition of the NEW YORK 
SUNDAY TIMES carried this pitch for 
Camp's new line of Super Hero 
Socks. The “All-Star Athletic Tube 
Socks” feature color prints of, among 
other superheroes, Superman, Bat- 
man, Robin and Shazam. Remember, 
you saw it second in THE MONSTER 
TIMES 


FRITZ 


LTS ET EPS TET тутуру; 
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The Monster Times Tk 


WATCH OUT STAR TREK: 


HERE COMES 


While the popularity of the late, 
lamented STAR TREK teleseries 
continues to expand, loyal Trek- 
kies have recently been faced with 
a formidable challenger to the TV 
sci-fi throne, ITC’s SPACE:1999. 
You may recall that back in TMT 
#41 we ran a brief preview of the 
series; since then, SPACE: 1999, 
without the benefit of any network 


support, has inspired a cult follow- SPACE: 1999 stars Martin Landau and Barbara Bain are hoping that the BY R. ALLEN LEIDER ] 
ing of its own. To present a fuller s British teleseries has a long and fruitful future ahead of it, 
picture of the SPACE: 1999 saga, though many STAR TREK supporters take a less generous view of the show. 
we sent R. Allen Leider to report on fea: 
the show's progress and talk with bot 
stars Martin Landau and Barbara cal 
Bain. His fascinating findings шо 
follow forthwith... lini 
: sut 
In 1999, the moon is blasted out of E 
earth's orbit. On it are some 300 men and вес 
women from all nations of earth, originally hou 
based there to man an early warning de- The 
fense system and to repel possible in- zs 
vaders. The catastrophe is caused by a | One 
series of spectacular thermonuclear ex- | inn 
plosions that tear away portions of the T 
moon and completely alter its gravita- | tra 
tional relationship with earth. Poe 
With Moonbase Alpha intact, the moon г 
сагеепѕ inexorably away from earth. It йе: 
сап never return, and becomes the only able 
world for its inhabitants, whose goal now | per 
is to find a compatible planet on which to 18е 
settle. E that 
Seltsustaining, the base is able to (the 
maintain survival conditions. Food, air A 
and water recycling installations are | ing. 
powered by atomic and solar energy. All othe 
systems necessary for the life functions of T 
the people, and the computer-governed апо! 
operations of the complex machinery, are jecti 
operative—making the runaway moon opti 
totally self-supporting. man 
Thus the fateful journey through the shot 
incredible vastness of space begins. In the mar 
course of their adventures, the explorers гези 
match wits and weapons with the fantastic 1 
life forms found throughout the galaxies, logy 
and with the awesome forces of the "On 
universe itself. mos 
ST , асаа eae 
crea 
In tireless pursuit of all the latest unde 
news of Star Trek mentor Gene ing r 
Roddenberry’s equally tireless to he 
attempts to bring a gala STAR ED 
TREK movie to the silver screen, gue 
we dispatched TMT correspondent ТА 
R. Allen Leider to California to Se 
query Gene about the ongoing реор 
STAR TREK story. His hot-off-the- Ro 
wire report begins herewith... — ` while They 
former comf 
IN’ Witiam Shatner ‘hini 
TREKK ossi 
TOWARD GENE and Leonard Nimoy | ae 
THE LIGHT further ||| ТА 
word Е 
onthe || using 
project's | inclu 
RODDENBERRY aa х 
work 
If things) had gone smoothly, the new 1 espe 
STAR TREK feature would be in full- H use r 
swing production right now. But they the s 
haven't, and it isn't. In fact, the third draft cam \ 
of the proposed screenplay is just now ical у 
being mulled over by Bob Evans at ту 
Paramount and won't be judged for some ead TA 
А E Э ; у continues Ro 
time yet. Just what is happening with that his campaign to get his proposed STAR TREK movie in the сап direc 
grandiose project, designed not only to RD 2) ес 
get STAR TREK on theater screens but cials 
to restore the TV series as well, is better Roddenberry: The statusof the STAR wond 
told by the creator of the project and TREK motion picture feature—as of used 
series both—Gene Roddenberry. January 14, 1976—seems to be that we are know 
5 at last close to a contract with Para a dire 
TMT: What, exactly, is the current mount, My representatives and Para- CHE 


status of the STAR TREK movie? 


mount have agreed on most of my points— inven 


Марі 


EXPERT EFFECTS 


The special effects offer a major 
challenge for the creators of the SPACE: 
1999 series. They provide some of the 
most vivid, exciting and imaginative as- 
pects of the production, and credit must 
go to two men, Brian Johnson, designer 
and director of the special effects depart- 
ment, and special effects director Nick 
Allder. 

Brian Johnson is one of the film world’s 
most experienced and knowledgeable 
special effects men. He has worked on the 
fantastic effects in TASTE THE BLOOD 
OF DRACULA, WHEN DINOSAURS 
RULED THE EARTH, and the Stanley 
Kubrick blockbuster 2001: A SPACE 
ODYSSEY. Hiw work for SPACE: 1999 is 
confined to a specially built complex at 
Pinewood Studios in London. 

“My first challenge was to design a 
feasible Alpha Moonbase. That is, feasible 
both on the scientific front and the practi- 
cal front...studio space. I designed a 
modular Alpha," states Johnson, "and 
linked the sections together with a sort of 
subway system. It's a combination 
elevator and pneumatic tube. The scenery 
sections of the Alpha Moonbase are 
housed at the Pinewood soundstages. 
There are about 18 of them in all and they 
are interchangeable for greater flexibility. 
One wall with certain details can be used 
in many sets with minimal restyling.” 

The next problem was the actual space 
travel sequences. For these Brian Johnson 
created the Eagle spacecraft. 

“The Eagle was another of my modular 
ideas. The central cabin is interchange- 
able and can be switched with passen- 
ger, freight or other modules. It's a bit 
insect-like in appearance. It developed 
that way as I doodled it together. They 
(the Eagles) take off vertically and then 
move forward with rear rockets function- 
ing. Some are laser-equipped for battle, 
others are just for transport." 

The special optical effects are shot at 
another studio with rear and front pro- 
jection screens and special high-pattern 
optical devices. The models are tested 
many times before the actual footage is 
shot. The effects footage is then optically 
married to the other footage and the 
results are nothing less than spectacular. 

"There is.a great emphasis on techno- 
logy," Space star Martin Landau affirms. 
"One of the pieces of hardware that we're 
most dependent on is the master compu- 


creative control and things like that. I 
understand that Paramount, after invest- 
ing millions of dollars in this venture, has 
to have controls of its own, but I have the 
same control I had over the show. That's 
alll really wanted. 


TMT: Are they keeping the idea of ten 
superstar cameo roles for their contracted 
people? 

Roddenberry: Yes, the cameos are in. 
They are still thinking in terms of a very 
comfortable budget and that I should 
think of writing in terms of the best 
possible STAR TREK film rather than 
writing for money-oriented ideas. 

TMT: Are they keeping the idea of 


using the Magicam process for the 
inclusion of miniature sets? 
Roddenberry: Maybe. Some things 


work, others don't. It still needs refining, 
especially if you want to zoom in or out, or 
use multiple cameras. Until we settle on 
the script it will be hard to judge if Magi- 
cam will be the best way, or most econom- 
ical way, of handling things. 

TMT: Has it been used before? 


Roddenberry: I've heard stories from 
directors who have used it for commer- 


cials and special projects who say “It was 
wonderful,” and stories that “I wish I had 
used the oldfashioned way.” So who 


knows? When we get into script and have 
a director and a cameraman we may find a 
scene that, with a little re-working in an 
interesting way, will adapt very well for 
Magicam. It will save money too, when 


As has been noted, great attention is paid to the technical aspects of SPACE: 1999. A team of make-up 


artists labored long and hard to transform Barbara Bain into this convincing cavewoman on view here for 
THE FULL CIRCLE episode of that series, in which Moonbase Alpha becomes. trapped in a time warp. 


ter on Moonbase Alpha. We have a sort of 
love-hate relationship, with it. The tech- 
nician-scientist who runs it adores it... 
it's almost a romance. To him, the 
computer can do no wrong. As commander 
of the base, I have to depend more on 
human emotional factors for making de- 
cisions. When that computer makes a 
mistake—or I think it does—I want to kick 
it the way you kick your car when it dies 
on the freeway at rush hour.” 


SCIENCE FRICTION 
Of course, the show has raised some 
eyebrows in scientific circles. The 
technical data and premises from which 
the show operates have come under fire 
from more than one quarter. Shortly after 


you consider building an alien landscape 
or city over twenty square feet under 
controlled conditions instead of using a 
whole soundstage. Of course, the parts of 
the USS Enterprise that are used 
regularly and in key dramatic scenes, like 
the bridge, will be full size. 


TMT: Are you still planning to re- 
design the bridge with new materials? 

Roddenberry: Yes. When we first de- 
signed it we had a limited budget, and 
since, of course, new materials have been 
created..digital readouts, new controls 


z 
the prestigious Science Digest printed an 
article expressing the view that the show 
was at once fantastic enough to intrigue 
the imagination and real enough to be 


scary, letters came pouring in from 
experts and amateurs alike offering all 
sorts of criticisms of the show's premises. 

One of the most oft-attacked aspects of 
the show is the premise that the kind of 
explosion described in the first episode 
could indeed have blasted the moon out of 
orbit in the direction and at the speed the 
series tells us it did. Crities were quick to 
point out such scientific errors: 

“If the explosion were to occur on the 
dark side of the moon, as the 1999 
program has it, then the moon would be 
sent hurtling into the earth, not away 


and new plastics. The rail on the old 
bridge was simply 2x4 lumber sanded and 
painted. In the new set we'll have a 
molded railing. 

TMT: Will the outside of the ship 
undergo alteration? 

Roddenberry: No. It will remain the 
same. It’s something too sacred at this 
stage to be tampered with. 


TMT: Have you seen SPACE: 


1999? What do you think of it? 


Roddenberry: I agree with most of the 
criticisms that Isaac Asimov 


has ex- 
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from it.” 

And: 

“Even in 24 years, the accumulation of 
atomic waste would never amount to the 
quantity needed for an explosion of the 
magnitude of that blast shown in the 
SPACE: 1999 show.” 

Most of the scientific scholars, even 
though their precise criticisms differed 
greatly, were of the opinion that the 
amount of energy needed to blast the 
moon out of orbit was impossible to create 
under the circumstances shown in the 
program. In fact, one astute individual 
stated that the sun’s total output of 
energy would be needed for over 40 hours 
to perform the feat. Even renowned: 
science and sci-fi writer-editor Dr, Isaac 
Asimov agreed with most of the show's 
critics. 

In fact, Dr. Asimov published some 
interesting observations on the subject. 
Among other criticisms, he questioned 
why the Alpha Moonbase is always lit the 
same, from the same direction and always 
very brightly, despite the constantly 
changing light sources (stars) around it. 
Asimov concluded that STAR TREK was 
by far the more accurate of the two shows, 
as it had the foresight to hire scientific 
advisors to prevent misinformation from 
polluting the minds of. impressionable 
viewers. 

The simple fact is that when you deal in 
reality to the extent that events depicted 
in a sci-fi format represent what 
supposedly could happen tomorrow, you 
are trapped by the limits of present-day 
technology. In STAR TREK, creator Gene 
Roddenberry had the advantage of being 
able to assume great leaps forward in 
technology and was thus allowed to utilize 
such otherwise fanciful devices as warp 
drive, phaser weaponry and the like 
without being subjected to vitriolic 
rebuttals. Still, conflicts over science 
fiction vs. science fact notwithstanding, 
SPACE's popularity continues to grow at 
a phenomenal rate. 


NETWORKS NIX SPACE SERIES 


Most of the headaches began after the 
initial episodes of SPACE: 1999 had been 
completed. SPACE creators ITC figured 
that the major American networks would 
fight tooth and nail to secure the rights to 
the series. Instead, network brass 
ho-hummed the idea. Why? Like its pre- 
decessor, STAR TREK, SPACE: 1999 had 


LL радардан 


pressed. However, from a producer's 
point of view, the success of any science- 
fiction series on American television is a 
blow for all of us. Everything that opens 
eyes at the programming offices and ad- 
vertisers' desks helps us get back on the 
air. 


TMT: Do you like the term science 
fiction or do you prefer some other, non- 
typed title—like science drama or futur- 
istic drama? 

Roddenberry: No, science fiction is fine 
with me. I often use the term imaginative 
drama too. It depends what the project is. 
Imaginative drama includes fantasy, and 
science fiction should be realistic or scien- 
tifically plausible, which fantasy often 
isn't. 


TMT: What is the greatest fault of 
science-fiction producers? 


Roddenberry: Well, as I was about to 
say, SPACE: 1999 makes this mistake and 
so have many of the best science-fiction 
writers and producers: They put all or too 
much emphasis on the effects, The 
effects men are really most of the 
s substance. The effects really have 
the starring roles over the three-dimen- 
sional human beings, whose. roles are 
diminished to supporting the effects; You 
cannot treat science fiction as something 
outside the rormal field of drama; It is 
drama, just under different, futuristic 
circumstances, It responds to the rules of 
drama li ny other form of dramatic 
endeavor. So often the characters. in 


a peculiarity that the network mentality 
doesn't like: It was different. Network 
minds like lookalikes...detective series, 
westerns, medical shows, etc. They are 
afraid of imagination, creative writing and 
the like because it might not appeal to 
people who buy the sponsors’ products. 
They want to sell toothpaste, not quality 
entertainment. 

"As we all could have predicted," 
Landau remarks, “when the series was 
sold to individual stations across the 
country, it sold like hotcakes. The ratings 
showed it to be miles ahead of anything 
else in that time slot, including all net- 
work programs.” 

In fact, the show has been so successful 
running exclusively on independent 
stations (over 150 at last count) that ITC is 
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on to the extent that STAR TREK has, 

Unlike STAR TREK, SPACE makes no 
pretense of being philosophy disguised as 
science fiction. SPACE: 1999 is pure 
futuristic gadgetry, fantasy, and adven- 
ture, with an occasional monster or two 
tossed in for good measure. It also sports 
some very talented guest stars, like 
Christopher Lee, Peter Cushing and 
Richard Johnson, to cite a few of the 
better-known. 


SPACE VS. STAR 
“One of the best things about SPACE: 
1999 that STAR TREK didn't have is a 
sense of immediacy,” Martin Landau 
opines. “Our series is just 25 years or so 
away. STAR TREK was hundreds of 
years іп the future..very hard to 


SPACE: 1999 and other shows come off as 
two-dimensional entities, not because the 
actors aren't good—many are excellent— 
but because the script isn't featuring 
them, but the opticals. 


TMT: The new shows will develop the 
characters more, we hear. 

Roddenberry: Yes, the second season, 
I hope so. 

TMT: What about your other pro- 
jects? 

Roddenberry: Well, GENESIS II has 
gone its route for the time being. CBS 
didn't buy it. ABC made its own pilot and 
then the movie for TV with the same cast 
but not with my name. It was too far gone 
at that stage. 


TMT: What about QUESTOR? 

Roddenberry: It's still shelved at NBC. 
They didn't want to pursue it without 
major changes. They said some nonsense 
like it was too much like THE SIX 
MILLION DOLLAR MAN and they 
wanted to write out some of the key 


Universal said no. The same thing 
happened. 


TMT: It seems that the networks are 
getting their hands into the pot more than 
belore. 


Roddenberry: Yes. They are all over 
the place. In PLANET EARTH, the 
second GENESIS II attempt, the casting 
was just a horror. They turned down 14 
патеѕ І suggested. They were so far int 
the production date they didn’t even run 
screen tests on my people. 

TMT: With the movie project in full 
throttle, do you have time for any other 
projects? 

Roddenberry: All writers have other 
projects in the fire. I just have to find time 
with most of my energy right now going 
into the final scripting of the STAR TREK 
movie. Also, it helps if you get stuck on 
one project to switch to another for 
relaxation. 

TMT: When do you think we'll have 
some good news, like an accepted script 
and a casting call? 


The 
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preparing a second season of 24 more comprehend in a real sense..and very T 
episodes for the series. Presumably they idealistic, which is fine for what it is. But I ne 
based their decision on the fact that like relevancy better. The man I play ы 
SPACE is wiping out all competition in might be one of the kids watching. Не Scienc 
two major markets, New York and grew up in the fifties and knows every- Sadou 
Chicago. Just what the network execs in thing they know. He may even have cone 
New York are doing about it is not known. watched STAR TREK, but he’s more real No 
ares It is known that producing and to the viewer. He's very vulnerable too. ing y: 
1999's distributing the show cost International The problem with the STAR TREK spend 
elaborate Television Corporation over $6'/2 million— attitude is that they could afford to be nice propo: 
8 the most expensive TV series ever (0 everyone they met; they had this Doy dh 
Ars eer attacked created. They spared nothing to make gigantic ship and enough fire power to range 
by not one but two groups of detractors sure the series was the finest money could destroy whole planets. We don't. We area those 
ROREM STAR TREK S Gene Rodden: buy. small force at the mercy of the elements have г 
эрсе electe srera em ede ty “One -thing that impresses me," and all we encounter. A very real situation fraai 
matic value; others like Dr. Isaac Asimov, { comments Landau, “is the use of exterior that people really connect with.” makin 
pees sel ere eres scientific [ГЕ and interior sets. In most series, many of Like many actors who became success- kids! 
- the sets are used over and over again. for ful in films and TV, Martin Landau didn't - But 
1999, they built each exterior and alien begin- his career with any theatrical 10/845 
planet set from scratch so it would be a ambitions at all. Like Robert Redford and {тйтп 
new and different place each time, not a Gene Hackman, he began as a graphic than-c 
gathering of rearranged fiberglass rocks artist. ble g 
and such. The interiors too were often "I was always talented with paints and eU 
changed and only main areas of activity things," he relates. "It led me to study art аре; 
appear frequently, for continuity.” at New York's Pratt Institute, the same the F 
The series is produced by the same place that Robert Redford studied. From specif 
British-based concern that had previously there I went to the Art Students League soam 
produced such successful series as MY and finally got my first real job as staff we 
PARTNER THE GHOST, THE SAINT artist in the New York Daily News art which 
THE PROTECTORS, DEPARTMENT S department." ted w 
and the not-so-successful U.F.O. And ITC It didn't take long, however, for the secon 
is very happy with its new gold-mine. acting bug to bite. corres 
After U.F.O. bombed, they went looking “I had always been interested in it Or 60 
for ways to use the sets and crews in a (acting), but not as a career. My first real Bess 
new sci-fi project, and SPACE: 1999 was acting experience was in summer stock. I publis 
the result of that search. Both series was so bad that I decided to attend acting fup 
utilize the same well-designed futuristic- classes full time.” men 
moonbase, laser guns and high-fashion It was in one of his classes that he first eine 
uniforms. Only for SPACE: 1999, more met a pert and pretty model named book 
than a few bucks went to Rudi Gernreich Barbara Bain. But 
for the designs, which may become com- sabe 
mercially available should the series catch CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 
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people. It is always a hassle. It's owned While Bill Shatner has his hands full with Tribble troubles, Gene Roddenberry faces even weightier problems Rodd к 

right now by NBC, Universal and a small in his ongoing attempts to bring STAR TREK to the screen and, hopefully, back on the lube. You can count lenberry: Next spring, I hope. 
noctionforibiby me. Itis conceivable that on TMT's keeping careful track of this still-developing story and relaying all updated reports to you 
Universal may buy out NBC and bring it 
elsewhere. Who knows? 


TMT: We'll be listening for the an- 
nouncement. Are you doing any more 
hat's a problem. When was not what the advertiser thought lecture tours or conventions? 
introduced, I wanted would sell the toothpaste. In fact, all 12 of Roddenberry: Yes. I'll d e of the 
TMT: One Of the things that has always Lloyd Bridges for the lead. The TV people my choices were dumped out the sz STARCONS back east next mon a 


bothered me is the casting. I thought fora went to their statistics file—the TV-Q list мау. They chose a very capable few more lectures. I'll make them quick, - 
„long time that many of the shows, used by the advertisers to tell them who Alex Cord—but not for it though. There's a lot to do here. I think we 
GENESIS II and QUESTOR in fact, would sells what and how they will sell it—and turned out. As for QU can see the light at the end of the tunnel... 2 [ 


have gone series if the casting was better. told me that Lloyd Bridges ina TV sci-lier and wrote it for Leonard Nimoy. well, you know what I mean H 
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T. visuals here are taken from a 
175-page paperback called 2000 A.D.: 
Illustrations from The Golden Age of 
Science-Fiction Pulps, by Jacques 
Sadoul of France. The Henry Regnery 
Co. of Chicago sells it for $7.95 a 
shot, and it has fewer than ten color 
pages. As a gift for a friend, suppos- 
ing you like somebody enough to 
spend $8 on them, it might be quite a 
propos, but God forbid you should 
buy it for yourself. This is a pretty 
book, though none too prettily ar- 
ranged or reproduced: it is one of 
those books that might be nice to 
have around, as long as it came for 
free. In short, a birthday book. Look 
no further than 2000 A.D. when 
making your next gift-book selection, 
kids! 

But oh yes, there is another use for 
this book, or "function," if you will 
The first thing one notices from 
thumbing through it is the more- 
than-generous abundance of visi- 
ble girl offered here. The book is 
categorized, admittedly, into such 
sundries as the ET's, robots, space- 
Ships, weapons, and architecture of 
the Future, and delegates only 20 
Specific pages to "Women Of The 
Cosmos." Withal, it is a highly 
unlucky browser who can open this 
book to any two facing pages of 
which one won't feature a damsel fit- 
ted with an inordinate complexity of 
secondary sex characteristics, and a 
corresponding simplicity of costume. 
Of course, no one can deny that this 
pulp stuff wasn't originally florid with 
cheesecake, but still and all, the 
publishers are manifestly hoping for a 
fat pick-up percentage from gentle- 
men whose primary interest lies not 
in science-fiction memorabilia, but 
something else. In this sense, the 
book is very nearly worth eight bucks 

But hopefully it'll sell well, for the 
sake of M. Sadoul, and in a larger 
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Sitting through a pile of recently published terror tomes 
in search of a suitable book for staff curmudgeon Dean 
Latimer to review, we finally decided on Jacques Sadoul's 
2000 A.D.: ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE GOLDEN AGE 
OF SCIENCE-FICTION PULPS, reasoning that Dean 
would find nothing mean to write about a book comprised 
almost entirely of pictures. Unfortunately, we under- 
estimated the depth of Dean's spleen, as you'll see in the 
less-than-loving review that follows... 
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sense for the sake of hack-writers in 
general. It must have been a lot of fun 
to put this together, and no great 
sweat, either. Exclusive of the picture 
captions, there are only some dozen 
pages of body copy in the book. Here 
the best of the featured illustrators 
are bioed, and the obvious critical 
points are made: how hopeful the 
future looked back then, how ridicu- 
lously anthropoid all the ET's gener- 
ally were, how astonishingly little 
erotica there ever was in the stories as 
compared to those luscious visuals 
much There is not much more anybody can 
г our say about these pictures, except to 
maybe wonder why so few of today's 
overpaid illustrators can do anything 
close to the stuff these artists did for 
pennies. (Item: We learn here that 
Virgil Finlay, the best of the lot, died 
broke in 1971, of cirrhosis, no less. 


ae ЖЖ, 
d db HN 
КЮЕ tnit 


Above, a Virgil Finlay scene from H.G. 
Wells' THE TIME MACHINE in FAMOUS 
FANTASTIC MYSTERIES (August 1950); 
below, that same artist's illustration for 
FANTASTIC ADVENTURES (November 
1952). Neither were found in the book's 
“Women of the Cosmos” section. 


As for Sadoul's captions, they read 
rather suspiciously like the table-of- 
contents blurbs that hyped the ori- 
ginal stories. Example, a visual for 
Murray Leinster's "The Man In The 
Iron Cage" (Startling Stories, Nov 
1947): "A horde of ‘things’ from space 
has invaded Earth. Here one of them 
is sucking the blood of a sleeping 
young woman. Jim Hall, a discredited 
Scientist, is humanity's only defense 
against this threat." As Ed McMahon 
would say, everything you'd ever want 
to know about that picture is summed 
up completely in just 34 words. 

So here's hoping the book sells big, 
and creales a demand among pub- 
lishers for more of the kind. This is 
the sort of stuff you can write dead 
drunk 
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ТМТ 1, COLLECTOR'S 
CLASSICS, 

Our special premier issue 
containing part one of “The 
Men Who Saved Kong,” 
NOSFERATU, DER GOLEM 
and BUCK ROGERS. Also 
included is a Berni Wright- 
son Frankenstein color 
poster and Wrightson's 
NOSFERATU comic strip. 


IMT 12, 
RGE. 


GORGEOUS 


TMT 2, SPECIAL STAR 
TREK EDITION, 

Our first all STAR TREK 
edit:on, featuring the “Star 
Trek Saga,” interview with 
William Shatner, profile of 
Leonard Nimoy and story 
оп Gene Roddenberry. Also 
Gray Morrow's Star Trek 
color centerfold, STAR 
TREK comics 

теп of the © 


ТМТ 20, STILL MORE S-F 
AND STAR TREK, 

Our third 5-1 Issue contains 
à 12-page STAR TREK pull- 
out, which includes our al- 
ready classic "Keep On 
Trekin'^ poster, STAR 
TREK filmography. STAR 
TREK Yellow Pages, review 
of the STAR TREK books 
and Mr. Spock model. Also 
FU MANCHU, ез 


TMT 21, THE T 
FRANKENSTEIN, 
Filmbook — on 
FRANKENSTEIN, 
plete FRANKE" 


FRANKENS 
movies. 


ТМТ #28, HUNCHBACK 
SPECIAL, ... A special 
Lon Chaney/ Hunchback 
issue with centerfold 
puppet of the Hunch- 
back, an article and 
iMlustrations оп 
Chaneys make-up tech- 
nique. Also, PLASTIC 
MAN, Willis O'Brien's 
BLACK SCORPION, new 
Hammer releases and the 
WAX MUSEUM. 


TMT #29. ABOMINABLE 
SNOWMAN. 


Strange memorial, SIN- 
BAD'S GOLDEN VOYAGE 
Also FROM HELL IT CAME 
AND Death is a Way of Life 


TMT #36, CURSE OF 
WEREWOLF 


ТМТ #37. GAMMERA 
THEINVINCIBLE 
wn words. GAMMERA 


TMT 3, GIANT BUGS ON 
THE MUNCH, 

Filmbook ol bug classic. 
THEM. “Bugs in the Go- 


0 
about ihe Kin 
THE BLOB!, Con- 
ions of a make-u 
ter, The Mad Ghoul 
book on The Golden 

Voyage of Sinbad, and 

muchmore! $1 


NO. 39.A special Poster 
Sized Newspaper with 12 
Giant, Posters of TI ine 
World's Greatest Мо à 5 j 
sters: King Kong с 

a, The Frankenstein Mon. 

ster, 7 more! sy 


TMT 6, ZO” 
RADE, ^. 
color 
ATURE 
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TMT 10, EXCLUSIVELY 
EC. 

All E.C, comics, the great 
est horror comics of them 
all. Interview with Bill 
Gaines and Al Feldstein, a 
talk with the Ghoul-Luna- 
tics, review of the ЕС. 
HORROR LIBRARY OF 
THE 1950's, review of 
TALES FROM THE CRYPT 
movie, and introducing. 
SEYMOUT the horror host. 
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TMT 11, PLANET OF THE 
APES, 4 

Filmbook and centerfold of 
PLANET OF THE APES, 
the first apes movie. Also 
includes CONAN in the 
comics, THE NAVY VS. 
THE NIGHT MONSTERS. 
FRITZ THE CAT. an inter- 
view with Dracula, cover- 
age of the Graham Gallery's 
comic exhibit and Hemi- 
sphere's Blood movies. 
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SALUTE. 


= TMT COLLECTORS’ i3aUÉ 
No. 2. "THE- PEOPLE OF 


man's 
sum, Wax 
w | York 
15, horror 
*' Rondo 


TMT 19, TERRIFYING TAR- 
ANTULA 
Filmbook and color center- 


Hercules in the 
ics," Late Film round- 
view of some recent 
wie campaigns, 
'eally repulsive 


- MONSTER TIMES #27 
ES’ PARADE, 

al all-vampire 

? Forgotten 

Vampire Ciessics of the 

an article on The 

Decline and Fall of Bela 

Lugosi, a Neal Adams 

vampire centerfold, review 

of DREAM OF DRACULA 

and the long-awailed Jess 

Franco COUNT-DRACULA. 

Also Esteban Maroto 
article. 


ТМТ #35 RETURN OF 
GODZILLA M 


PHANTOM 
РЕНА 


ERA Spe 


BESTOFTHE 
MONSTERTIMES. 
FULLCOLOR COVER 

MAGAZINE This 
single issue has gather- 
ed together the most in- 
credible collection of 
things that ooze and go 
bumpin thenight! If you 
miss i ... you'll be 
missing the greatest 
monster experience of 
all. time! 
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Long considered the 
unchallenged King of the 
Kung-Fu Film, Hong Kong 
movie mogul Run Run Shaw 
has recently decided to toss his 
hat into the horror-sci-fi ring as 
well. While the films have yet to be 
released in this country, TMT 
Media Editor R. Allen Leider made 
ample use of his Chinese connec- 
tions to bring us the advance low- 
down on SUPER INFRAMAN and 
BLACK MAGIC, Shaw’s first forays 
into the SF and horror genres... 


R.. Run Shaw has long been the un- 
disputed King of the Kung-Fu Circuit, 
having produced more martial arts pot- 
boilers than any other single producer. 
While it's true no awe-inspiring epics have 
emerged from his studios, the dollars have 
been following Shaw's magic draw for 
years, and he now seems determined to 
branch out into even greener pastures— 
the Science Fiction and Horror genres. 

His first two efforts in these areas will 
soon be seen on screens across the 
country. Until such time as the films are 
shown, judgment must need be reserved 
on whether “Made In Hong Kong” means 
the same on a fright film as it does on an 
electric appliance, camera or watch. While 
we can’t as yet offer.critiques of these 
films, we can unveil some plot lines and 
scenes from THE SUPER INFRAMAN 
and BLACK MAGIC. So here is TMT's 
very own Chinese Special.one from 
column A (Sci-Fi) and one from column B 
(Horror). 


COLUMN A: 
THE SUPER INFRAMAN 


A dormant volcano suddenly erupts, re- 
leasing mysterious monsters under the 


SUPER INFRAMAN (Li Hsiu-hsien) draws bead on 
unseen adversary in a scene from Kung-Fu King Run 
Run Shaw's sci-fi film of the same name. 


control of creatures from the Ice Age, who 
have been living in the bowels of the earth 
for lothese many millennia. Led by the 
"Demon Princess" (Terry Liu) the 
monsters launch a brutal campaign to de- 
stroy the human race and take over the 
planet (aren't their any monsters with 
more modest ambitions—like raising a 
family or getting a decent job?). 
Meanwhile, after many years of hard 
work, Professor Liu Yingte (Wang 
Hsieh), the director of a satellite research 
station, has succeeded in completing the 
blueprint for the transformation of a 
human being into an indestructible super- 
man capable of seeing and hearing for a 
distance of many miles and of destroying 
anything that would dare get in its way. 


NY 


q 


- 


BY R. ALLEN 
) LEIDER 


What Makes Run Run Run? The usual, we're afraid: Mr. Shaw's sudden yen for the 
fright film genre appears born of a desire to see a yen or two in return. 


When it becomes all too obvious that the 
monsters are impervious to bullets, a 
young scientist named Ray (Li Hsiu-hsien) 
asks Prof. Liu to transform him into just 
such a superman, the better he might save 
the human race from imminent annihila- 
tion. Ray then becomes the SUPER 
INFRAMAN of the title and sets out to 
eliminate the murderous monsters. 

In the meantime, Chu Ming, another 
young scientist from the research station, 
has been captured by the Demon Princess 
and converted into a robot. She then sends 
the transmogrified youth back to the 
research station to steal the Super Infra- 
man blueprint and bring it to her. In sk ort 
order, Prof. Liu and his daughter Mei-mei 
(Yuan Man Tzu) are captured and 
detained by the Demon Princess. Super 
Inframan rushes to their rescue, but by 
this time the Demon Princess has studied 
the blueprint and knows how to 
counteract the deadly infra-ray. She 
attacks Super Inframan with ice gas— 
which effectively freezes his mechanical 
devices—but Ray remembers the profes 
sor's instructions for just this contingen 
cy. Within seconds, he melts the ice and 
attacks his foes, killing the monsters and 
the Demon Princess, and saving Prof. Liu, 
Mei-mei and the rest of the world from 
certain destruction. 

As you can see by the above descrip- 
tion, little attention is paid to scientific 
realism in the film, which has obviously 
been designed as pure escapist fare. Pro- 
ducer Shaw opts for men in monster suits 
rather than animated creatures, and his 
traditional lack of budget may seriously 
hurt the film. We've witnessed only a 
handful of horror films over the past 
decade that have successfully surmounted 
severe budgetary problems, with George 
Romeros NIGHT OF THE LIVING 
DEAD coming foremost to mind. But that 
film didn't require much moola, lacking, as 
it was, in elaborate special effects. Oh 
well, we'll just have to wait and see but, as 
for me, I have my doubts that SUPER 
INFRAMAN will fill the sci-fi bill. 


COLUMN B: BLACK MAGIC 


Hsu Lo (Ti Lung) and Wang Chu-ying 
(Lily Li) are engaged to be married, but 
sexy widow Lo Yin (Tann) makes a play 
for Hsu Lo, and is sorely disappointed 
when he rejects her amatory advances. 
Meanwhile, one Liang Chia-chieh (Lo 
Liem) hankers for Lo Yin's charms and 
seeks the help of a Bomoh (Chinese 
shaman) named San Kan Mi (Ku Feng) to 
cast a spell, but is instead killed by the 
Bomoh for failing to pay the promised 
price. When Lo Yin discovers how the late 
Liang managed to seduce her, she con- 
tacts the same Bomoh and buys a spell 
which will win Hsu Lo's heart. 

Sure enough, Hsu Lo develops an 
instant fondness for Lo Yin immediately 
alter downing a love potion prepared by 
the inventive Bomoh. Naturally, Hsu's be 


trothed, Wang Chu-ying, is very upset by 
the nonchalant attitude he adopts toward 
her. Meanwhile, the magician not only 
schemes- to off Hsu Lo and Wang 
Chu-ying, but also plots to take advantage. 
of Lo Yin while she is under his evil in 
fluence. As a last resort, Wang Chu-ying's 
trusted friends, Uncle Kuan and Wei Te- 
chin, secure assistance from another old 
Bomoh (Ku Wen-Tsung) who promptly 
heals both Hsu and Wang and restores 
their former love for each other. San Kan 
Mi, the bad Bomoh, seeks revenge on Hsu 
Lo when it dawns on him that a greater 
magician has been called in to- break his 
wicked spell, but San himself is done in 
before he's able to put his perverse plans 
into effect. 

This occult entry by the Shaw group 
seems to be a rather predictable, if some- 
what confusing, witchcraft tale. Again, 
the acting and dubbing will play a large 
role in determining the film's failure or 
success. The plot borrows elements from 
traditional Chinese erotic classies, with 
Gothie shticks thrown in to make the 
product more appealing to Western 
audiences. At least we learned a new word 
for our ever-expanding Gruesome Glos: 


Evil Bomoh (Ku Feng) keeps ahead of his opponents 
in a violent vignette from BLACK MAGIC, a horror film 
that mixes elements of traditional Chinese erotic lore 
with more modern Gothic grue 


sary: Bomoh—a Chinese shaman, or witch. 
Whatever the ultimate worth of SUPER 
INFRAMAN and BLACK MAGIC, it is 
heartening to learn that filmmakers in 
other parts of the globe are branching out 
into the realms of science fiction and 
horror. Perhaps the Chinese will offer a 
fresh slant on the horror/sci-fi genres, 
genres that only too often fall prey to the 
predictable. Let's hope so, anyway. 


SUPER INFRAMAN confronts low-budget monster in another moment from the Shaw sci-fi film. The Hong 
Kong producer's previously prodigious Profit-turning powers will be put to the test with these, his first 


forays into the fright film genre. 
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Our Own Talented Teletypist Bill Feret Fasnioned This Flash Gordon 
Portrait To Assist THE MONSTER TIMES In Congratulating Flash and 
Friends On the Very Special Occasion of His 40th Anniversary In Films, 
A Landmark Event In Science Fiction Cinema. 
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While Art and Life have been 
aping each other ever since man 
first made a distinction 'twixt the 
twain, rarely has there been a 
case of fiction becoming fact as 
bizarre as the Cult of Chaos 
phenomenon, where a science- 
fiction novel inadvertently sup- 
plied the game plan for a group of 

litical revolutionaries. We dis- 
patched TMT political observer 
Rex Weiner to investigate the 
strange transformation of sci-fi 
scribe Norman Spinrad's AGENT 
OF CHAOS into a bible for radical 

liticos, and the results of his 
eerie inquiry follow... 


In approximately the 24th 
century, mankind populates the 
entire solar system. On every 

lanet, from the icebound rock of 
Pluto to the broiling surface of 
Mercury, gleaming domed cities 
‘are inhabited by busy Wards 

who process the raw planetary 
resources into the vast economy 

of the Hegemony of Sol. Over all, 

the ten-man Hegemonic Council 

rules with ruthless tyranny 

through a system that, over the 
centuries since the major powers 

of the earth agreed to it, has 

‘come to be called "Order." In 
practice, Order means peace and 

= prosperity at the expense of 
"individual freedom; war, hunger, 

and disease have all been 

. > abolished through the careful 
and absolute supervision of 

every Ward from birth to death. 

;" Only two things threaten the 

[ Hegemony, the first being а 
{small band of subversive free- 
С dem fighters called the Demo- 

Feratic League. Headquartered in 
the abandoned, unpatrolled sub- 
way tunnels in what was once 
New York City on the planet 
earth, the League struggles in a 
valiant, but clumsy manner 
against the Hegemony, employ 
ing sabotage and guerilla tactics 

f to realize their ends. Although 


These are | they name "democracy" as the 
х orginal cause they serve, not even the 
$5.00 | League's leaders can readily 

EC define that long-forgotten word. 


Astounded author Norman Spinrad sports 
properly bemused mien upon learning of 
the strange political cult born of his book. 


The second threat comes from 
the mysterious Brotherhood of 
Assassins, a group whose ran- 

= dom acts of violence seem mad, 
inexplicable, chaotic. With one 
hand the Brotherhood saves a 
Hegemonie Councillor from a 
League death plot, and with the 
other they blow up an entire 
Hegemonic city. The Wards have 
come to regard the Brother- 
hood "like mental illness, or 
fate." The Hegemonie Council 
regards the group as "fanatics 
from the millenium of religion," 
for the Brotherhood is known to 
follow a strange and ancient book 
called The Theory of Social 
Entropy, written ages ago by 
someone named Gregor Marko- 
witz. 

This is the scenario for Agent 
of Chaos, a science-fiction novel 
that has amassed a huge and de- 
voted cult following since it was 
first published in 1967. Editions 
have been published in England, 
France, Italy, and Argentina. Its 
audience ranges from a segment 
of the prison population (who 
pass tattered copies from cell to 
cell) to a certain band of political 
revolutionaries called the Zippies 
(who successfully used the book 
@S_ap_action plan for disrupting 


Masse seat 


атте Cult of 
Chaos, a curious case of 
science fiction becoming 
Political fact. 


THE CULT 
OF CHAOS 


BY REX WEINER 


the 1972 Democratic and Repub- 
lican Conventions in Miami), to 
the pie-slinging Agents of Pie- 
Kill Unlimited (who have adopt- 
ed the book's philosophy and 
created a nation-wide pie-for-hire 
craze). All of which is rather 
suprising for a 75¢ paperback 
that is out of print and difficult to 
ind! 


Which is, of course, often the 
case with science “fiction.” Agent 
Of Chaos is a classic example of 
fantasy transformed into prophe- 
sy. In the book, Russia, China, 
and the Western Powers join 
forces in a policy distinctly simi- 
lar to the current politics of 
“detente.” Amazingly (and per- 
haps frighteningly), during Pres- 
ident Ford's recent trip to China 
the word “hegemony” played a 
key role in the official pronounce- 
ments. An additional example of 
fiction-turned-fact is how the so- 
phisticated eavesdropping com- 
plex described in Agent Of Chaos 
has been revealed to be not far 
removed from the surveillance 
techniques used by the U.S. 
government to keep dissident 
citizens under thumb. 


POLITICAL PAST 


Polities have always played a 
part in Spinrad's work. He began 
penning a political column for the 
old Knight Magazine in Cali- 
fornia in 1967 . In 1970 he began 
writing for the Los Angeles Free 
Press, one of the original "under- 
ground" newspapers, and even- 
tually joined the split-off group 
that formed the short-lived Staff. 
His novels include (in chronologi- 
cal order): The Solarians (Paper- 
back Library, 1966), The Men In 
The Jungle (Doubleday, '67), 
Agent Of Chaos (Belmont Tower, 
'67), Bug Jack Barron (Walker/ 
Avon, '69), The Iron Dream 
(Avon, '72), and his only non-sci- 
fi novel, Passing Through The 
Flame (Berkeley/Putnam, '75). 
For Bug Jack Barron, Spinrad 
was awarded the Prix Apollo. in 
France for Best Science Fiction 
Novel of 1974, and plans are 
currently afoot to turn it into a 
major motion picture. A Hugo 
Award nomination also went to 
Spinrad for a STAR TREK 
episode he wrote called The 
Doomsday Machine. He has 
written an episode for the LAND 
OF THE LOST TV series as well, 
which was titled Tag Team. 

It 15 Agent Of Chaos, however, 


that seems to have captured the 
political imagination of Spin- 
rad's many fans. The parallels 
between the book and the 
development of radical American 
polities were first cited and taken 
advantage of by the group which, 
in late 1971, split off from the 
Youth International Party (Yip- 
pie), and called themselves 
"Zippies." 

"The first I heard of it was at a 
party in the fall of '72," recalls 
Spinrad. "These maniacs were 
there and somebody pointed 
them out to me as Zippies, and 
then somebody pointed me out to 
them, and the next thing I knew 
they were swarming all over me, 
telling me all these things they'd 
done because they'd read Agent 
Of Chaos. I thought it was fine, 
you know, just so long as they 
didn't take the book too liter- 
ally and start assassinating 
people." 


The Zippies never went so far 
as assassination, but the group 
did use the book as a basic 
analysis of the political situation 
at the time. Agent Of Chaos de- 
picts a struggle between an 
Establishment and an anti-Estab- 
lishment (the Hegemony versus 
the League), which the Zippies 
translated into the contemporary 
struggle between the Democrat/ 
Republicans and the anti-war 
Movement. In Agent Of Chaos, 
the League loses continually 
because they fight the Hege- 
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mony in a predictable way. In a 
sense, the League becomes 
necessary to the Hegemony 
because the group provides a 
relatively safe, controllable out- 
let for all the randomly sub- 
versive elements in the popula- 
tion who might otherwise pose a 
threat to the Hegemony's Order. 

The Zippies saw a similarity in 
the predicament of the Move- 
ment: it had become too pre- 
dictable with its marches, its 
demonstrations, leaflets, peti- 
tions, slogans, etc. By being pre- 
dictable, said the Zippies, the 
Movement had become ineffectu- 
al. What was clearly needed 
(according to the example set by 
Agent Of Chaos) was a third 
force. 

So the Zippies modeled them- 
selves after the fictional Brother- 
hood of Assassins. In Spinrad’s 
book, the Brotherhood’s guiding 
philosophy is contained in The 
Theory Of Social Entropy, by 
Gregor Markowitz, who wrote: 
“Every Social Conflict is the 
arena for three mutually antago- 
nistic forces: the Establishment, 
the opposition which seeks to 
overthrow the existing Order 
and replace it with one of its own, 
and tendency towards linereased 
Social Entropy, which all Social 
Conflict engenders, and which, in 
this context, may be thought of 
as the force of Chaos." 

It was in this light that the 
Zippies saw themselves as a 
third force, as "Agents of Chaos" 
whose aim was to break up the 
highly ordered and predictable 
scheme of events. In practice, 
this meant launching various 
forms of physical and propa- 
gandistic attacks on both the 
conventioneering Democrat/ 
Republicans and the opposing 
Movement, generally causing 
random havoc in both camps. The 
strategem was successful enough 
to earn the Zippies the bitter 
hatred of both sides. 


CHAOS PAVES WAY 
FOR PIE-KILL PLOTS 


Another group which has be- 
come ‘fanatically devoted 
Agent Of Chaos is the one known 
as “Agents Of Pie-Kill Unlimi- 
ted." The mysterious “Chief 
Agent,” whose headquarters are 
in an enormous empty ware- 
house in mid-town Manhattan, 
admits that the group's name, 
and even his own title, are taken 
directly from Spinrad's novel. 


“The book is our Bible, 
absolutely,” declares the Chief 
Agent. “Although the public 


knows us mainly for the fact that, 
for a fee, our agents can be hired 
to throw a pie at any victim the 
client chooses, what the public 
doesn't know is that we have a 
political aim, and that aim is to 
promote random chaos through- 
out the world, so that never 
again will fascism gain a grip on 
people's lives. If someone had 
thrown a gooey lemon meringue 
pie in Adolf Hitler's face, perhaps 
all of history might have been 
different. By helping people act 
out their craziest fantasies, we 
are helping to keep society stirred 
up and unpredictable, so that no 
tyrant will ever be able to control 
it.” 

While the unwitting instigator 
of this wild cult is intrigued with 
the stir his novel has uninten- 
tionally caused, he does seem to 
view it with a tinge of dread. 
Says Norman Spinrad, "I will 
continue to write fiction, and 
science fiction, but I accept no 
responsibility for the conse- 
quences or the uses thereof. 
Which is not to say I disown what 
I write. It's just that, well..." 

And there he left the sentence 
to fall where it may. His current 
project is a novel about being a 
science-fiction writer (to be titled 
A Word) which 
will include the 
experiences Norman Spinrad has 
encountered with the raging Cult 
of Chaos he зо innocently 
inspirede f] 
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Since most of your fiendly TMT 
staffers are dead-in-the-wool list- 
omaniacs, we spend a goodly 
amount of our rare spare time 
compiling various cinematic lists 
—10 Best lists, 10 Worst lists, 
even 10 Most Average lists. And 
since we find t pursuit an end- 
lessly entertaining one, we de- 
cided to institute a semi-regular 
TMT feature that would see 
recognized fright film critics and 
workers comment on THEIR cel- 
luloid favorites. To kick off our 
s choice feature in this sci- 
n of TMT, we 
asked science-fiction filmmaker- 
critic J. Hoberman—a frequent 
contributor to ARCADE and THE 
VILLAGE VOICE—to give us his 
favorite films. 


W. live in Science Fiction 


Land. A tour of any suburban 
supermarket, not a ritual visit to 


see 2001 stoned out of one's 
mind, is the real “ultimate trip.” 
The flow lighting, the 


the “happy gas” 
dazzling array 


soothing muza 
atmosphere, t 


of ntifically” ^ packaged 
chemical foods, the fact that the 
whole spectacle of zombie con 


sumerism is being monitored on 
closed-circuit TV, adds up to a 
total experience that cannot even 
be approximated on film! O.K., so 
we land a man on the moon. 
(What, no cat women!?!?) Aston 
ishing, yes, but also a little anti 
climactic. After all, Walt Disney 
—mighty mogul of the robot 
world—had always assured us 
that we would evolutionarily be 
on the moon before 1970. What 
was really stunning—and it was 
something that Hugo Gernsback 
never dreamed of—was 
that everyone in America 
was home or in a bar 
watching the live 


from-the-moon-show (with guest 
т.с. Richard Nixon). 

Many people prefer written 
science fiction to sci-fi movies. I 
disagree! Because what is science 
fiction really? I think that science 
fiction is a way of saying that if 
We (we meaning the human race, 
Western Civ, or America—de 
pending on the politics of the 
writer) continue like we are 


Now, then we will end up like 
This (an exaggeration or obliter 
So, 


ation of the Now). 
fiction is really alw talking 
about th )w—even if it does so 
through à complete retreat from 
reality! That is why I like the 
movies better than the writing, 
because the movies really do 
take place in the Now. They are 
kind of like history, like time 
capsules of obsolete futures or 
parallel universes. 


METROPOLIS. 

1. This is THE BIRTH OF A 
NATION of science-fiction films. 
Pauline Kael once called it "the 
craziest film ever made.” 
METROPOLIS (1927) would be a 
classic for the sets alone—a kind 
of futuristic New York City 
where the Empire State Building 
is a millionaire’s “house” and 
where all the workers are forced 
to live in the subways. Political 
ly, METROPOLIS is very inter. 


science 
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5. A wackier, more enjoyable 
mutant of THE NEXT VOIC 
YOU HEAR is RED PLANET 
MARS (1952), which escaped 
from United Artists at the height 
of American cold-war hysteria. 
When a cute couple of American 
stronomers pick ир radio 
signals that are seemingly trans: 
mitted by God [rom his home on 
Mars, the world is stunned. The 
plot thickens insanely as “ 
turns out to be a drooling ? 
scientist broadcasting from a 
radio shack in the Andes. Never. 
theless, the Russian people, at 
least, accept the transmission as 
bonafide, and, led by the 
Orthodox, Church, they over- 
throw the Communist Party. 
(This, by the way, is Solzhe 
nitzyn's wish come true!) 

6. Typical of the cooler, more 
alienated films developed during 
the reign of President "We Can 
Tough Out A Nuke" Kennedy is 
Ray Milland's little gem, PANIC 
IN THE YEAR ZERO (1962) 
The film is perfectly suited to fit 
the science-fiction ambiance of a 
drive-in movie theater. It follow 
the life of typical fifties 
sit-com family in the hectie days 
that follow the hydrogen bomb 
annihilation of Los Angeles. An 
alternate title might have been 
FATHER KNOWS BEST VS. 
THE NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST 
AND ITS RADIOACTIVE DE- 
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Three Selections From Our Guest Critic's Favorite SF Films. From the top, they are: 
PANIC IN THE YEAR ZERO, an American family's search for peace and fulfillment in a 
world ravaged by nuclear attack; THE THING FROM ANOTHER WORLD, in which a 
blood-sucking carrot from Beyond prompts a crash-course in species survival; and 
ALPHAVILLE, where riding a French freeway is tantamount to being lost in space. 


esting as a clue to the mental 
state of pre-Nazi Germany. 

2. A rich stew of pulp, comic 
strip, and movie stereotypes, the 
serial FLASH GORDON (1939) is 
also full of os. (It was my 


favorite TV show as a kid.) As 
you all know, it involves the ad- 
ventures of Flash on the rogue 
pl 


janet. Mongo and ends when he 
s finally bested the Emperor 
Ming—a mad Oriental who has 
malevolently steered Mong: 
collision course with 


Mongo is a wonderland of TV 
sets, dinosaurs, unicorn goril 
las, pretty girls, ray guns, flying 
cities and METROPOLIS like 
slave-factories. The whole in 
spired cast acts with total 
conviction (amid plot twists of 
complete absurdity) in the best 


tradition of Bela Lugosi and 
Maria Montez. Russia made 
ALEXANDER NEVSKY and 
Holly wood vountered with 
FLASH GORDON! 

3. Howard Hawks’ THE 


6. 


D 
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THING FROM ANOTHER 
WORLD (1950) is also one of the 
greatest action films ever made. 
It was, I think, the first science 
fiction film to be set, not in the 
Future or on Mongo, but in the 
Now. A fast-talking tribe of U.S. 
Air Force men (complete with 
feuding factions, courtship rites, 
and Scotty the Homeric news: 
paper reporter) stationed at the 
North Pole save earth from 
conquest at the hands of a blood 
sucking carrot. THE THING 
seems almost like it was made to 
give a crash-course in teamwork 
and species survival. 

4. THE T VOICE YOU 
HEAR (1950) is a film in which 
monumental ^ pretentiousness, 
the complete absence of humor, 


unbearable slowness, а senile 
director and all the other 
liabilities of the MGM  house- 

re virtues. Like THE 


THING, it is set in the post- 
World War II/nuclear bomb 
Apocalyptic/paranoid Now. But 
this time it is no mere vampire 
vegetable that visits earth. The 
film is about the ponderous at 
tempts of an average American 
Joe and his family to cope with a 
week-long series of fireside chats 
given by God over the radio. A 
happy ending though—God digs 
the American "way of life' 


INQUENT SPAW 


7. The masterpiece of the 
drive-in sci-fi flicks is CREA- 
TION OF THE HUMANOIDS 


(reputed to be Joe Kane's favor- 
ite film). Here, moldy Danish 
modern sets, a somnambulistic 
camera, and inept acting serve to 
comment on the script's deadpan 
satire of American fears (in 
cluding racism and automation). 
Contains the all-time great alien- 
ated line: "You mean my sister is 
‘in rapport’ with a clicker! 
8. In 1965, Jean-Lue Godard 
shot a film in modern-day Paris, 
gave it a hardboiled pulp plot, 
and called it the Future. It_has 
no sets, and driving along on the 
freeway is, in ALPHAVILLE, 
the equivalent of being “lost in 
space”! 

9. and 10. The last really good 
sci-fi film that Гуе seen was in a 
porno theater in Binghamtom, 
New York. It was an attempt to 
mix sex and science fiction, just 
like FLASH, and later, FLESH 
GORDON. SPACE THING 
(1968) was so cheaply made that 
the film's producer, David Fried- 
man, used the gadgets in his own 
kitchen to simulate a rocket 
control room! When I saw 
SPACE THING, I realized at last 
the citizens of METROPOLIS 
were beginning to talk back to 
their TV sets. Consequently, 
I made my own sci-fi cheapster: 
CUSTOMS & IMMIGRATION. 
You may not believe this, but it is 
an underground film that is as 
angst-ridden as PANIC THE 
YEAR ZERO, as alienated as 
CREATION OF THE HUMAN- 
OIDS, as turgidly poetic as THE 
NEXT VOICE YOU HEAR, as 
baroquely conceptual as RED 
PLANET MARS, and far tackier 
than any John Agar film! 
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І is indeed mind-boggling to 
look at the list of filmmaking 
“firsts” that belong to Georges 
Melies. And it’s all the more 
satisfying to us fantafilmfans to 
realize that he made these 
advances when he was working 
in (and to a certain extent 
because he was working in) our 
own realm of the fantastic film. 
In fact, Georges Melies invent 
ed the fantastic film. He may 
even have invented the fiction 
film. And the first fiction film 
may well have been a fantasy! 
In the late 1890s, when the 


movies were the “movings,” 
filmmakers were putting togeth 
er 50-foot epics like SEA 


WAVES, A TRAIN ARRIVING 
AT THE STATION, and VEN- 
ICE-SHOWING GONDOLAS 


T Later, they graduated to vaude: 


Ville acts like the infamous 
COOCHIE-COOCHIE DANCE, 
starring the belly-dancing Fati 
ma. News events were also popu. 
lar, like the boffo THE KAISER 
REVIEWING HIS TROOPS. 
Great stuff, nein? 


ENTER MELIES 


At the time films first began to 
appear, Georges Melies was 
already in show business. He was 
managing the Theatre Robert 
Houdin, a Paris vaudeville house 
devoted to stage magic. (Robert 
Houdin was an 18th century 
French magician from whom 
Houdini [Eric Weiss] took his 
mame.) After seeing some of the 
early film efforts, Melies decided 
that he, too, was a filmmaker. 
"The Lumiere Brothers, whose 
films he had seen and who were 
the onl. teurs in France at the 
time, refused to sell Melies the 
goose that laid the celluloid egg. 
So the resourceful Melies built 


his own camera from parts sup: 
plied by R. William Paul, an 


es hir k the part of a swell-headed magician in another of his early efforts. 
While cinematically primitive, Melies expanded the special effects repertoire of film 


English inventor and filmmaker. 
He started off recording the 
usual everyday scenes and some 
of the acts that played his magic 
house, but in 1896, after no less 
than 70 such films, he made 
something called THE VANISH- 
ING LADY. The film was just a 
Vignette wherein a magician 
makes a woman vanish before 
your very eyes, with the simple 
trick of stopping the camera and 
having the woman exit the scene, 
then starting the camera again.. 
Gone! Amazing! But such was 
the screen's first special effect 
Wizard! A True Star! 
‘osmic Event! A Genuine Special 
Effect, by Georges! 
_, The story goes that Melies was 
filming an ordinary street scene 
in Paris when his. camera 
jammed. After fumbling with it, 
е resumed shooting. When he 
later examined the film, he was 
Startled to see an omnibus 
change into a hearse! If this story 
18 true, then the fantasy film 
Owes its conception to an 
accident, and a decidedly happy 


* one at that. 


_ Melies followed up his pioneer 
ing THE VANISHING LADY 
with THE HAUNTED CASTLE 


by adapting his inventive bag of theatrical tricks to the screen. 


(1897), adding moody sets (!) to 
his expanding repertoire of 
special effects. 


MAGIC OF MELIES 


Over the next few years, 


Lunar resident gives 
Melies mooncraft a 
push in the right direc 
tion in A TRIP TO THE 
MOON. While Melies 
was eventually ren- 
dered obsolete by more 
cinematically sophis- 
ticated filmmakers, his 
fans remain legion. In 
fact, underground 
auteur Red Grooms 
even went so far as to 
remake A TRIP TO THE 
MOON in the Melies 
style in the '60s 


B PUE А. A 
An? ees, A , f 
ЖУ КОТЛЕТ 


BY S. A. STAR 


What SF edition of THE MON- 
STER TIMES would be complete 
without a nostalgic look at the 
film pioneer credited with making 
the very first science-fiction 
films? Rather than squander pre- 
cious time pondering that brain- 
bending query, let us delve 
straightway in S.A. Star's 
mini-biography of French film- 
maker Georges Melies, the 
Founding Father of the 
Sci-Fi Film. 


Melies singlehandedly invented 
most of the camera tricks we 
take for granted today—slow and 
last motion, animation, minia 
tures, the fade, the dissolve, 
multiple exposures and the use of 
mattes. He had the devil popping 
in an out of a scene chasing some 
hapless shnook around the room; 
he made a man meet his double; 
he made a man's head enlarge; he 
even had a man with four heads. 
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en in the moon receives unexpected poke in the eye with a sharp. 


i 4 


'ocketship in famous scene from Melies 1902 A TRIP TO THE MOON 
SM regarded as the first science-fiction film ever made. 


time in those days. He invented 
the feature film! Of course, he 
didn't go around saying, "I've 
invented the feature film!" But if 
these advances hadn't been made 
when they were, we might have 
had the first sound film around 
1942. 

It was in 1899 that Melies had 


his first epic in the can 
CINDERELLA in 20 scenes. 
Originally, CINDERELLA was 
to have run 2,000 f but the 
distributors cut it to 410 feet. 
Apparently ` distributors have 
been the same throughout 


recorded history. 

By then, Melies had the first 
studio, a glass-roofed affair with 
trapdoors and various blinds and 
other magical mechanics from his 
Theatre Robert Houdin days 
built into the stage. He also had 
as many as 50 workers hand- 
coloring the prints of films from 
his production company, Star 
Films. The first color movies... 

FIRST 
SCIENCE-FICTION FILM 

The first SF film, A TRIP TO 
THE MOON, was made in 1902 
A 920-foot masterpiece, it is 
typical of Melies’ quaint style of 
filmmaking. The rocket is a 
bullet shot from a cannon. The 
moon is played by a chorus girl in 
tights sitting on a crescent. The 
constellations Ње astronauts 
dream of one day conquering are 
syinbolized by girls in Grecian 
garb bearing torches. A very 
stagey trip to the moon, yes? 

Indeed, this is Melies’ main 
failing: He was too theater-based 
advantage of film's truly 
filmie storytelling techniques. He 


never cut in different angles 
from the same scene, for 
example; the viewer always 


fixed in a front row center seat. 
In another ten years, Melies was 


Lunar explorers prepare to take off for a fanciful TRIP TO THE MOON in a craft 
very similar to one earlier sketched by science-fiction writer Jules Verne. 


Everybody else was still making 


movies about ocean waves. But 
Melies wasn't content to stop 
at vignettes. 

He lengthened his films to 


2,000 feet, an unheard-of running 


to seem antiquated compared to 
his contemporaries. 

However, at the time, A TRIP 
TO THE MOON grossed plenty, 
and Melies followed it with even 
longer and more elaborate films, 
like THE IMPOSSIBLE VOY- 
AGE (they went to the sun this 
time (1904), 20,000 LEAGUES 
UNDER HE SEA (1907) and 
CONQUEST OF THE POLE 
(1912). The total list is pretty ex 
tensive, as Melies turned out 
over 500 films between 1896 and 
1913 

Зу 1913 the audience had out 
grown Melies' 19th century style 
and the result was bankruptcy 
for Star Films. Melies himself 
pulled a disappearing act and was 
forgotten until a journalist 
discovered him in 1929 selling 
candy in a railroad station! There 
followed a Melies revival in 
which Georges himself partici. 
pated. He was given the Legion 
of Honor, his country's highest 
award, plus a small pension. He 
died in a rest home at the age of 


Georges Melies was the pio 
neer film fantasist and remains an 
example to all filmmakers pre 
sent and future, 
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MONSTER TIMES BOOKSHELF : 


сап pick up all your favorit 


FABULOUS FRANK FRAZETTA POSTERS 


Fabulous Frank Frazetta posters, shot from oil paintings- All posters in full color! Each is 19" by 237 on art 
paper simulating canvas. All suilable for Iraming. All 


: 


| 


and comic 


yazetta, all beauli 


field. We've got the best bargains around, put them all under one 
root, and we're just waiting for you to pick out your favorites! 
— = = 
Please note: ALL Posters are now $3.00 
plus 60¢ postage апа handling 


P1. WEREWOLF and cover 
X CREEPY 4 


P7. BANSHEE, cover of 
PIRELLA 11 


poster is also suitable for 
raming“, $2.00 


р. BRAK THE BARBARS 
ег of paperback 


D Pa NEANDERTHALS, c мег 


P3. CONAN OF COMMERIA 
over of paperback P6 COMPLETE SET OF 
РҮ THRU P5, $15.00 


P9. NIGHTWALK, warrior P10. TYRANOSAURUS, 


P12 COMPLETE SET OF P7 THRU P11, $15.00 


P;59 JEFF JONES HUN. 

үп exquisite. 
АЕ print ol. dell 
Jones’ always pretty 
ades 16” by 
Limited edition. Only 
$2.00 


est 


P17. THE SEA WITCH in 


716. THE SORCERER. P18 COMPLETE SET OF 
Renee Pra THRU P17, SIS 


payee eyes P53. ORIENTAL GODBESS, 
изо sso 


© P55. AIR BATTLE 
a set, $5.00. 


FRAZETTA 


да+ мт сщш 
FULL COLOR MARVEL 


SUPERHERO POSTER 


MARVEL SUPER-HERO 

ER 2 ҒЫ! color 
Tiki giani poster in Bri- 
liant flourescent inks fea 


PS2—BEST OF THE MONSTER 
TIMES COVER POSTER. Giant 
211x311 full color poster of the 
incredible monsteritic cover 
tom The Best of The Monster 
Times. This colossal monster 
festival can be yours for only 
33.00 plus 60c. 


GIANT TMT COVER POSTER 
IN FANTASTIC. COLOR. 
17722" $1.50 


THE ORIGINAI 
BRUCE LEE - 


ғаз — THE MONSTERS. Giant 
21t 13 ft poster of al t 
том» A sue 

order Fantasie at onh 
$2.00 ы 


РАВ. TALES FROM THE 
CRYPT. 22° by 28° in tuli 
color by Jack Davis, This is 
the uncensored version 
that never appeared on any 
ЕС cover. $2.00 


coul ECTORS nster Times 
SOPECIAL! 


AGE COMIC PLAQUES... 
ао X COMICS үт iF 
Comics aa (prs) {The only н 


BRUCE ІЕЕ 


6 LIVES! 


B,J. BRUCE LEE POST- 

T€ one-tne only 
Lilie бус ives ered 
17x22 color poster! Only 
51:50 


(Three Frank 
Bunner posters 


оп heavy stock Tff 
black and white. 
Also available as 


P34, PELLUCIDAR 
31.50 ра. All three as a sel, $5.00. 


P20. KING KONG [1], 30" by 417 $1.60 plus 50 
P-91GIANT KONG ... 41 x 6 11. Only $4.95 


RAQUELWELCH,30' P24. WEREWOLF. 307 by 
$1.60 4! $1.60 
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JEFF JONES 
FULL СОКОН 
PUZZLES 


JEFF JONES PUZZLES. Peu 


BEDAZZLED MOVIE 
POSTER. Original gi 
antfuli color poster to the 
Raquel Welch classic 


Bedazzled.” These are 
mot copies, but original 
posters. While they last 
Only $5.00 each. 


POSTER 


SUPER MONSTROUS 
POSTER BONANZA. Al 
you monster lovers get a 
load of this! The Monster 
Times creepoing, crawl- 
ng poster department 
has a super monsterific 
poster offer for you. We'll 
fush you 5 different per- 

y printed posters of 


including postage and 
handing, Worry thou 
Cause tis offer will only 
{ast as long as our supply 
of bonanza po 


intings have 


т TMT COVER POSTER 
oue rawrasmccolon. COLOR!!! 


177x22" $1.50 & 60c EACH. 


p 62LUGOSI MEETS KARLOFF 
1276022" $1.00 


P.72 PLANET OF \HEAPES. 
ISSUE n. з. 


par: VAULT ОР} HORROR 
2" by 28" in full color 
Jonny Craig. Tis ie the SLE Oe 
{amous "Seduction of the 1 $1.60 

Innocent" cover, uncen- 


FATHOMS. 20° by 41 


p29. KiNGKONGIM, an 222 
ГРА by 417 $1,60 


FANTASY POSTCARDS 


P.45. COMIC POSTCARD SET ...18 3" by 5" comic 
art postcards in full, vibrant color. Nine styles (two 
of each style), which includes three Windson 
McCayLITTLE NEMO cards, two Alex Raymond 
FLASH GORDON cards. a Herriman KRAZY KAT. a 

Foster PRINCE VALIANT and a FELIX THE CAT 
card. Reverse side is lined for use as postcard 
{Heavy stock and beautiful color. 18 cards for only 


"P26. TARZAN PAGE BY BURN! 
HOGARTH 5 


P26. BEAST FROM 20,000 


P22. LUGOSI DRACULA, 30 


imes { 


Unlucky astronaut finds 
himself lost in space in 
THE PHANTOM PLANET, 
Dell's comic book adaptation 
of William Marshall's 1961 
SF film of the same name. 
Comicdom has been cutting 
itself in on the sci-fi film 
action for over a quarter of 

a century. 


The British satire MOUSE 
ON THE MOON— sequel 
to THE MOUSE THAT. 
ROARED-returned to 
earth as a Dell comic 

in 1963 


on Pal's semi-documentary sci- 
ence-fiction film, and six years 
later issued TOM THUMB, with 
an intriguing cover photo of star 
Russ Tamblyn being held up in 
the "giant" hand of a normal- 
sized human being. Pal's now- 
classic version of H.G. Wells' 
THE TIME MACHINE, starring 
Rod Taylor and Yvette Mimeaux, 
followed in 1960 as another Dell 
movie comic 

ATLANTIS, THE LOST CON- 
TINENT (1961), with Anthony 
Hall, Joyce Taylor and John Dall, 
has been Dell's last George Pal 
movie comic to date, although 
the following year Gold Key Com- 
ics offered an adaptation of Pal's 
WONDERFUL WORLD OF THE 
BROTHERS GRIMM. An interest- 
ing footnote to the ATLANTIS 
comic is that many theater mana- 


Theater in L.A.! 


SIMIANS SWING INTO 
FOUR-COLOR FORMAT 


Pierre Boulles PLANET OF 
THE APES not only spawned an 
entire series of Apes films (5 in 
all) and a short-lived CBS-TV 
show, but at least one movíe 
comic and then a regular series of 
Apes magazines published by 
Marvel 

In 1970, Gold Key issued BE- 
NEATH THE PLANET OF THE 
APES, the second entry in the 
Apes film series, in a movie edi- 
tion. Then, in 1974, Marvel ob- 
tained the comic-book fights to 
Apes, and started publishing a 
large-sized, dollar, black-and- 
white comics magazine. Titled 
simply THE PLANET OF THE 
APES, Marvels magazine has 


the colorful little people, was 
wearing his equally famous Big 
Red Cheese grin. 

In 1953, Dell Comics put out 
CONQUEST OF SPACE, based 


featured not only an illustrated 
retelling of the extremely suc- 
cessful Apes movie stories, but 
also their own sequels to the final 
Apes epic, BATTLE FOR THE 


gers gave free copies of it to the 
first one or two hundred kids to 
see the film at their showplaces. | 
know, because | got my own copy 
on opening day at the Wiltern 


ailable as 
three. 


W.. Fawcett Comics pub- 


lished George Pal's DESTINA- 
TION MOON as a special movie 
edition in 1950, the company 
unknowingly helped to launch the 
birth of science-fiction comics in 
general. Previously, companies 
like Fiction House had been pub- 
lishing PLANET COMICS since 
1940, and FAMOUS FUNNIES 
had been reprinting the Buck 
Rogers newspaper strips of the 
30s and 40s, but it really wasn't 
until 1950 and DESTINATION 
MOON that the genre of science 
fiction took a firm grip on the 
comics publishing industry— 
ven as the enormous success of 
the Pal film also inspired 
Hollywood to "discover" science 
fiction, and then produce film 
after film after film in a barrage of 
sci-fi entertainment that hasn't 
Jet up to this day. 

Almost immediately after DES- 
TINATION MOON's instant suc- 
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Long-memoried TMT readers may recall that some time back we began running 
Ron Haydock’s series on comic book adaptations of horror, sci-fi, and fantasy films, 
a series that was summarily terminated sans reason or rhyme. We at TMT like to 
move in mysterious ways (when, that is, we can summon sufficient strength to 
move at all) and, for that reason, we’re printing here the long-overdue third install- 
ment of Mr. Haydock’s erudite series, a brief but info-packed look at... 


1 THETHREE STOOGES 
мет HERCULES 


Part Ill In A Series 


BY RON HAYDOCK 


THE THREE STOOGES MEET HERCULES 
described that slapstick trio's travels to 
Ancient Greece, a chapter that apparently 
has been written out of most mythologi- 
cal texts. Dell released the comic in 1962 


PLANET OF THE APES, released 
in 1973. The Marvel magazine 
also contains photo-illustrated 
articles on the making of the 
films, interviews with actors and 
technicians, and other interest- 
ing production data on both the 
Apes films and TV series. 

Other science-fiction movie 
comics have included Dell's edi- 
tions of THE MOUSE ON THE 
MOON, SANTA CLAUS CON- 
QUERS THE MARTIANS and DR. 
WHO AND THE DALEKS. A 
sequel to THE MOUSE THAT 
ROARED, with Peter Sellers, THE 
MOUSE ON THE MOON was re- 
leased in 1963 and depicted the 


ТЕА 


A panel from Gold Key's adaptation of 20th 
Century-Fox's FANTASTIC VOYAGE, a 
1966 sci-fi film that saw Raquel Welch and 
crew get under the skin of an ailing scien- 


tiny nation of the Duchy of Grand 
Fenwick entering the space race, 
while DR. WHO AND THE DAL- 


tist and cross the "'last frontier.” 


cess, comic-book publishers 
everywhere began issuing literal- 
ly dozens and dozens of their own 
Sci-fi comic titles. Avon, for 
example, began publishing OUT 
OF THIS WORLD, FLYING 
SAUCERS and STRANGE 
WORLDS, among many others, 
while National released 
STRANGE ADVENTURES апа 
MYSTERY IN SPACE. The first 
issue of STRANGE ADVEN- 
TURES (August 1950) in fact, 
featured DESTINATION. MOON 
not only on the cover, but also as 
a short story adaptation inside 
the magazine, and marked the 
only time in movie comics 
Publishing history that two 
different companies brought out 
their own individual comic adap- 
lations of the same film 


PAL PROMPTS SCI-FI BOOM 


Fawcett published George 
Pal's next science-fiction film as 
@ movie comic too. 

WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE (1951) 


sported 

a startling 

color cover 

depicting the 

savior rocketship 

about to, blast off from 
earth amidst a fiery holo- 
caust Fawcett shortly 
dropped their entire comic-book 
line, however, and it was Dell 
comics who continued publish- 
ing George Pal movie comics for 
the next eight years. 

Fawcett, though, had earlier 
published eighteen issues of 
GEORGE PAL'S PUPPETOONS 
The comics were based on a 
series of stop-frame animated, 


Russ Tamblyn 
is lent a helping hand 


on the cover of TOM THUMB, 


EKS was a comical feature film 
with Peter Cushing that was 
based on a highly popular chil- 
drens' program aired on England's 
BBC-TV. America’s own Three 
Stooges got into movie comic- 
dom with their own titles in 1962, 
when Dell put out THE THREE 
STOOGES MEET HERCULES and 
THE THREE STOOGES IN ORB- 
IT. The former was a time-travel 
tale, with the Stooges meeting 
not only Hercules but monsters 
like the Twin-Headed Cyclops to 
boot. The other titles described 
the Stooges' insane flight in a 
Rube Goldberg-type airship and 
was an especially unique movie 
comic in that the entire book was 
illustrated not with artwork but 
actual stills from the film. Some- 
thing like that hadn't been done 
since 1939, when National pub- 


Dell's comic adaptation of the George Pal 
film. Pal has long been a favorite of movie 
comics moguls; his DESTINATION MOON 
became the first sci-fi movie comic ever 
back in 1950. 


lished an adaptation of SON OF 
FRANKENSTEIN in MOVIE COM- 
ICS #1. 


| 
1 | T Coming Next! 


WEIRD FANTASY 
MOVIE COMICS! 
Don't Miss It! 


color theatrical shorts that Pal 
had been producing in the 40s 
The cover of Fawcett's first issue 
of PUPPETOONS (December 
1945) featured not only the 
famous Pal puppet characters, 
but also the world-famous Cap- 
tain Marvel, who, surrounded by 
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our way of getting the latest 
hot-off-the-weird-wire info to you, 
serving up all the news of what's 
cookin’ in every medium, from the 
rare to the half-baked to the well- 
done: - reviews, previews, bulletins 
and controversial comments on 
horror, sci-fi and fantasy happenings 
in films, books, comics, TV and even 
real life. We have spared no costs, 
time or tender egos in bringing you 
this expanded edition of our beloved 
Teletype page. so feel free to send us 
letters full of lavish praise for our 
selfless efforts to keep. you "in-the- 
*now." Handling Fright Film Fore- 
casting chores is “Breezy Bill” Feret, 
who kicks off this feature with his 
column; which begins directly be- 
low 


eems the films of the future will 
be dominated by comic-strip heroes, 
disaster pics and more demonic ad- 
ventures. Lately joining the already 
under way Italian CAPTAIN ELEC- 
TRIC and the British DAN DARE will 
be Universal's SHEENA, QUEEN OF 
THE JUNGLE, starring the very 
"Jungle-queenish" if-there-ever-was- 
one Raquel Welch. Remember those 
doleful doeskins in ONE MILLION 
B.C.? Will they shoot on Hollywood 
and Vine? 

There also seems to be two legit 
productions being readied in England 
On mone other than the original 
Apeman himself: TARZAN and a 
musical thereabouts entitled WHAT- 
EVER HAPPENED TO CAPTAIN IN- 
CREDIBLE 


me 


A MONSTER HE CANT 


That busy little bunch at Dimen- 
sion Pictures will also be present- 
ing us with DR. BLACK/MR. HYDE, 
starring Bernie Casey and Rosalind 


GRIZZLY, starring Christopher 
George, Andrew Prine and Richard 
Jaeckel, should see release around 
the end of March 


The Cannon Group will be releasing 
such little-known efforts as THE 
NORTHVILLE CEMETERY MASSA- 
CRE, BLOOD FEAST and BLOOD 
BATH 

Back at MGM; things are certainly 
prosperous. They have the rights to 
and an eye on doing Tolkien's LORD 
OF THE RINGS, as well as DEMON 
SEED, possibly starring Julie Chris- 


18 feet of gut-crunching, man-eating terror! 


tie 

THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR will star 
Yul Brynner in a future New York re- 
duced to savage and primitive condi- 
tions by pollution 

Spangler Productions plans to film 
an independent horror thriller called 
SNOWMAN. Pic will lens on location 
in Aspen, Colorado 

And a filmization has been an- 
nounced of Lindsay Gutteridge's saga 
of ecological terror and mini-mon- 
sters titled COLD WAR IN A COUN- 
TRY GARDEN. 


THE FEAR OF THE YEAR IS НЕВЕ! 


DR. ВСК 
MR.HYDE | 


Cash. Guess what he changes from 
and into? 

Lorimar Productions is preparing a 
four-hour television special of Flora 
Rheta Schreiber's superb classic of 
schizophrenia, SYBIL 

Columbia is putting a lot of $ and 
effort into their forthcoming sci-fi 
opus called CLOSE ENCOUNTER OF 
THE THIRD KIND. They've also got 
scheduled a murder romance titled 
EYES. 


Back to the Disaster Epics, newly 
joining is a "Bridge-Out-Express- 
Train-Survivors" film called THE CAS- 
SANDRA CROSSING, with an all-star 
cast toplined by Sophia Loren, 
Richard Harris, Ava Gardner, Ingrid 
Thulin, O.J. Simpson and Burt Lan- 
caster. 

AT THE EARTH'S CORE, Edgar 
Rice Burroughs’ classic of inner world 
prehistoric Pellucidar, has wound up 
lensing at Pinewood Studios їп 
London. Doug McClure, also star of 
Amicus’ LAND THAT TIME FORGOT, 
shares top billing with Peter Cushing 
and beauteous Caroline Munro, late 
of SINBAD'S GOLDEN VOYAGE 


The aforementioned Dimension 
Pictures add the stellar title of EGG- 
PLANTS FROM BEYOND TIME to 
their growing number of losers 

A plague of lusting blood-worms 
attacks a small town in a pic bearing 
the wonderfully descriptive title of 
SQUIRM 


AIP's announced sequel to WEST- 
WORLD is currently in production and 
should be ready for worldwide re- 
lease come the summer. Entitled 
FUTUREWORLD, the film is being 
directed by Richard Heffron and stars 
Peter Fonda, Blythe Danner and 
Arthur Hill. Yul Brynner will also 
return as the gunslinging robot from 
the original. 

The same company will be produ- 
cing Bert I. Gordon's production of 
H.G. Wells’ classic THE FOOD OF 
THE GODS, starring Ida Lupino, 
Pamela Franklin and Marjoe Gortner. 

Plans have been put into effect to 
resurrect that marvelous TV series, 
THE AVENGERS, starring the imper- 
turbable Patrick MacNee and the 
Emma Peel to end all Emma Peels, 
Diana Rigg 

Irwin Allen plans a new sci-fi entry 
in the TV Sweepstakes called THE 
TIME TRAVELER, sort of budding 
forth from his previous tube effort, 
THE TIME TUNNEL 

Dimension Pictures has a peculiar 
double bill in THE HEAD HUNTERS 
and (ready...?) NURSES FROM 
MARS. 

Beware the flowers that bloom in 
the Spring. In May, NIGHTMARE 
GARDEN, a sci-fi horror anthology 
edited by Vic Ghidalia comes due 
The Manor Books paperback features 
stories by Ray Bradbury, Robert Sil- 
verberg, Frank Herbert, Kit Reed, 
Frank B. Long and Donald Wandrei 
writing about "the day the plants took 
over." 

AIP will produce, along with Hanna 
and Barbera, a live action super- 
spectacle version of Dante's Inferno 
called DANTE'S TRIP. This will be a 
rock effort, though not a full-out 
musical, and they hope to have a rock 
star of the same magnitude as Elton 
John or Paul McCartney as star. Also 
on their schedule are two sci-fiers 
entitled CEREBUS | and THE LUPE- 
20105. 


Columbia has set SINBAD AND 
THE EYE OF THE TIGER, starring 
Patrick Wayne and assorted Harry- 
hausen wonders, for Easter 1977 and 
promises more Sinbad flicks to со! 


MGM will be shooting an updated 
musical version of MEPHISTOPHE- 
LES, with an original score by Aus- 
tralian Simon Heath 

And last but not least...there will 
be 24 new episodes of SPACE: 1999 


for sci-fi-starved tube-watchers. Hope 

they'll keep us going till Paramount 

and Roddenberry can get together on 

the new STAR TREK. Let's go, Gene 
we can't wait forever 


A TALE OF TWO KONGS 


The latest, and hopefully last, word 
on the heretofore ongoing Great KING 
KONG Remake Rights Dispute has it 
that the combatants, Paramount and 
Universal, have resolved their differ- 
ences. As things stand now, both 
will return the King of Skull Island to 
the shiver screen, but Universal will 
not release its version until 18 months 
after the Paramount film is finished 
Paramount, in conjunction with pro- 
ducer Dino De Laurentiis, will base 
their remake on the original film and 


set it in modern times; Universal will 
adapt theirs from Delos W. Love- 
lace's novel (itself based on the ori- 
ginal film) and set it in 1933. Stars 
lined up for the Paramount" remake 
include Jeff Bridges, Charles Grodin 
and Jessica Lange, though reported- 
ly the company originally sought Al 
Pacino, Gene Hackman and Faye 
Dunaway for the leads. Much of this 
info is doubtless still subject to 
future change, so keep watching TMT 
for updates on this bizarre Tale of 
Two Kongs 


CON-CALENDAR 


THE CON-CALENDAR is an exclusive feature of TMT. Across the 
country, comic nuts, sí fans, monster freaks and the like are 
constantly gathering to buy, sell, trade, collect and listen to 


speeches. As with most gatherings of fans, the conventions often upcoming cons. 


border on tho insane, but the people are friendly and there's always 
good chance you'll pick up some rare item for your collection. And 
mm great places to meet people—famous, infamous and plain 


XI E соп," we highly recommend you try one. 
They vary in size, emphasis, and quality, of course, but they're all fun 
to attend. We at TMT will do our part by keeping you informed of, all 


DATE CONVENTION 1 LOCATION PRICE FEATURES ] 
Tem KSPACE INTERNATIONAL Star Trek Stars, 
^r А SPACE AMPHITHEATRE Все соон 
go, 11. 6-Hour Arena Show 
1ST ANNUAL 4/16 thru 6/15 
July STAR TREK EXPO BY ATREGEN CY $14.00 Trivia Contest, 
9,10,11 OF i00 Mew Jersey Avo; 6/16 thru 7/9 Masquerade, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. Женип оС $18.00 Be C 
Sept. | STAR TREK STATLER HILTON Guess 
3,4,5,6 BI-CENTENNIAL 10 New York City Spock Look- 
з Alike Contest 
КҮЗ COMIC BOOK STATLER HILTON HOTEL $1.00 
‘Sundays COLLECTOR (Bay State Room For into. camie Roos) 
Atter Jan MARKET Pj egest Items, Etc. 
NOSTALGIA 
анары comic books, 
4 Church Street Motor Lodge 75е pulps, toys, 
Waltham, Mass. 02154 movies, auctions 
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error tube's more interesting 

ifi movie offerings is SF scholar 

d inveterate TV-watcher Jason 
а: 


NESIS (1973) 
xddenberry (without whom STAR 
REK would not have been) really 
mbed with this loser! It's not 
lich more than an updated version 
of BUCK ROGERS, and has nothing 
offer except for its infrequent 
effects. The plot is boring and 
| and the ending is awful. A 
Mist accidentally remains in 
ded animation for several 
Ired years. When he is revived, he 
discovers that a nuclear war has 
id ош! our civilization. However, 
ll societies have sprung up all 
е world, including one run by 
; human-hating mutants. The 
guys, who are known as "Pax' 
е), are real duds, so how good 
п things be? Had this become a 
fies, it might have been worse than 
STARLOST (oy!). 


STRANGER (1973) 

jother sci-fi pilot that didn’t make 
it, The plot somewhat resembles that 
21 JOURNEY TO THE FAR SIDE OF 
UN, but this TV flick is much 
complex. Glenn Corbett- plays 
of three U.S. astronauts who 
-land on a duplicate earth. There 
е various dilferences between the 
0 planets and their inhabitants, 
- For instance, the other world 
several moons. It also has a well- 
ordered totalitarian society, which is 
hy the space travelers are marked 
Ir execution. It's rather good, but the 

itive already made this scene. 


DEMON, DEMON (1975) 

This eerie but. slow-moving drama 
TE АПЫ AEC 
here is that demons do exist, Би! that 

еу came to earth from another 

janet in another galaxy. The 
table heroine's features and 
jonality are altered by the evil 
ones, and she proceeds to seduce her 
«husband while in her other form; 
nically, her good half suspects that 
үе is having an affair with another 
Woman (which he is, sort of). At the 
Па of this possession flick, the 
ple (threesome?) is saved when 
ir unworldly enemy suffers a fatal 
irt attack. Don't go out of your way 

ее this entry 


Unique New Fright Film Project 
id Under Way In New York 
~All you devotees of monsters, mad- 
| mess, and TMT will be thoroughly de- 
|. lighted to learn of а momentously 


| p WESTCHESTER WEIRDNESS 


| 
| 
|| eerie event which is currently unfold- 
|| Ing їп Westchester, New York: The 
| | first feature film ever undertaken by 
| зола} filmmakers іп conjunc- 
lon with a student apprenticeship 
rogram. The film, entitled TALES 
THAT WILL TEAR YOUR HEART 
OUT, is an anthology of horror stories 
Tevolving around a small graveyard 
at's about to be exhumed to make 
foom for a new apartment building 
Yam producing the film and direct- 
ng Опе sequence. Guest directors 
4nd Writers so far set to do other seg- 
Ments include Wes Craven (writer- 
director of the infamous LAST HOUSE 
ON THE LEFT), DeWitt Bodeen (au- 
hor of the Val Lewton classics THE 
CAT PEOPLE and CURSE OF THE 
САТ PEOPLE), Chuck Hirsch (pro- 
ducer of GREETINGS and HI MOM), 
d А! Kilgore, creator of BULL- 
INKLE. Other sequences are being 


THE QUESTOR TAPES (1974) 

Hopefully, this excellent pilot film 
about an android and its human 
assistant will be awarded its own 
series. Handsome Robert Foxworth 
plays the alien-devised humanoid 
whose mission it is to keep humanity 
from self-destruction. He сап be 
stopped by bullets, and he lacks 
experience and emotions. Though 
naive, he has all of Earth's knowledge 
in his memory banks. In addition, he 
is super-strong, and his “life-span” is 
200 years. The theory is that if man- 
kind survives for that length of time, it 
will have matured beyond its de- 
structive tendencies. Hope for the 
best, mortals! 


THE TWO DEATHS OF SEAN 
DOOLITTLE (1975) 

This one is a real weirdo. Doolit- 
tle is a lonely man who faces a long 


jail sentence, so he commissions a 


cientisti tov freeze ihis body for à 
number of years, after which time he 
is supposed to be revived. Part of the 
ghoulish process requires that all his 
blood be removed before the 
cryogenic system becomes opera- 
tional, and this ís done. He is then 
placed in a freezer, but after a short 
time some villainous-type person 
raises the temperature and opens the 
storage locker. The crook comes to 
but turns into a deranged vampire 
because he-is completely bereft of 
blood, Bullets can't stop him, but he 
meets his eventual end in the ever- 
dependable conflagration scene. This 


ABC production is just weird enough 
to be worth seeing 


DISTANT EARLY WARNING (1975) 

A UFO lands near an isolated Arctic 
radar station, and the small mili- 
tary garrison is visited by aliens who 
appear to themas loved ones who had 
died. The new arrivals claim that they 
have journeyed from the wonderful 
Beyond to drop in on the soldiers, 
who fall for this unlikely tale. Within 
the next hour or so, nearly everyone is 
slain and, in the end, the telepathic 
aliens take over the base and prepare 
to invade earth. Ray Bradbury did this 
sort of thing a lot better a long time 
ago. The conclusion to the ABC-TV 
movie is okay, but the rest is for- 
gettable 


THE STRANGER WITHIN (1974) 


Richard Matheson did a pretty fine 
job with this thriller about a young 
married woman who becomes im- 
pregnated by a ray from anather 
planetJ"Naturally, her husband, js 
quite upset by this; as well as by her 
strange behavior; at one point, she 
even threatens him with a very large 
knife. Doctors and hypnotists are 
called in to help, but in the end 
nobody is: able to stop the (hope- 
fully benevolent) aliens from making 
the woman and her child—along with 
othet women and their semi-alien 
babies—board a spaceship and 
depart for the distant planet 


THE UFO INCIDENT (1975) 

This fine, but overly long (2 hours) 
NBC movie is based on a supposedly 
true occurrence. A married, racially 
mixed couple is driving along a dark 
country road when, suddenly, a UFO 
appears in the skies. Naturally 
(movie-wise, anyway), they stop and 
investigate. Aliens capture the pair 
and lead them to the spacecraft, 
where they proceed to examine the 
man and woman. Afterward, the 
people are made to forget the 
experience and are released. They 
remember everything later, through 
hypnosis, and the events are rather 
convincing. The acting and script are 
excellent, but too much time is spent 
on the victims’ personal problems. 
See it 


> 


Boldly Go 


Where No Trekkie 


Has Gone 


That's right, now you can boldly go. 
where no STAR TREK fan has been 
able to go before—into the very heart 
of the World of STAR TREK! THE 
FINAL FRONTIER, the world’s ONLY 
professional STAR TREK NEWS- 


Before! 


LETTER, keeps you up-to-date on all 
the latest STAR TREK news, all in one 
concise, information-packed monthly 
package! THE FINAL FRONTIER is 
the ONE publication no Trekkie can 
afford to be without 


With 


me FINAL F 


RONTIER 


STAR TREK NEWSLETTER 


* The Very Latest News of A 


* The MOST COMPLETE STAR TREK 


THE FINAL FRONTIER, the only 
professional STAR TREK NEWS: 
LETTER, is a handsomely próduced 
eight-page monthly bulletin edited by 
a team of top “pro” STAR scholars 


done by students, some of whom will 
be getting their first crack at pro tilm- 
making; Brendan Faulkner (publisher 
of the new Skull Killer comics), Frank 
Farel (largely responsible for the 
hilarious short The Incredibly Awful 
Dr. Sporgo) and other young talents 
willbe participating in the project 

The special effects, including lots 
of table-top animation, are being 
directed by Chris Wedge and super- 
vised by professional effects ace 
Simon Deitch, who formerly worked 
on OUTER LIMITS. Actors are just 
now in the process of accepting roles 
in the film. The first to sign on are 
Will Jordan—renowned impressionist 
famous for his Ed Sullivan imperson- 
ation—and Michael Sullivan, who had 
a featured role in GREASER'S 
PALACE. 

The project's aim is to give stu- 
dents professional credentials before 
they leave the academic scene, 
without Which there is really very little 
access to the film industry as it exists 
today. As the production wends its 
weird way toward completion 
supply THE MONSTER TIMES with 


| will: 


exclusive progress reports on the 
mishap merriment and madness 
that will doubtless befall us. 

The problem of what sort of film to 
make was never a problem to me 
Horror nre proven and true, a 
treasure trove of technical possi- 
bilities. 1 had made one horror fil 
before—the soon-to-be-released 
SHRIEK-OUT—and | became aware 
via that painful experience just how 
difficult it really is to. pull off the 
mood-pieces we call horror films 
Tougher than dramas, or westerns— 
both of which I've done. And as hard 
as comedy 

The film, | suspect, will be an 
important one, bridging for the first 
time the student and- professional 
spheres. And | expect that, what with 
all.the talent involved, it will be a 
good film as well. We'll have to wait 
till around Halloween to confirm or 
deny that contention, but in the 
meantime we'll be-keeping you up to 
dale with exclusive reports, inter- 
views, stills, etc., of the project's 
progress 


Wish us luck —Roy Frumkes 


experts in the STAR TREK field. We 
have editors from the STAR TREK 
Radio Show, an able crew of STAR 


TREK writers, and exclusive inside 
sources at Paramount Pictures 
producers of the upco ning STAR 
TREK MOVIE. The combined credits 
of our STAR TREK staff cover virtually 
every important magazine in the 
sci-fi/fantasy field. THE FINAL 
FRONTIER is printed on sturdy, con- 
venient three-hole punched stock 
and a special STAR TREK BINDER 
will be made available to ensue the 
safekeeping of each and every issue 
of THE FINAL FRONTIER at the end 
of the 12 month subscription 

This invaluable publication will 
NOT be available on newsstands. To 


Prevent your being feft out-of-the- 


That REALLY Keeps You 
In-The-Know ! 


II STAR TREK-related Events! 


* Regular Progress Reports on Paramount's STAR TREK MOVIE! 


Convention Guide Available Anywhere 


* Exclusive Interviews With STAR TREK Celebrities! 
*Never-Before-Published Photos of All The STAR TREK Regulars! 
* Reports on and Consumer Tests of All New STAR TREK Merchandise! 
* Behind-the-Scenes Photos & Info EXCLUSIVE to THE FINAL FRONTIER! 
* Plus Much, Much More! 


know, Galaxy News Service is 
currently making a unique trial sub- 
scription offer: 6 info-packed issues 
of THE FINAL FRONTIER for $6.00, 
or 12 issues for only $10.00. If you 
subscribe now, you will also receive a 
FREE YEARLY INDEX conveniently 
listing ALL items appearing in THE 
FINAL FRONTIER over the course of 
the previous year 

Participate in the Ongoing Adven- 
tures of the Crew of the Enterprise By 
Ordering Your Subscription Today! 


| 
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fanzine! Features 
reprints of While. 
Indian and Thun- 
da slories. Plus 
тергов of Famous 


The Art of 
Neal Adams 
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А bargain. wiinout Only $2.00 STAR REACH #2 
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Star Reach т will delin A t 
ee | у want this new issue 
COLLECTOR'S Umited supply зо act R ú 
= n Оту 
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Great comies of thelr Octobanawinhundreds M зена drawings of Tarzan, cache v! Frazetias sexy j by Barry Smith Е. G 
Childhood. Only $1.50 ot actual strips in his Pellucidar.*and a host of women, barbarians, war- if ри 1 
collector's item. A must other Burroughs charac- riors. and material not treasury of 4 N 
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10 boot!” There Spider : folio Only $2.00 EC BOOKS хо "ытта "ES dol Pay p 
man, Fantastic Four, The science спол stories. * tarer: р 
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һәтзоп and Wrightson B4 pages amd typically n full color, just as they appeared all those & 
Articles by Nick Megin: fantastic Davis. Limited о. The best comics in the world are back 
George Evans and Roger Supply put you can. # Sgaint k 
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TRONT на 2 and it includes four more EC classics in {ull color as b: 
Page blockbuster ‘issue - they originally appeared. The stories are in 
oler covers by Kurlzman: SAUA TRONT No. 5 T Miscalculalion" by Jack Kamen, “Bum Steer” bi } ы 
&'Ingeis Contains Kurtz. The legendary EC. Joe Orlando, The Marians- by Wally Wood An 
man ariicie Ff ште adds to Mta her ae By дурата o OCK SUSPENSE ° 
factor art by We п °з > EC REPRINT #3 is actually SHOCK SU: 
PROMETEAN ENTER Г, THE SENSUOUS FRAZET- GSren? кше sie") Beautiful never before STORIES #12 and contains (hé following tour 
Sdition ot one of the be TA. A luscious collection нне геогра р stories: "The Monkey" by Joe Orlando, "Fall Guy 
fanzines Features of Frank Frazetlas great With: arenasi E C NR by Wally Wood. "Deadline" by Jack Kamen and “The 
in-depth interview wi HERITAGE ть Fo looking ladies All are full Ш TARZAN DIGEST giant inside, А must for an 3 Kidnapper" by Reed Crandall a 
Robert Crumb, Loads of tures ап page (or two-page) illustra illustrat EC’ lan. Only $3.00 ^ T EC REPRINT #4 is actually HAUNT OF FEAR #12 t 
Grumo drawings a попа "and all are really É 5 | and contains "What's Соки." by Jack Davis, “Til 
ДЕН, резины: А myst tor пу Шъ Borough 3 Death Оо We Part” by Joe Orlando, "On А Dead м 
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| Monster Times 


When TMT Editor Joe Kane 
— informed himself that he would 
be putting together an all-science 
fiction edition of this publication, 
he immediately asked permission 
to pen a critiqué of his favorite SF 
film, Wesley E. Barrys CREA- 
TION OF THE HUMANOIDS. 
Giving himself the necessary go- 
ahead, he wrote the following, 
decidedly subjective account of 
— {hat largely unsung sci-fi opus... 


| О a brief burst of 
argumentative multilingual chat- 
| ter, an explosion rocks the tinny 
soundtrack, a mighty stock 
footage mushroom cloud billows 
~ on the screen and, before the 


title credits have even rolled, 


— civilization-as-we-know-it has had 


it. A properly dispassionate nar- 
rator tells us, “No one can be 
sure who started it, and, really, 
that is not important.” What is 
(important, that is) is the 
irredeemable fact that the long 
era of human infighting has 
finally reached its ultimate 
climax, and that Man must now 
make way for his better half— 
Machine. . 

The setting for Wesley E. 
Barry's blackly comic CREA- 
TION OF THE HUMANOIDS is 

La reconstructed earth of the not- 
Ltoo-distant future. While Man 
still pulls the majority of strings 
in this low-budget Brave New 
World, His power is waning and 
most of the planet's tasks are 
performed by а. variety of 
carefully programmed automa- 
tons. Said automatons—or ‘click- 
= ers, as they're disparagingly re- 
ferred to by the reactionary 
{| humans who comprise the 
Klan-like ‘Order of Flesh and 
Blood'—range from simple meni- 
al models to the more sophisti- 
cated R-70s (who possess perfect 
logic) up through the all-but-ver- 
boten R-96s, who, we are 
informed, have all the logic of an 


automaton and all the emotions 
of a human, lacking only the 


ability to reproduce. 

As the film opens, a pair of 
automatons are on their way to 
the “Temple” to be recharged by 

what they designate as the 
z"Father-Mother"—an outsized 
computer complex that adminis- 
ters to their needs—when their 
progress is abruptly halted by the 
anti-automaton Craigus (Роп 
Megowan) and a fellow officer in 


"I'll have your memory pulled so fast you'll NEVER forget it!" warns Craigus (Ооп 
Megowan), angry officer in the Order of Flesh and Blood, in early scene from Wesley 
E. Barry's slyly satiric CREATION OF THE HUMANOIDS. 


A TMT Sci-Fi Flashback 


THE CREATION OF 
THE HUMANOIDS 


BY JOE KANE 


After harassing the inoffensive 
‘clickers’ ("I think I'll keep you 
here till your power runs out,” 
croons Craigus. “How would you 
like that?"), Craigus and crony 
discuss, with such paranoid in- 
tensity, the growing “arrogance” 
exhibited by the uppity automa 
tons. What they don't know, 
however, is that a certain rene- 
gade scientist, one Dr. Raven 
(Don Doolittle), is in eahoots with 
a cabal of clickers bent on 
creating an illicit group of R-96s 
to infiltrate human ranks—more 
out of a sense of inevitability 
than malice, it should be noted. It 
is right about here that the plot, 
as they say, begins to thicken, as 
the Order intensifies its efforts 
lo oppress the robot majority, 
though the action remains wryly 
static throughout. 


STATIC CINEMA 


In cinematic terms, CREA- 
TION OF THE HUMANOIDS is 
certainly less than flashy; in fact, 


tape without losing much, if any, 
of its perverse power. Almo: 
totally verbal, this unsung sci-fi 
satire contains more memorable 
lines per minute than any similar 
genre outing we ‘сап recall. 
When, for example, cruel Craig 
us becomes engaged at a too 
candid clicker, he roars, “I'll have 
your memory pulled so fast you'll 
never forget it!" In another 
scene, an automaton working 
with Dr. Raven s the outlaw 
scientist why he's cooperating 
with them. “Money,” comes the 
scientist's сопе reply.| When 
the:robot allows as how he fails 
to understand that sort of 
motivation, Dr, Raven blandly 
suggests, “You should let me 
rewire you. You don't know what 
you're missing.” 

In what is perhaps the film's 
finest sequence, Craigus visits 
his liberal sister Esme, who, he's 
learned, is “in rapport” with a 
clicker, ie, is living with an 
automaton—an R-49 named Pax 


extension of herself and to re 
spond specificially to her needs. 
When an angry Craigus rudely 
removes the robot's eyes and 
pulls a few wires from his arm, 
Esme declares, "Pax is more of a 
man than you'll ever be. He could 
never do to you what you just did 
to him." To Pax she adds, "Better 
put some sealer on that arm, 
dear." 

Craigus softens somewhat 
when Esme's friend Maxine 
arrives to help her celebrate her 
newfound “rapport.” Despite 
their vast ideological differences, 
Maxine and Craigus are immedi- 
ately attracted to each other and 
leave Esme's abode together. 
Following their departure, the 
fully-repaired Pax, who's outfit- 
ted with a sense of humor, begins 
laughing uncontrollably, if me- 
chanically. When asked what it is 
he finds so amusing, he chuckles, 
“Trony...one of the funniest forms 
of humor.” 

The film's rather inconclusive 
conclusion has it that Craigus 
and Maxine are themselves 
automatons, two of sixteen for- 
bidden, R-96s fashioned by Dr. 
Raven under the direction of 
several rebellious automatons. 
Both, it turns out, had died but 
were г embled with all 
memory of their deaths erased. 
At film's end, Craigus under- 
goes an understandable change 
of heart—or, perhaps more ac- 
eurately, — batteries—regarding 
his attitude toward his mechani 
cal brothers and accepts the in 
evitability of a world in which 
Man—the original model at 
least—has become obsolete. 


SPAWN OF THE HUMANOIDS 


Though CREATION OF THE 
HUMANOIDS remains to this 
day a fairly obscure film, it 
quiekly developed a small but 
devoted cult following headed by 
a claque of New York-based 
underground filmmakers. Andy 
Warhol once cited it as his 
lavorite overground movie, and 
the Kuchar Brothers—a talented 
pair of Bronx auteurs who spe 
cialized in crafting sly parodies of 
some of Hollywood's sleazier 
efforts—even went so far to 
film their own CREATIC - 
spired sci-fi epic, SINS OF THE 
FLESHAPOIDS. Shot in 1964, 
the Kuchar film not only paid 
appropriate tribute to the earlier 


page 27 


lent, if campier, sci-fi satire. 

Little is known about the сгеа- 
tors of CREATION OF THE 
HUMANOIDS, but, since the 
film relies so heavily on its ironie 
script, considerable credit should 
surely to go screenwriter Jay 
Simms. Simms, incidentally, also 
worked on the scripts for THE 
KILLER SHREWS (1959) and 
PANIC IN THE YEAR ZERO 
(1962), the latter an American 
Armageddon  satire-melodrama 
that is not without its support- 
ers. Even THE KILLER 
SHREWS, a fairly awful flick 
(see TMT #37), contained a few 
intentionally funny stabs at some 
of the fright film genre's more 
ludicrous conventions. As for 
director Barry, we have no idea 
what became of him. 

With its admittedly static 
pacing, somnambulistie acting 
and rather staggering lack of 
action, CREATION will no doubt 
put off sci-fi enthusiasts in search 


A dramatic 
moment from 
the Kuchar 
Brothers’ 
SINS OF THE 
FLESHAPOIDS 
(1964), a 
Bronx-based 
sci-fi satire 
inspired by 
CREATION ¢ 


of more robust futuristic fare. 
But if you allow yourself to 
succumb to the film's slyly ironic 
mood, the pleasure might very 
well end up being all yours. 


THE CREATION OF THE 
HUMANOIDS (1962) Genie Pro- 
ductions, Inc. Directed by Wes- 
ley E. Barry. Screenplay by Jay 
Simms. Makeup by Jack Pierce. 
Starring Don Megowan, Frances 
McCann, Erica Elliot, Don 
Doolittle. 


the Order of Flesh and Blood. 


it could have been shot on video- 


—programmed to- act as an 


movie but was itself an excel- 


Martin Landau, as Moonbase Aipha Commander Koenig, holds on for dear life in a scene from SPACE: 1999 
and hopes that the series will do the same. Only time, TV ratings and toothpaste sales will tell. 


SPACE: 1999! continuen From pace 12 


“I was a student in Curt Conway's 
acting school and Martin was my instruc- 
tor,” Barbara recalls. “I was infuriated by 
the way he used to criticize my work. 
Somehow that conflict resolved itself into 
à much more constructive emotion." 

So much so that, after a 15-month 
Courtship, Barbara and Martin were wed. 

"The marriage is a real 'fun' thing," s; 
Barbara. "It's a ‘hobby’ sort of relation- 
ship. We enjoy each other very much. We 
enjoy each other's companionship. We're 
homebodies, we never get bored with each 
other and we still surprise each other from 

time to time, It's pure joy. 


THE IMPOSSIBLE SCENE 


MISSION IMPOSSIBLE was probably 
the biggest boost to the Landaus' careers, 
granting them considerable media ex- 
posure. Barbara won three Emmy Awards 
for her super-spy Cinnamon Carter role on 
the show, and Martin did pretty well too, 
when you consider that his 80 MISSION 
stints began as a single guest appearance. 
Things might have continued in this happy 
vein were it not for contractual diffieulties 
that arose between the show's producers 
and the stars in question. Hassles over 
and number of 
Пу prompted the pair to split the 
BLE scene. Ironically enough, 


money 


STAR TREK refugee Leonard Nimoy 
filled the slot vacated by Landau. 

"The first years after I left MISSION 
IMPOSSIBLE were touch and go," 
Landau remembers. "I traveled over 
100,000 miles in the first year alone, going 
from assignment to assignment in films 
and TV things. I was often away from 
Barbara and the kids for months. We then 
decided to look for something we could do 
together, but there was a dearth of good 
script material around. All the offerings 
were either cheapie rip-offs of success- 
ful shows or remakes of old, out-of-date 
things. It was at this time that friends of 
ours, Gerry and Sylvia Anderson, brought 
us the first outline for the SPACE: 1999 
series.” 

“It turned out to be a fantastic project,” 
Barbara interjects. “Not just the Gern- 
reich outfits and the special effects, but 
the cast, guest stars, the $270,000-per-epi- 
sode budget...the whole thing awed us. 
The crew was especially fun to work 
with...no friction. The tea breaks were fun 
too.” 

When the Landaus were filming 
SPACE: 1999, did it occur to them that 
they would be competing with STAR 
TREK? 

“Of course,” answers Barbara. “I think 
each series has its own merits. It's funny 
though, because when we were shooting 
MISSION IMPOSSIBLE, STAR TREK 
was shooting in the studio next door. 
That's irony for you.” 

If CBS buys the series, as has been 


rumored, does that mean more new epi- 
sodes will be filmed’ to supplement the 24 
now in the can? 

“Yes, probably,” Martin opines. “We'll 
trot back to Britain and get back to Alpha. 
It would probably mean another six 
months or so, but it’s fun and we love it.” 


FUTURE OF SPACE 


As the show went into its second year of 
production, some rather radical changes 
were implemented, the most surprising of 
which was the removal of the Dr. 
Bergman character (Barry Morse) from 
the series. Future installments of SPACE: 
1999 will develop new characters. One 
good turn is the news that an additional 
$700,000 will be added to the 24-episode 
budget, bringing the next year’s total 
expense to a whopping 7.2 million bucks. 

While the show has a long way to go to 
catch up with STAR TREK, there's a 
strong chance that SPACE: 1999 
conventions aren't far off. Already, mer- 
chandisers are pushing models of the 
Eagle transport, everything from an inex- 
pensive do-it-yourself job to a $14 metal 
model that does everything but fly. 
SPACE: 1999 comic books are printed 
every month, and paperback fovel 
versions of various episodes аге crowding 
the shelves of many American bookstores. 

If STAR TREK wants to maintain its 
position on the American sci-fi throne, it 
might. not be a bad idea to get that 
proposed ST movie in the can sans further 
delay. ч} 


FLASH CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 
GORDON 


return to their own planet as soon as 
possible. Understandably, Flash and his 
companions distrust Ming. They decide to 
carry out their plan to fly to Sky City, so 
Barin leaves to fetch his rocket. 

As the ship is being loaded, Barin is 
careless when he tells one of his men 
where the pick-up is. One of Ming's spies 
overhears this, and he leaves to report to 
the emperor. While this is taking place, 
Zarkov contacts Thun via the spaceo- 
graph. After a brief conversation, they 
agree to convene at Vultan's palace later 
on and, along with Aura, set out to meet 
their transportation. They take an 
underground passage to a point outside 
the city gates, and proceed from there toa 
deserted guardhouse turret. 

Barin’s aircraft is soon sighted, and the 
courageous group waits for it to land. 
Instead of setting down, however, the ship 
begins firing at them. It seems that Barin 
and his men are not in the rocket. Flash, 
Zarkoy, Dale, Vultan and Aura run into 
the turret for safety. A moment later, the 
structure is blasted and a tremendous ex- 
plosion takes place! 


13. ROCKETING TO EARTH! 


As luck would have it, Flash and his 
companions find a trap door and enter an 
underground tunnel just before the 
building is hit. Vultan was wounded in the 
initial assault, so they decide to return to 
the laboratory for a while. Along the way, 
they happen upon some enemy soldiers 
who are escorting Barin to the dungeons. 
A fight ensues, and the rightful ruler of 
Mongo is freed. 

When the party arrives at the lab, 
Zarkov hooks up electronie devices to all 
of the doors. Torch soon leads a guard 
patrol to the locale, but he discovers that 
they cannot enter the room. Even rayguns 
prove useless against Zarkov's scientific 
ingenuity. Crafty Ming thwarts the heroes 
by ordering the lab's electricity shut off. 
Once more, Flash and his friends seem 
destined to become prisoners. 

Suddenly, an alarm goes off. Ming 
hurries away, and Zarkov and his 
comrades flock around a spaceograph to 
learn the reason: The gyro-ships of the 
Lion-men are attacking the city again. 
Apparently, Thun got tired of waiting for 
the others to show up at the floating 
metropolis, so he went to get them. As 
Ming orders out his rocket fleet, he is 
confident that the invaders will soon be 
turned back. 

While the air battle rages, Flash and 
company are taken to the throne room to 
await execution. It is not long before 
everyone realizes that Ming's ships are 
losing \which ort of strange, consid- 
ering what the Lion-men have to go 
through in order to operate one of their 
aireraft). The tyrant, angered by this turn 
of events, is about to order the deaths of 
his enemies, including Aura, when the 
invading army comes storming into the 
palace itself. In the resulting confusion, 
Ming escapes through a tunnel to the 
Sacred Palace of Tao. Flash, Barin, Thun 
and Aura follow, but they are too late to 
stop the evil one from entering the huge 
doors. As the High Priest closes the 
chamber, it appears as though Ming has 
been-killed by a fire dragon. [Of course, he 
was not. Ming returned two more times, 
and it was strongly hinted at the end of 
the third serial that there would be 
another sequel. Alas, there was none.] 

When order is restored in the city, 
Barin and Aura take command and the 
earthlings blast off for their own planet. 
Afterward, Barin learns that the crazy 
High Priest hid a time bomb aboard 
Zarkov's rocket. The space travelers are 
warned by radio, and Flash manages to 
find the device in the nick of time. There 
are no further incidents as the trio heads 
for earth and the honors that await them. 


FLASH GORDON (1936) Directed by Frederick 
Stephani. Screenplay by Septhani, Ella O'Neill 
George Plympton, B. Dickey. Based on the comic 
strip by Alex Raymond. Starring Buster Crabbe 
(Flash), Jean Rogers (Dale), Charles Middleton 
(Ming), Frank Shannon (Zarkov), Priscilla Law- 
son (Aura), Richard Alexander, James Pierce, 
Duke York, Jr., Richard Tucker 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20 


The robot's synthetic flesh melted from 
the heat, and the people saw the folly of 
their rebellion. The metal figure continued 
to laugh until the merciless flames 
destroyed it. 

Freder, having found Maria, managed 
to lead her and the children to safety. 
However, they were soon separated by 
the frightened crowds. Alone, Maria 
blundered into Rotwang! The scientist, 
fearing for his life, tried to kill her! In her 
mad flight, Maria climbed up to the 
cathedral roof. 

Freder was on one of the streets below, 
searching desperately for Maria. He heard 
her scream, and he cast his eyes upward. 
Seeing the woman he loved, he ran-to help 
her. He reached her in time, and during 
the ensuing fight with Rotwang, the mad 
scientist was knocked from the roof. 


With Rotwang dead and the robot 
destroyed, the crowd calmed down a bit. 
By now, everyone Who had not been killed 
had escaped from the lower levels. 
Homeless, sorrowful and angry, the 
workers confronted Jon Fredersen. They 


that his son had saved their 
children, and they were grateful to 
Freder. But the Master of fallen 
Metropolis had to be reckoned with. 

Maria wisely pointed out, “There can be 
no understanding between the hand and 
the brain unless the heart acts as 
mediator.” 

With that, Jon clasped hands with the 
foreman, and Freder and Maria embraced. 
From then on, everyone worked together 
to rebuild Metropolis, and all shared in the 
rewards. 


LANG'S LAVISH CLASSIC 

METROPOLIS was made in Germany 
by UFA. Production costs proved so great 
that the company was forced to borrow 
large sums of money, even from some 
American studios. This paid off, though, 
when the film was released in 1927. The 
two-hour science-fiction classic was 
directed by Fritz Lang, from a seript by 
Thea von Harbou, his wife, who also wrote 
the original novel. 

The motion picture was also released in 
the United States in 1927, by Paramount. 
Aside from the fact that the titles in 
America were in English, the names of the 
main characters were altered. Jon 


knew 


Fredersen (played by Alfred Abel) 
became John Masterman, Freder (Gustav 
Frohlich) was named Eric, and Maria 
(Brigitte Helm, who also played the robot. 
twin) was translated to Mary. Rotwang 
(Rudolf Klein-Rogge) was allowed to keep 
his biblical title. 

Metropolis was supposed to be the New 
York of the future. In 1924, Lang had 
taken a trip to Manhattan, and had been 
impressed by the city's skyline. After 
returning to Germany, he set to work on 
the costly classic. His technicians con- 
structed elaborate miniature sets for the 
film, including a few with moving (on 
wires) planes, trains and autos. His special 
effects men created remarkable scenes, 
particularly the one in which the robot 
was given Maria's personality. 

The film, which, in essence, is a socio- 
logical criticism of capitalism, is truly 
excellent, and not at all dated. There are 
many religious overtones, and Rotwang is 
depicted almost as a wizard rather than a 
scientist. 

The motion picture is amusing, 
exciting and touching, and if you ever 
have the opportunity to see it, even if it’s 
cut (which it usually is), do so. Г} 
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The Monster ~~. 
ELI 


Rotwang (Rudolf Klein-Rogge), a mad scientist in the 
employ of a cabal of equally crazed capitalists, prepares 
to create a mechanical Maria to sow discord among the 
downtrodden workers in METROPOLIS, Fritz Lang's 
masterful sci-fi classic 


All systems are unfortunately go, as Rotwang activates the evil apparatus that will transform an inert 
automaton into an exact duplicate of Maria, complete with her voice and memory. 


x 
| 
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Back in 1927, German auteur Fritz 
Lang lensed what many fans and 
critics still consider the very best 
science-fiction film ever made— 
the mammoth METROPOLIS. An 
allegory about capitalist oppres- 
sion, the film is fraught with unfor- 
gettable images of hideous 
mechanical monsters, mad scien- 
tists, crazed capitalists...and even 
the workers are revolting. Here to 
fondly recall that silent classic is 
TMT fright film maven Jason 
Thomas.. 


T. city of Metropolis was vast and 
magnificent, the greatest and most 
advanced city on earth. Many of its 
towered skyserapers rivaled the Empire 
State Building of long ago, and some of 
them were quite a few stories taller. 

The population of Metropolis ranged in 
the tens of millions, but most of its 
inhabitants did not enjoy its wonders. 
More than half of the people lived and 
toiled below the concrete pavement. 
Rarely, if ever, did they see the sunlight. 

The residents were divided into -two 
classes. The upper class enjoyed the 
pleasures of the city, while the lower class 
Serviced the huge machinery that made 
the city “live,” metallic monstrosities 
located in the bowels of the earth, directly 
below Metropolis. 

The subterranean workers were greatly 
Oppressed. From birth, they had nothing to 
look forward to except the most miserable 
existence. Their grueling, 10-hour work 
shift sapped the men of most of their 

~ strength. The people had little to live for 
beyond a slender hope that all this would 
Soon change. 

Most of the upper class were unaware of 
the hardships the workers endured. Nor 
did they care. One day, however, Freder 
Fredersen, the handsome young son of the 
financial ruler of Metropolis, took an 
interest in the workers’ plight. With the 


The Fun City of the Future? While director Fritz Lang 
was doubtless inspired by his visit to New York, his 
METROPOLIS functions more as an Everycity, an 
insane extension of man’s often morbid fascination 
with technology 


The 
android 

agitator sets 

off at Rotwang's 
bidding to prey 

on the desperate 
longings of an 
oppressed proletariat. 


Soon afterward, Rotwang led his 
employer into the catacombs beneath the 
city, arriving at a subterranean church, 
where a large number of workers were 
gathered. From a hidden vantage point, 
they listened to Maria, a beautiful female 
of the lower class, as she told the crowd 
the story of the Tower of Babel, then led 
her congregation in prayer. Unbeknownst 
to both men, Freder was among the 
enthralled listeners. 

Fredersen, realizing that Maria was the 
workers’ only symbol of strength, told his 
companion to fashion the robot in her 
image. “Hide the girl in your house,” he 
instructed, “and I will send the robot down 
to sow discord among the workers and 
destroy their confidence in her.” Then he 
left. 

After everyone else had left, Freder 
approached Maria. They conversed for a 
while, ahd then parted. However, while 
the woman was returning to her home, 
she realized that someone was following 
her. Afraid, she began to run, but her 
pursuer—Rotwang—caught up to her and 


aid of another man, he descended to the 
level of the machines, and discovered the 
appalling conditions that existed there. 


WORKERS’ FRIGHTS 


As Freder looked on, a worker collapsed 
from fatigue. A moment later, the 
enormous machine that the man had been 
tending exploded. Men were hurled 
through the air by the force of the blast, 
and Freder, horrified, imagined that the 
machine was a living monster: all-consum 
ing Moloch! As the dead and maimed were 
being carried off, Freder returned to the 
surface world and headed for his father's 
office. 

There, Jon Fredersen stopped his work 
just long enough to tell Freder that he did 
not care about the workers. “Such ассї 
dents are unavoidable,” he shrugged 

Determined to help the unfortunate 
ones, Freder returned to the level of the 
machines. He took the place of an exhaust- 
ed laborer, and experienced the pains that 
resulted from the constant tending of the 
machines. 

Meanwhile, the Master of Metropolis 
went to an ancient house. The single 
story building, which was located between 
two stratoscrapers, was the home and 
laboratory of Rotwang, an insane scien 
tist. There, the aged inventor displayed a 
feminine-looking robot to his esteemed 
guest, and Fredersen was amazed. “Now 
we have no use for living workers!" Rot 
wang announced, and Fredersen stared at 
the man's metal limb. While creating the 
automaton, Rotwang had lost his right 
hand in an accident. 


BY JASON THOMAS 


ever, the creature managed to convince 
the angry workers to destroy the 
machines. With a will of its own, the robot 
led an angry mob toward the powerhouse. 

They would not listen to reason. A 
foreman tried to warn them that if they 
tampered with the machines, their homes 
would be flooded. But they moved on, 
determined to destroy that which had en- 
slaved them. When they reached their 
destination, the robot started the huge 
generator spinning faster and faster. The 
dynamo began to swell with massive 
electrical force, and ‘hen it exploded! 

Meanwhile, Maria had escaped from 
Rotwang's abode. She fled to the 
underground city, but as soon as she 
arrived, water began flooding the streets. 
In the great square, Maria attempted to 
help the many children who were trying to 
flee from the rising tide. There were no 
other adults in the vicinity; they were 
occupied elsewhere, storming the power- 
house. The buildings started to collapse 
around them as they tried to escape. The 
workers' city was doomed! 

Frantic, Maria ran over to a large 
circular gong and sounded the alarm. 
Everyone on the level heard it, and the 
mob at the powerhouse turned away in 
fear. They began running toward their 
homes for safety, and the waters rose 
higher. 

Freder, having learned of the d 


— a 


At the mercy of the mad Rotwang, the now-naked Maria (Brigitte Helm) becomes the ultimate sacrifice to the 
anti-life, machine-dominated ultra-Mollochian METROPOLIS. 


dragged her off to his house. 

Later on, Maria was stripped naked and 
imprisoned inside a tubular apparatus; the 
robot sat in a metal chair not far away. 
Rotwang activated his electrical appara: 
tus, and brilliant halos appeared around 
the immobile automaton. This process 
transformed the robot into an exact dupli- 
cate of Maria, complete with her voice and 
memory. 


AND A ROBOT SHALL LEAD THEM 


Jon Fredersen approved of the 
mechanical twin, and ordered it to undo 
Maria's work. The android obeyed, enter 
ing the catacombs and preaching words of 
despair. Unknown to Fredersen, how 


soon reached the doomed level. He 
searched for Maria, but could not find her 
amidst the confusion and destruction. 
Word spread quickly. In the city above, 
Freder's father worried. “Where is my 
son?” asked the Master of Metropolis. 

In response, an assistant stated, 
"Tomorrow, thousands will ask that 
question," 

Some of the workers fought their way 
to the surface level. Urged on by the same 
foreman who had warned them earlier, 
they found and seized the robot Maria. 
While the android laughed, it was tied to a 
pole in the center of the cathedral square. 
Debris was gathered, and a fire started. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 
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JIU-JITSU 
The Greatest Self-Defense 
System Known To Man! Learn 
At-Home-Course reveals hundreds. 
of deadly self-defense secrets, 
Which will enable you to protect 
yourself from any attacker! Easy to 
learn! FREE COLORFUL BROCHURE!! 
Send name, address and age to: 
UNIVERSAL, Dept. MO 
ВОХ 39303 


Мрт & KAYAK N 
BUILD YOUR OWN & SAVE 
ноо RS НАВ сиз 


FI dn ш TRAILCRAFT ne IAS 


VENUS FLY TRAPS 


= 15 IT ANIMAL . . 
OR VEGETABLE?? 
Hours of fum, experi” 
monts, amaze your 
friends with Мз  fasel- 
nating feeding — habits 
Kats hys, bugs, insecta, 
even meat. Make it per. 
form "ons when YOU} 
commami Truy — the 
most unusual plant 13] 
She world 
Send $2.00 for complete 
kit which ineludes 5 bulbs, 
rowing sol & instrue- 
Tons. 
PLANT WORLD—B 
Р.О. Box 10066 
Newark, N.J. 07101 
eee 


DETROIT. MICHIGAN 48239 . 


EXTRA INCOME! Make $1 per SALE 


ЕЗЩ ENGRAVED METAL SOCIAL SECURITY PLATES. 
3 —— Million of new prospects every year! 
ANI No investment. SEND FOR FREE SALES KIT! 


ма 


оа ne 
eR) айе 

| ARIES | а [T 

eE e ENGRAVAPLATES, DEPT. 200 


= вот 10460 + JACKSONVILLE, FLA 32207 


d $1.00 for THE MAGIC MAGAZINE 
packed with simple, easy-to-learn tricks. 
Or, get 1 full year—12 fantastic isnvesfor 
‘only $10.00. Send пате and address with 
Sa check or money order 

THE MAGIC MAGAZINE sos m rna svt ут mim vom 


l FREE POWERFUL MUSCLES FAST! 
Fantastic New Discoveries in the science of 
bodybuilding. Add inches of powerful mus- 
cles to arms, chest, shoulders and legs. Se- 

[| crets on trimming the waist with ultra- Г 
modern methods—-fast! Results Guaran- 

Г] teed! Send for free brochure! 


[Universal Bodybuilding Box 485 Dept. МОЩ 
Dearborn, Michigan 48121 
leases ша на пи eee 


comic 
BOOKS 


The complete Marvel & DC Groups from 
1935—1976. Also Monster & Movie Maga- 
zines & Posters, James Bond and Planet of 
the Apes items, Pulps, Star Trek, Doc 
Savage, Walt Disney Pubs., Movie Items 
etc. from 1900—1976. We also buy. 
2 GIANT CATALOGS $1.00 
HOWARD T. ROGOFSKY 
P.O. Box 1102-Linden Hill Station 
Flushing. N.Y. 11354 


MIRACLE LITE 


CAN BE SEEN Е 
FOR А MILE = 


AMAZING NEW COLD FLARE (Chemical Lite) 
No flame, heat, batteries. Can even be 
underwater 


T BEUN MAGIC] 

2 SEND 50¢ FOR 
Our Latest 100-Page 5 
BIG CATALOG!!! 


SEND TO: 


kenzinrs масс ratace [0] 


38 Сыз Are- Rosela Pat, N. J. 07207 


3rd Edition of the 


[ World’s Largest 
HOCKEY CATALOG 


116 Pages! Bigger and more colorful than 
fever! Lots of equipment plus unusual hoc 
key stuff plus tips and information! Many 
items never before shown to players and 
fans! Every item illustrated! 


ы | 
Send $1.00 TODAY! | 
Cash, check or 
money order 


(CASEY'S 206 Kirkwood - St. Louis, Мо. 63122 


lEnclosed is $1. Rush my Hockey Catalog 


YOU CAN CREATE YOUR 
OWN MONSTER MOVIES! 


ANNOUNCING the greatest monster game ever created-- 
“Creature Features'’...and it's now available to the readers 
Times. 


[| You create the MONSTERS 
You hire and fire the stars. 
GH buy and sell their contracts 
Д You handie the publicity 
You win awards, financial success and fame, or. 
Д You can tum oui a box office flop. 


Enjoy many hours of fun and 
screams as you produ: and win fame and fortune for such. 
‘epics ol Ihe shiver cinema as GODZILLA, DR. PHIBES, KING KONG. 
DRACULA HAS RISEN FROM THE GRAVE, WILLARD, THE WOLF 
MAN, THE INVISIBLE MAN, and many more. There's nothing like this 
game anywhere al any price and it's actually two games in one lo 
bool! So act now while our supply lasts, and become the champion of 
“Creature Features” in your neighborhood. Each beautifully boxed 
game is only $6.50 
WHAT YOU GET IN YOUR "CREATURE FEATURES" GAME 

= Giant 177 x23" lull-color Game Board of» Tombstones: Ghouls 
Terror Instructions for 
* 32 Ghasliy Ghoul Agency Monster Photo fue games 

Cards e Dice 
+ 16 Fiendish Dead or Alive Cards зраз 
* 16 Morbid Monster Title Cards. con ais 


* Over $25,000,000 in Monster Money 


inside CREATURE FEATURES is 
the following gallery of horror 


SEE PAGE 31 
FOR ORDERING | 
INSTRUCTIONS. 


Comics lor sale. Cheap- 


THE MONSTER TIMES is | Сотієз ог sale. Cheap, 


lacking Ter the following | рим tantom as 
Sengition FANTASTIC | аиа. зеле 25 ast 
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& avenue, Nevada, тоша 
FANTASY #15 SPIDER- Soa". 
МАМ Pi, AVENGERS v 
And THE HULK. Fl M AY то do 
these “Must Be "Ы | win Poseidon Adventure 
PERFECT MINT CONDI: | 9r The Exorcist. Also back 
TIONSNOTHING ELSE | issues of Famous Mon- 
ACCEPTABLE Highesi | 8105 о! Fimiand. Send 
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бык and prices to. HE | Omis Place. Melrose, 
MONSTER TIMES, 11 шшш 
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а | Sises Suin sheet ш 
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Comics in тим condition 


will irage for my orginal. 
Open 11AM-9PM (x57) 


Buy, sell or trade comics 


Forbidden Pianet insert 
(1436), or wili pay fe for 
ЖЯ, 2384 Caurel Can- 


T. REX FANS ONLY! 
оп Bid., Los Angeles, 
EX goose: 


Shortage of good feature 
articles beginning to bug. 
you? Can find enough 
Magazine coverage On 
This great Monster Rock. 
er? Seng soc and Sel 
Addressed Slamped t; 
‘elope lor special bookiet 
thatwill end your search, | Palmetto, Fia 33561 
Species, РО Вок вн. | ле ү теке 
lation B. Évansvile. l janted: Lost In Space 
no nd: | bubblegum cards, siis. 


models, "toys, "Books 
Snything and very 
—À" | 1 сутто 
WANTED: LP's from sos | Space Steve Taylor 2459 
® 5605 & albums by Mel | Pescadero. Ave San 
Torme  F ғау, | Diego. CA 92107. 
wanted: Any items тес 
Ted io star тгк Wine 
dag tems, “and 
1120 952 Pleasant st 
Holyoke, MA. 91840 
Тепе “album. c 


The Monster Times. 11 | Wanted. Mad 1-100 and 
W-i7th St. NYC 10011. | TMT For Sale. OC 


comics 1965.75. Put me 
ESTES 


туд malig “tare 

ey Back in 
Wanted: Any о! your old. Se Радам 
EC Gomles. alas 


St Lapeer. Mi 48416. 
From Tha Crypt, Hauntol | HANG GLIDING. Design 
Fear, Weit ‘scienco, | mg/buiiaing/ lying nand: 
M Famam you cold | Meistions Now you can 
эте wl pay you сою |. lie s bird. 33 dS sat 
кн кагы | paid. Poynter, Box 4232: 
MS бапа те and (п | EO, Sana Barbara. СА 
Tol tien Oy price. Ог] Solos e c 
just sena your Books 10 

Me (insured) and Г теру 
witha money order 
Quicker tan you can say 
ша о! Send. tor | Homocserence ction my 
зе валоя. 1870 Beeck- | specially. Send 10. lor 
m Se йрек. | ists: Creatures Unum 
Nei roma, Hempstead, N.Y 11550. 


For Sale: Old issues and 
farbooks of FM. plus 
'onsler. World. Space. 
men. and moie Send 
БАБ E Tor list Richard. 
Moore, 420 491h Si. East, 


fone, Chet Baker (vocals) 
Siim’ Gaylord, Billy Hol 
day, elc. апа any Beth- 


Posters, stills, press. 
books, lobbies. " Hun. 
Фейз io "choose trom. 


Spanish Movie Posters! 
Posters, sills, lobbies of 
Santo, Bive Demon, Nos- 
iradamus and more! Allin 
Spanish. Rusn 10c stamp 
tor Ilat- Creatures Uniim- | Lane 
ited, 122 ‘Beverly Road, | 95127 E 
Hempsteed.N.Y_11580_ | BARGAIN SALE м2. 


Looking lor back issues. 
‘of Marvel Comics. Bryan 
Conway, 1233 Lancelot 

San “Jose Calif 


janted= anything on | BASS M 29. 2953 
Коше о убак Sensi | 31300106-115. ali Year 
with prices. Also have | books A their 3 pape 


backs — whole lot- $380. 


Smali Collection, of Eerie, 
Monster World 130— 


Creepy and азаоп 
Sher mage | wish to 
Sr awan. Kevin Cosgrove, 
132 Beverly Ad, Homp- 
‘ead, N Y 11550, 

For Sale. The rare sound- 
track Ip of Les Baxters 
score for “The Dunwich 
Horror " Brand new con- 
vicuon—only. two. left 
535. L. French, 21 Croy- 


4-24-Yoar 
95, Modem Mon. 
sters 1-4 $20. Monster 
Mania 1, 2—12, Mad 
Monsters 24, 6-9 $40, 
Horror Monsters. 2:10— 
$55, Fantastic Monsters 
6, 7-311, For Monsters 


don C. Wallingford, | Олут 4.610335 Mon 
Conn, 06492. sters & Horoes 1-7—$25, 
E Movie Monsters 1-3—$3, 


Monsters of Ihe Movies 
VS $3. and oinera, Allin 
to mint condition! 
corded in stereo. 2. Мун | 8090 19 mint condition 
Digger, (Hermann): 3. | Vienna Rd., Vienna, Ohio 
Adventures of Robin | Меп 
Hood (Korngold), sym- 
phonic suite narrated By 
Basis Rathbone’ (Side 2 | Giant Size” Dalenas 
features audio biography | early tales of suspense 
ol Errol Рупа: 4. Planet | mags alao ө Fios 
91 the Apes (Goldsmith: | Goren movie” post 
5. Golden Voyage о! |- Send price to 5 Germain 
Sinbad (Rezsa). $5.98 | Place, Сай Saar. 
each ‘plus 75с postage, | == 
Nosiaigiapnon. Box | Mylastad here brought in 
13205. Whitehall, ОН | one obscene posteard 
Eu irom Chicago- anony. 
mously yet, зо m net 
Signing tnis. You know 
Who you are. The Shadow 
Miirget you 


THE GALACTIC REVIEW 
ит Айаз Destructor, Sci 
Fi Movies, Short Stories, 
50с per copy. It supply 
типа Out #2 wili be sent io. 
ou, Stanley Greene, 740 
bership fees, etc. Thank | Sycamore St. #6, 
you. Ken Ray, 4613 Creek | Blutt, Cal. 96080. 
Shore Dr.. Rockville, ма | 4 
30853, Pienase enclose | For Sale, Балу Creepy s 
vá eres. Monster World 
Peiras FM." Many copies all 
— | newsstand mint s 
and "Marvel lor. sale or 


Kong. the original Mar 
Steiner score newly 


Wanted; Xmen 50-65, 


Anyone interested in a 
STAA TREK National Cor 
Tespondence Club. nel 
work, please write ad- 
dress below. Also. any. 
One. connected with 
STAR (Star Trek Asso- 
ciation for Revival) please. 
Send me information on. 
your network club, mem- 


Cinemonsters #3—An ай | trade." Waniad Pre 
lfset and wraparound’ | superhero Мате, mibi 
horror tiim "magazine, | shape. Michael Sagen, 
ботала, many photos, | 82709 н мате Si, Syra: 
fiim reviews and. news. | сизе, N. T. 13000 


апа features on 2001. The 
Phantom о! the Opera. 


vot Kong, and much | ror Sale Crew, and 
much more one of te | teneis sues. s3 00 
fpes fanzines айрыш: | A130 Dark Shadows! Star 
sous dc post oh Mo yim 
Shakes” sachela, | уну oid, дез (1780F 
ош Ave Everett | Doa 230 E Th © 
AE NEN. Tota 


Enclosed is $ for my 


THE MONSTER TIMES FAN FAIR is another reader service of MT. 


The Monster Times 


Care to buy, sell or trade movie stills, old comics or tapes of old 
radio programs? Or maybe buy or advertise a fan-produced maga- 
zine? An ad costs only 10 cents per word (minimum, 25 words). 

Make all checks and money orders payable to THE MONSTER 
TIMES AND MAIL YOUR CLEARLY PRINTED OR TYPEWRITTEN 
AD ON THE COUPON BELOW TO: THE MONSTER TIMES, Box 
595, Old Chelsea Station, New York, N.Y. 10011, We reserve the 
right to refuse ads which would not be deemed appropriate to our 


publication. 


Please include your name and address in the word count. 


Movie Posters — Press. 
Books — Stills, Actual 
posters used Dy movie 
freatres.” Thousands of 
les avallable. Horror 
and science-fiction spe- 
flalisis. Also. souvenir 
Programs, star portraits 
and monster magazines. 
Fantastic selection of old 
easbOOAS Dack Vo any 
1930 s. Catalog $1.0 
relunded with order) 
The Cinema Attic. Dept 
MT "PO. Вох 7772, 
Philadelphia, PA 19101. 


FOR SALE! 
1939 WORLO'S FAIR 
COLLECTOR'S: Official 
licensed Fair Poster 
‘Stamps (54) in full color 
оп one perloraled sheet 
16" x 16"), Comes with 
‘original envelope. Ra 
Only $2.00 a set. Send to 
L. Brili, 11 West 17 St. 
NYC 10011 


Verres Mariel ar 
Arines, Bruce Lee йт, 
Wildest Westerns. #17 
TOf apon gum cards, s 


imp TMT a7. Pl qs aod 
Seren magazin 

even Drolich Bort Alten 
Rots. тоа ліе 
Penna. T8325. God loves 
you 


ТУЕ REAT АБО 
EO 
ачуза 
lee wen Orien 
ры qu. 
C CEN 
Eae ane 
EIE gens t 
Wary Sea neis 
Hance коң 
afar ce 
sel енын all 
ECT 
postage AR E 
E EE ND 
Te Wea aa ч 
Um Peet 
Naar So 
mena 5 
E ca 
Exp ed 
Hara 
de pie nah oh 
E 


Wanted Marvel and D.C. 
Seven-Eleven 


Wanted: Any pictures of 
Vulnavia (Or вену 
Margiana Golden Voyage 
OF Sinad), Soltaire (ave 
and Let Dle). Barbarella 
Sleve Jonnson. 625 High: 
fand: Anniston At 3630 


TREKKIES! The Startiel 
Ulnar йота en 
Seni S'A SE and asc tor 
intormatton ала зоб 
бейззлев “Patrick 
aderon Ai ae Bor a 
шо A olo 

Comic books, pulps. 
magazines. o Pardoner, 
chars series sors 
от Swin eic) “song 
sheets and related items 
“rough ana sold We 
are especially Боаб 


n purtnasing Walt. Dis 
ney and scili merchan. 
dise." Send 25c lor сма: 


fog: Collectors Uniimited 
Box 226. New Ipswich 
ШЕЙ 


‘material on Chaney Sr. 
Desire original. stilts 
Yessbooks "etc. Will pay 
fair prices only. C. Dyar, 
363 Е ет бо. NY. 
NY. Voz 


agazine 
forsale. Used" amm 
movies In new condition 
Tor 'sale. Wanted: Maga 
zine clippings or moves 
al Suresh dancers” Rich 
ara Ross, 1608 Norinwind 
DE. St Louis, Mo 6938. 


Wanted: Female Oriental 
Shristan’ pen paia. be. 
беп “Ta тй, send 
‘clue, age. and inia to 
ше бгауоп Fight 
Society. Riso "wanted" 
Оаа do Jein cin 
missionary work Чо San 
Francisco ln 377 


Wanted: Artist and wri 
ters for an above-average 
Оне, orror, selene 
"cUon and fantasy tan- 
Zine. Send (o Tim Geo- 
Regn ы dor 

Магоу Rd. Wall 
Wil, Y a2 


When All The Stars Fall 
This Is the first story in 
ppe new magazine: Sent 
Voyages. lobert 
Bena, RD 1, Elnora, N Y 
12088. 


Wanted: The original 
soundtrack record album 
16 the James Bond movie 
You Оту Live Twice. 

Wil pay reasonable price. 


for a record in good con- 


dition, Greg Hose, 325 W. 
Peck St. Regaunee, MI 
E 
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WANTED — WANTED!!! 
Ой radio, and. comix 
premiums, to expand our 
museum of renes, Invia. 
and. the "lore ol йт 
Century pop-art Things 
fie ine BUCK ROGERS 
PISTOL, or a CAPTAIN 
MIDNIGHT. DECODER 
RING and all the rest 
tine stuf These things 
бае а piace In” our 
Ristory, and we have a 
place lor nem on ouf 
Shelves" Please send 
description and" condi 
Тот of items, plus ihe 
price youre asking, "to 
FHE MONSTER. Tines 
MUSEUM, P.O. Box 595, 
Old Chelsea Station 
New York N.Y" 10011 


FILM FANTASY SOCIETY 
6 meatings yearty for film 
showings Lo more. For 
Sens send’ stamped 

to Waller Akalski, 
3& Hickory Rd. Por 
Washington, N. Y. 11050; 


SPECIAL OFFER) Free-3 
extra months of OZARK 
CINEMA REVIEW maga 
Zine with $6.00 year 5390- 
Scription.. Monthly. re- 
Mews, Ке fim sales, 
Write’ REVIEW, Box 
BOAMT. Branson, MO 
65616. 


inforonJap giants, Bio. 
tc. Also for on’ Har 
Pausen & O'Brien. Philo 
Biggs, RFD aT. Hou 
MESI 


С'трїе!е SF-Fantasy- 
Horror catalog. New 
books, booklets, paper. 
backs; fanzines, LP rec- 
ords.. Arkham’ House, 
Shroud, Donald Стат: 
Fax, Зремтма бото 
imports. Mirage Press 
Radiola ‘Ups more 
Stamp appreciated” Cot: 
lectora Editions. Box 
228, Vienna, Md. 21868. 


For Sale: 6x10 BIW 
Stils. "Day “the Earth 
Stood Stil, Forbidden 


Planet. Destination 

Moon. This Island Earth 

[nadere “From Mara 

over 80 others О 505 

classics, Send SASE 

for complete isting to 
Base 


RUR aurel Can- 
don Bid. СА. СА 


ATTENTION 
Wero THE CINEMA 
EIGHT FILM GROUP алд 
we'd like fo meet, write or 
Talk to anyone our age NB 
1922) he Southern New 
Jersey- Phiiadeiphia area 
Жо are definately inter 
Seen FILMMAKING 
and who really go lor 
2-Е James Bond. Ger 
fy &' Sylvia Angerson, 
Thspector Clouseau 
Trumbull: Star Trek. Der 
ok Megdings. Папури 
Sen How about forming 
Vs уйгө Bi Murray 111 
дате Ауа Honth- 
feldo No. 08225 


Spanish Movie Materia 
Posters. 5118, Lobbies 
зла того ol le Demon, 
Sena "stamp Yor Tat to 
Kevin Cosgrove, PO Box 
427. Lake George. N.Y 
12886. 


Original, Movie Posters 
Sfi Pressbooks, Lob: 
bres" Hundreds to choose’ 
from} Morror-science ie 
ton my specialty! Send. 
stamp for lists: Creatures 
Üniimited, PO Вок 427 
Lake George, N.Y. 12845, 


Crestues Unlimited has 
ne of the largest sel 
{ол ot horror ahd science 
Тооп "movie posters 
Send your wants alio d 
Stamp fo ree i Grea 
tures Unlimited; PO Bor 
AZ] Lake Geoige. N'Y 
12645 

Wanted Any "Monster 
Move? posters, "Outer 
Миз; materia from ТУ 
show, "Famous Monster 
back issues, motion pic 
{ure pressbooks of mon: 
Bier Movies Send ats 
and prices: Kevin Emmer. 
Жы, Sany Road 


Wanted: Anything on the 
ims of Нау Harryhausen 
(81189 posters, Vrailers 

J. Wil trade from my 
sive collection of 


ere 
Planet of Ihe Apes 
мет. ог pay cash 
Exchange lists with: Fred 
Dekker? 12 Center Street 
San Ralaet, CA 94901 


Buy — Sell — Trade at 
Supersnipe Comic. Book 
Arl Emporium, 1617 Sec 
ond "Ave. "NYC. 10028 
(212) 879-9628, New & 
old comics, original art, 
big "ile Books. movie 
memorabilia, science fic 

m. & The” Monster 


Pin-ups, Portraits, Pre: 
Books, Physique Poses, 
50 years ol Scenes trom 
Erns horor er 
tte, Movie star news 215 
East 14 Si. NYC, New 
York. соте In person 
Mon-Fri. 1-6, sat 13. 


word (minimum 25) classified ad. 


For Sale. 2000 Marvel 
Comics "No doubles. All 
comics in mint condition, 
Many" complete runs. 
Taking bes! offer over 
БЕШТ 
зоа separ ler 
32000 can be” gotten 
easily. Groat buy Yor a 
Collector who wants 19 
ре good "stan "on "co 
fection. For a complete. 
sha write "or^ call John 
Asch 167 Dunhams Cor 


For gale or Trage: Panel 
of the "Apes, Voyage io 
the Bottom ‘of ther Sea 
bubo Ао 
Wanted! Twi" issue #9, 
any condition: any Infor: 
‘mation on Star Trek, Lost 
In Space,» Monsteis of 
Japan. Marvin” Shaibe 
tan, 
It 


Vulcan Star Мәр! А 
MUST for inersteliar nav- 

tors!” Vulcan ‘constel- 
попа trom 40 Eridani 
Asironomically correct. 
1133 Stars апа nebulae, 
Includes "Vulcan. deseri 


arr 
Hight Zone.” Would ike 
cast credits, show titles 
and "date о! shows, 
Magazines, anicies, also’ 
Chris Patch, 3008 Park 
wood, Carmichael, Calif 
ЕЗ 


Wanted; Sila, aides. 
script film, anlcles and 


sedes ol Коста! The 
Night Stake interested 
(nail episodes, special 
I) The Youth Killers The 


He 
and Legacy ol Tem 
Anthony" Petkovich, - 15 
Eücalyptus Ln. San 
Rafael, Coli 4904 


V'sell comics, thousands 
i stock. low’ prices 
Send want list to" Leo 
Rando, 1275 America 
Ave. Norin Babylon. 
NY 1104 


For Sale, Planet э ihe 
рез proo! sheets cata- 
Кө S moves, Qui 
Belo низ. You see wnal 
Qu ме оеп, 3200 
for catalog. Яе lor 
postage. Stills 75c each. 
Srder now, "Ape, fans 
Edward Bigelow, PO Box. 
182, "Bellevilio. New J 
sey or 


Barbarelia.~ “Jason and 
the Argonauts stilts for 
SISA. to бамы Sane 
Bia. BO Box 273, May- 
пага, Мазза 0754: or 


Wank origina; poeme 
fantasy: Star Te EE 
Bories. reviews о} SF 
movies or conventions, 
рне} r TR 
Ko pomo "BUT we tke 
nutty Payment in 
Contributors. сору Can 
Sübscrbe. Send SAS È 


with 20 postage, Box 
Bor. Mi Berry, GÀ зот. 
forbidden Planet, 2001, 
Silent Running болош 
iuf color damm film el 

Tames. Cut from originat 
motion picture Isolage 


резе ara not duplicates! 


Wed of those same old 
pensive b/w? atii 
XM during rehearsals, 
with their bulky storage: 
have many of sach t's 
beat Special eects ava 
able (sorry, no monster 
from ‘the là) Each slide 
comes in ts own mount 
feady tor viewing or pro: 
Isso, ang set come n 
Shandy plastic story 
Sheet КРЗ 
S75 “each, 
$75 


counts 
АЗЕ 


Send $15 or 
for complete 
Yicelis! with “descrip 
lon of scenes available, 
A Leg Mert Unter: 
sit lew York 
060314, 


Todos (Am: 339) 
For Sale: TV spots, ci 

fn" Temm. and movie 
Posters, Send for (ree ist 
fow! Gregg Sabatino, 


grim um 
Жо es 


Wanted: to buy large 


“colfections "ol Comica." 


Marvel, DC, Chariton, etc. 
would ‘prefer 1o set 
Brietorenire collection. 

181, "price, and 
conditions to" Mark Fret 
hage, RR 2. Thayer, IA 


Wanted: all Japanese car. 

toons taped in English. 

Japanese Monster movie 
sters, 


о "mo 
Обо W. "iso St 
arena. Со 


ADDRE: 


SS 


STATE 


ZIP 


— 


RE THEY COME! RO: 
БАМ AND СОМНАН 


Move! The greatest SPIDER 


model hls 10 ever gree! 
the lanciul eyes of a 


in BOYS 


Only $4.00 each. 


ch 
models need no glue. a 
{ар logeer. PLU 
ach super detailed kil 
fas moveable head and 
Mis comes with movie 
splay stands. name 

plate and ine complete 
Моту of each 
alio Included" 
Wee! These giant mon. 
ing last 


GE 
SURE TO SPECIFY. T-SHIRT. SIZE 
WHEN ORDERING. Only $4.00 each 


5. BOYS 0 
Ze SMALL MEDIUM, 
Only $4.00 each 


A ADULT 


ууз ENTERPRISE BRIDGE 
une rsen 

must or Sar Tre fans! в, 
N2 diameter) detailed mood, 


collect- 


MODEL ‹ 
АК KITS 


ТО О es EINE RETE CUP. 
ities ot MONSTER MONEY only 75 cents edition 
BIGGEST ve m canibe 


ыта scale models ot n- 


yours 
for 75€ 
WE 

WARN 
YOU IN 
ADVANCE 
this 


paper 
gua cse тау 


z 4/# рй esL turn the 
MONSTER STAMPS! F. Желш eases | stomachs 
344 moster stamps. includes the BigG and others. Comes in E ROMULAN SPACE VESSEL ofthe — 
апу of your Inght favorites two giant slamp. sheets! Get (March release) squeamish ^ eiae 


Batlleship of the ruthless Romulans. Big-scale 
model like Enterprise and Klingon. Giant color 
decal! Only $3.50 


Frankenstein, Kong, Dracula, them today! Only $1.00 


TMT BACK ISSUE GRAB- a shark ... Be prepared for agony and dead and see 
BAG BONANZA... Now Ё ; ine most horritying news- тапу photos of actual 
own) those rare paper ever! Read about sharkattack victims. Lim- 


ou can 
itr Sack sues or ony paper ent messenger of ited Supply. Only 756 ea. 


or else a 
Es 

фо етее gapda 

friends who come in to E 

yer Naturally we can't - о 

караан кр сын > “2 Я 

di SEDES ESI э 
алтея асан е 

Cep а а 


poca ые n NECKLACE!!! 


teed every break thoy an 

дово to otor | мп, SPOCK From the Jaws of Death comes this beautiful 
ек ла most popular simulated SHARK’S TOOTH NECKLACE! 1! 
zal For only $2: Character! Enter you're as amazed by the terrors of the deep as 
Ерна : many thousands of others'are, you'll want to 


Em ча ‘own this exciting necklace. Measuring over 2 

receive is upio т reat тл ехото, inches long this tooth is hung trom a link chain 

assu ey a adding beauty and strength. Out supply is 

Only 53.50 CC names & numbers of all Starshios! y 
super monsterous! 3.50 5 limited so act quickly! ONLY $1.00 


| MONSTER TIMES RUSH ORDER ORM | 


a 
g ust fill out this handy MONSTER TIMES RUSH ORDER FORM, and enclose your cash, money order or check, and your items are on the way 
Be sure to indicate first How Many you want, the Item Number. its Name, the Price and the Total Price; of each book, kit, poster, etc. 


Mail to: MONSTER TIMES. Box 595, Old Chelsea Station, New York, N.Y. 10011. 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY IN BLOCK LETTERS: Men Pea cde тырыса, ЖА ОЕ, 
YOUR NAME ШЕ ЕЕ ЕЕ а ЕЕ ЕШ ШШ 
YOUR ADDRESS\ | | | [| ШШЕ ЫЙ О 


[YOUR CITY ee [ ЕЕ 
[YOUR STATE ЕЕ СЕРЕ 


E NAME OF ITEM ener | КҮП 
| 
| 
| 


Even if you're still among ihe living, you won't want 
lo be caught without one either. Not only will a 
subscription to THE MONSTER TIMES, the world's 
first and only newspaper of Horror, Science Fiction 
and Fantasy, immedlately improve your social 
status but will put you “in the know" about all the 
latest horror happenings in film, comics, theater, 
and every other area where monsters rush in. 

So don't leave yourself in the lonely lurch of 
ignorance and fear. Join the ever-growing cult of 
satisified MONSTER TIMES subscribers who've 
found their way by having each and every 
fascinating, tantasy-and-fact-filled issue delivered 
to their door. Just fill out the coupon below and 
join our friend the Frankenstein Monster in making 
this world a safer place for monster...and do it 
„ЖЕ today—our friend isn't noted for his patience! 


With every sub of'a year or more, the subscriber 
gets a free 25-word classified ad, to be run on our 
Fun-Fair page. You can advertise comics or stills 
of pulps, etc., or for anything else, provided it's in 
Subscribe! ... Subscribe! 


| 


i 
т 


птшшшшшишыишшшшшшш=шшшшшшюшышшшышшшшшш'ш 


THE MONSTER TIMES, Р.О. Box 595, 
Old Chelsea Station; New York, New York 1011 


i} 
і 
i think THE MONSTER TIMES is just what I've been I 
looking for! Enclosed is !. П 


(5 $8.00 for12issues Г. $15.00 for 24 issues 
$25.00 for Special fifty issues. 
$11.00 for 12 issues [Canada] 
320700 for 12 issues [min. Foreign order] 


a hum amm mm mo m m аш миш» ee eee 9 — ош аш жа ли жи лиши аш 


E: = 


wau cuece THE MONSTER TIMES, P.O. Box 595 
ленот Old Chelsea Station, New York, N.Y. 10011 сыпат 


POSTAGE & HANDLING CHART. Use this guide to figure proper postage, shipping & handling 
POSTAGE & 
HANDLING 


you will send us. If Your Order Is: 
уры to $1.50 add. 75¢ $7.01 to $9.00 add..... $1.65 
$ 
$5.01 to $7.00 add a $1.40 Over $15.00 add ....... $2.65 ENCLOSED 
PLEASE ALLOW 4 TO 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY ADD $3.00 OUTSIDE U.S.A. 


charges. Add correct amount to Postage & Handling box (at right), to add final "Total Enclosed” which 

51 to $3.00 add. . 95е $9.01 to $11.00 add.... 
$3.01 to $5.00 add...... $1.20 $11:01to $15.00add .. $2.25 TOTAL 
ташшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшшюшшышшшшшшшшютшшш = 


